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Subject: Single-Use Plastics Directive and its transposition by the Belgian draft Cooperation 
Agreement – potential risks to the internal market

With the Single-Use Plastics Directive (EU) 2019/9041 the Member States should use extended 
producer responsibility (EPR) schemes to create economic incentives for companies to invest in the 
development of sustainable alternatives to eventually replace certain single-use plastic products 
altogether.

A draft Belgian Cooperation Agreement, transposing these harmonised provisions of the Directive, 
has caused several EU Member States to issue detailed opinions as in their view, the Belgian draft 
law is disproportionate and poses a serious risk of undermining the free movement of goods in the 
internal market. Most notably, the draft law sets aside the Directive’s fundamental distinction between 
products that contain plastic and those that do not.

1. How does the Commission intend to ensure a coordinated and consistent transposition of the 
Directive’s harmonised rules on the application of EPR schemes for single-use plastic products, 
including, critically, the scope of products to which EPR schemes apply and the use of incentives 
towards innovation for more sustainable, plastic-free products?

2. What is the outcome of the Commission’s analysis of the Belgian draft law, in particular in light of 
the detailed opinions and comments submitted by a total of six Member States?

3. What is the Commission’s view on the Belgian government’s position that Member States are 
free to ignore the Directive’s fundamental distinction between plastic-containing products and 
plastic-free alternatives?
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