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Subject: What steps will the Commission take to tackle greenwashing linked to the use of palm oil 
substitutes?

In 2022, Parliament and the Member States reached a deal on a new law on deforestation1. EU 
imports are responsible for 10 % of global deforestation. The Commission also proposed a regulation 
to reduce the damage to forests for which the EU is responsible2, but also common criteria to tackle 
greenwashing and misleading environmental claims3. In this context, particular attention has been 
paid to imported products containing palm oil. It is considered to be one of the main causes of 
deforestation, although this is now contradicted by some environmental studies4. Many brands5 make 
a point of saying that they do not use palm oil in their products in order to substantiate their 
‘environmental responsibility’. However, it is replaced by other oils6 that are higher in saturated fat and 
come from crops that are less sustainable and thus need more land, leading to even more 
deforestation7. This practice is therefore similar to greenwashing and deliberately misleads 
consumers8.

What measures does the Commission suggest to tackle this type of greenwashing and raise 
awareness of this practice?
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