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Subject: Energy poverty

Persistent inflation, caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, has led to 
rising energy prices and higher living costs. More and more people are finding themselves under 
mounting pressure and are being hit harder by energy poverty. Moreover, the EU’s green transition 
could continue to drive up energy prices, which could in turn push the most vulnerable groups into 
poverty. Although the data is incomplete, there is a variety of evidence which suggests that women 
are and will continue to be more affected by energy poverty than men1,2.

1. Whilst EU legislation does indeed address the risk of energy poverty in general, why does it not 
explicitly envisage a gender-specific approach to the problem?

2. What is the Commission’s view on the accusation made by the Committee on Women’s Rights 
and Gender Equality that the Green Deal in its current form takes insufficient account of gender 
equality and risks exacerbating existing gender inequalities?

3. Does the Commission have any concrete proposals specifically to protect vulnerable groups from 
being driven into poverty as a result of the green transition?
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1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/266210/EPRS_ATA(2023)739349_EN.pdf
2 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2023-0430_EN.pdf


