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Subject: Major attack on judicial independence by the Spanish Government

On Friday 19 January 2024, Teresa Ribera, the third deputy prime minister of Spain, openly 
questioned the decisions of National High Court judge Manuel García Castellón in a terrorism case 
against former Catalan premier and current MEP Carles Puigdemont. Specifically, Ribera stated that 
the judge ‘is deeply involved in politics and tends to crop up at crunch times. There are some people 
who have a certain penchant for always commenting along the same lines and at just the right times, 
compared with what we’d usually expect to hear from other colleagues within the judiciary’. The 
General Council of the Judiciary unanimously condemned these accusations as being ‘at odds with 
the principle of institutional loyalty’ and ‘the general duty of respecting judicial independence’.

In view of these serious comments by a member of the Spanish Government about a judge, I have 
the following questions:

1. What is the Commission’s view on this attack on judicial independence?

2. What is the Commission going to do to protect the rule of law in Spain?
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