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Subject: Combatting the fraudulent use of chlorothalonil 

Chlorothalonil is a fungicide that was banned by the EU in 2019. From May 2020 onwards, the use of 
this pesticide was prohibited. Notably, chlorothalonil R471811, which is derived from chlordecone, is 
considered to be a much more toxic carcinogen than glyphosate.        

However, after a 2023 study from the French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational 
Health and Safety (ANSES) revealed that this fungicide’s metabolites were still contaminating French 
aquifers, the press1 reported that water samples from the Pays de l’Or agglomeration of municipalities 
(Hérault) contained excessive residue levels of this pesticide.

Several hypotheses have been put forward to explain the persistent presence of these residues: 
persistent contamination as a result of using this product for decades, but also the fraudulent use of 
old stocks, of illegally imported stocks from Spain or even of other illegal products containing 
chlorothalonil.

1. Is the Commission aware of such fraud in France or in the EU?

2. Does the Commission know of any studies that would enable it to assess whether or not the 
persistence of this pesticide resembles that of its close cousin, chlordecone?

3. If this were to be the case, what solutions could mitigate the risks posed to public health?
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1 https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/environnement/des-residus-d-un-pesticide-cancerigene-dans-l-eau-de-l-
agglomeration-du-pays-de-l-or-6003123


