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Subject: Infringement of EU legislation in the ban on using Spanish to access subsidies or public 
aid from Barcelona City Council

In February 2024, Barcelona City Council approved a proposal requiring all entities and individuals 
wishing to access subsidies and public aid granted by Barcelona City Council to use exclusively 
Catalan in all their activities1. This proposal establishes discriminatory conditions based on language 
for all citizens, associations and businesses, affecting the EU principle of freedom of establishment 
and acting as an anti-competitive barrier to access by favouring certain companies, associations or 
citizens in the granting of aid.

These measures constitute a violation of fundamental rights as well as a violation of the free 
movement of persons and the freedom of establishment of businesses within the single market of the 
European Union, as laid down in Article 26 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU2.

This is not the first time that Barcelona City Council has discriminated by putting in place barriers that 
unlawfully limit free competition. Municipal suppliers are already obliged to use exclusively Catalan in 
their relations with the Administration and in their external and internal communications.

In view of this:

1. Will the Commission launch an investigation into this serious infringement of the TFEU?

2. What measures will the Commission take to prevent linguistic discrimination against businesses 
and individuals in Barcelona?
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1 https://www.libertaddigital.com/espana/2024-02-24/el-ayuntamiento-de-barcelona-vincula-la-concesion-de-
ayudas-y-subvenciones-al-uso-exclusivo-del-catalan-7101147/

2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT


