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Subject: Securing the future of shrimp- and shellfishing 

Shrimp- and shellfishing (or ‘coastal fishing’) has a long history on Germany’s North Sea coast. 
Shrimps, for example, have been fished in the German Wadden Sea since the 1700s. Coastal fishing 
as we know it has been going on since roughly the middle of the 19th century, making it one of the 
oldest fishing sectors in the North Sea, with major cultural and economic significance, particularly on 
account of its close connection with tourism.       

Sustainable fishing and the protection of the marine environment are crucial to the long-term health of 
our oceans. In view of growing challenges such as climate change, eutrophication, predators 
(cormorants) and pollution, it is imperative that we take effective measures to preserve our maritime 
biodiversity and safeguard the livelihoods of fishing and coastal communities. Against this 
background, the EU has put forward an action plan for sustainable fisheries and the protection of the 
marine environment.

1. How does the Commission intend to keep traditional industries going and involve stakeholders 
on the ground more closely in European decision-making and evaluation processes?

2. Will it do more to promote innovative technologies to help sustainably manage and reduce by-
catch, and will it support new ships?

3. Does it intend to introduce binding social and environmental criteria for coastal fishing?
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