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Subject: Local waste treatment in French Polynesia

Waste treatment is a key challenge for French Polynesia, a French overseas collectivity with 
Overseas Country and Territory (OCT) status. Each year, it produces almost 150 000 tonnes of 
waste, of which less than half is effectively treated. There are several problems with the current waste 
management system on the islands of French Polynesia. There is a heavy reliance on landfill (78 % of 
waste), and the export of recyclable waste is very expensive (200 to 300 million Pacific francs per 
annum) and has environmental repercussions.

Owing to the lack of recycling facilities, recyclable waste is exported. Plastic bottles are shipped from 
Polynesia to Malaysia; aluminium cans and batteries to South Korea; and paper to Thailand.

In this context, how could the Commission support French Polynesia in developing and implementing 
more local waste treatment systems? More specifically, are there European funding programmes or 
technical partnerships that could be used by Polynesia to reduce its waste management carbon 
footprint, improve sorting and recycling, and reduce the dependency on landfill and recyclable waste 
exports?
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