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Subject: Failure to ensure the strict protection of the common wall lizard in the Netherlands 
(Maastricht)

The common wall lizard is classified as a strictly protected animal species under the Habitats Directive 
and the Bern Convention. The species is threatened with extinction. In the Netherlands, the common 
wall lizard is found in one location only, namely the Frontenpark in Maastricht.

Although (strictly) protected species live in the Frontenpark, the municipality of Maastricht wants to 
build a temporary multi-storey car park. This will have three floors and, owing to its height, will deprive 
the habitat of the wall lizard and other species such as the slow worm of sunlight, which is vital for 
these species. No full impact assessment has been carried out for the entire habitat and no 
exemption was requested for disturbing the strictly protected common wall lizard.

1. Can the Commission confirm that the authorisation of a construction that causes a disturbance of 
a priority species such as the common wall lizard – without a full impact assessment or 
exemption – is contrary to the obligations stemming from the Habitats Directive?

2. What actions can the Commission take to ensure the protection of the common wall lizard now 
that the building permit has already been granted?

3. What actions can the Commission take if the Netherlands does not ensure the strict protection of 
this priority species, and is an infringement procedure possible?
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