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Subject: Barriers to equitable access to water and sanitation systems in the EU, starting with the 
high costs in Alba County

The challenges linked to the cost of water and sanitation services in Alba County beg the question of 
equitable access to these basic services. There are significant pricing differences between Alba 
County and other nearby areas, raising reasonable questions about how the county authorities are 
spending European money and about their implementation of European rules. Consumers in Alba 
County pay RON 7.56 per cubic metre of drinking water and RON 7.86 per cubic metre of 
wastewater, while consumers in other counties pay much less.

While, in the EU, 4 % of the population has limited access to quality drinking water, 21.2 % of 
Romanians have no access to basic sanitation facilities, compared to the EU average of 1.5 %. The 
EU has earmarked EUR 10.8 billion for improvements to drinking water and wastewater infrastructure 
for the period 2021-2027.

1. How does the Commission plan to harmonise water resource management standards and 
practices across Member States to ensure a uniform and sustainable approach in the EU?

2. How does the Commission plan to monitor and assess efficiency in the use of the funds allocated 
to Member States to improve water and sanitation services, ensuring that these funds help 
reduce inequalities and promote access to quality water?
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