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Subject: Unlawful activities by Migrant Rescue Watch account

The Twitter account @rgowans, known as ‘Migrant Rescue Watch’, has caused serious concern over 
its activities in recent months, including publishing Libyan militias’ commemorative material and 
disclosing Italian and European armed forces’ top-secret documents.

It has also published posts publicly intimidating Father Mattia Ferrari, chaplain on board the Mar Ionio, 
and journalist Nello Scavo, who has identified @rgowans as the ‘spokesperson of the Libyan mafia’ 
and as being linked to the intelligence services of a number of countries.

In the legal action for libel and threats brought by Father Ferrari, the judge responsible for preliminary 
investigations rejected the request for dismissal made by the Public Prosecutor’s Office and ordered 
further investigations to identify the account’s authors and managers.

A journalistic investigation revealed the name of the owner of the account in question, which, it turns 
out, is the same as that of the director of the Asseco data centre1. Asseco is a company that provides 
the software platform used by Frontex, which has collected data from more than 500 people in two 
years.

In the light of the above:

1. Is the Commission aware of this situation?

2. Has it ascertained from Frontex and Asseco whether it is a coincidence that the names are the 
same?

3. If not, what steps has it taken or does it intend to take to protect the institution itself?

Submitted:13.3.2024

1 https://saritalibre.it/rgowans-identita-frontex-libici/ and https://saritalibre.it/jora-frontex-database-download-
migranti/


