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Rule 138
Massimiliano Smeriglio (NI)

Subject: Potential takeover of the AGI news agency

Reports in the press indicate that Antonio Angelucci MP wants to buy the AGI news agency (Agenzia 
Giornalistica Italia), adding another outlet to the three Italian newspapers (Libero, Il Giornale e Il 
Tempo) he already owns. Acquired by ENI in 1965, AGI is Italy’s second-biggest news agency, has 
offices in 15 of the country’s regional capitals (as well as one in Brussels) and broadcasts news in six 
languages.

AGI’s news staff have recently aired their serious concerns that the potential takeover – which has 
never been officially denied – could jeopardise their editorial independence. The newsroom will stage 
a five-day walkout unless management promptly sheds some light on the agency's future.

In the light of the above:

1. Is the Commission aware of the potential takeover of AGI?

2. Given the adoption of the Media Freedom Act, what measures will the Commission take if AGI’s 
editorial independence is compromised?
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