European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

2018/2114(INI)
11.12.2018

OPINION
of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs
for the Committee on Constitutional Affairs
on implementation of the legal provisions and the Joint Statement ensuring
parliamentary scrutiny over decentralised agencies
(2018/2114(INI))
Rapporteur for opinion: Peter Simon

AD\1171922EN.docx

EN

PE628.399v02-00
United in diversity

EN

PA_NonLeg

PE628.399v02-00

EN

2/6

AD\1171922EN.docx

SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion
for a resolution:
1.

Stresses that, while making sure that all assignments resulting from the regulatory
framework are carried out in full and within deadline, Union agencies should carefully
adhere to their tasks and act in accordance with the mandates assigned to them by
Parliament and the Council; considers it imperative that the Union agencies are
transparent when carrying out their mandates;

2.

Requests that the Union agencies, in order to improve their level of accountability,
should reply to questions addressed to them by Parliament or the Council no later than
five weeks after receiving them; suggests, furthermore, that upon request, the
Chairperson of a Union agency should hold confidential oral discussions behind closed
doors with the Chair, Vice-Chairs and Coordinators of Parliament’s competent
committee;

3.

Considers that Union agencies should seek to regularly involve relevant stakeholders
and to apply the principles of better regulation, including conducting open public
consultations on their draft proposals for secondary and tertiary legal acts;

4.

Suggests that the attendance of Parliament representatives at meetings of boards of
supervisors and agency stakeholder groups would facilitate mutual understanding of the
issues at stake by Parliament, the Member States and the Commission, in the same way
that attendance at the Commission’s expert group meetings does;

5.

Underlines that Parliament’s prerogatives should be respected at all times; believes,
therefore, that Parliament should systematically be involved, and on equal terms with
the Commission and Council, in defining and weighting the criteria for the location of
all Union bodies and agencies; recalls, in this regard, the Council’s commitment to
engage in the revision of the Joint Statement of 19 July 2012 on decentralised agencies,
with the aim of ensuring the joint and deep involvement of all EU institutions; believes
that ensuring the best value for money for the European citizen, as represented by
Parliament, should be an important factor in this decision-making process;

6.

Calls on the Commission, in its in-depth analysis of the implementation of the Joint
Statement and Common Approach of 19 July 2012, to see to it that it assess, by April
2019, the arrangements that should be revised and enforced to ensure proper scrutiny by
Parliament and the extent to which the provisions reflect the reality of the legal and
institutional landscape of decentralised agencies, notably as regards structure and
governance-related aspects, and whether they allow sufficient flexibility to cater for the
agencies’ diverse nature;

7.

Recalls its prerogative as co-legislator and insists on complete respect for the ordinary
legislative procedure as to decisions regarding the location of the seats of its bodies and
agencies;

8.

Notes that the number of agencies and the resources allocated to them has been growing
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in recent years; calls for a clear and common understanding between the EU institutions
on the role of the agencies;
9.

Stresses that the location of the seat of an agency should not affect the execution of its
powers and tasks, its governance structure, the operation of its main organisation or the
main financing of its activities; underlines, however, that the location of an agency
should allow for better budgetary efficiency through the implementation of shared
services among Union agencies, notably joint premises, since shared infrastructure,
administrative support and facility management services deliver significant efficiency
gains.
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