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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on International 
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for 
a resolution:

1. Notes that the abolition of quotas in the textile and clothing industry has far-reaching 
consequences, affecting mainly certain regions where most companies and workers are 
still concentrated in this sector of activity and the majority of whom are women with a 
low level of education, skills and qualifications;

2. Notes in addition that many companies are taking advantage of concessions applying to 
trade with non-member countries to relocate their labour-intensive production wholly or in 
part to regions where conditions as regards health and safety, working time, pay, social 
security, and employee representation are far poorer than in the EU and that this fact is not 
made clear to buyers and consumers, especially where semi-finished goods are concerned;

3. Calls on the Commission to verify that WTO commitments are scrupulously complied 
with and constantly monitored in order to avoid social dumping in the EU and, whenever 
justified, to activate the safeguard measures as a matter of urgency, as Euratex formally 
proposed to the Commission on 9 March 2005, taking into account the first import figures 
to have been compiled since 1 January 2005; and to continue the establishment of 
accountable statistical databases; 

4. Notes in addition that, as a result of the Chinese textile export boom, the world textile 
market will very soon be controlled by China, but core labour standards and human rights 
will not be observed;

5. Believes that a comprehensive assessment is needed in order to gauge the social, 
economic, and territorial impact on the textile and clothing sector brought about by total 
liberalisation, enlargement, bilateral agreements, and the reciprocity principle;

6. Highlights the need for the Commission and the Member States to take special sector-
specific support measures to promote employment, restructuring, and competition so as to 
avert the consequences of the relocation of the textile and clothing industry, which could 
very quickly halve the workforce; points out that customs penalties could be imposed at 
EU borders on the companies concerned;

7. Points out, as regards the terms and conditions for China’s accession to the WTO, that 
Council Regulation (EC) No 138/20031 provides for a specific safeguard clause, 
applicable until 31 December 2008, concerning a WTO member country’s imports of 
textiles and apparel products originating in China and covered by the Agreement on 
Textiles and Clothing, and that the Commission may invoke that clause at the request of 
any Member State or on its own initiative;

8. Points out that full and effective international competition in the sector puts pressure on 
labour markets; calls on the Member States to guarantee professional training and lifelong 

1 OJ L 23, 28.1.2003, p. 1.
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learning opportunities through the use of the Leonardo da Vinci programme and the 
European Social Fund, as well as broad labour adjustment programmes, in order to help 
workers adapt to industrial changes;

9. Points out that some non-EU leading players in international textile and clothing trade, 
Turkey being one such country, have already forged ahead by invoking safeguard 
measures within the WTO and other countries, for example the United States, have been 
indicating that they intend to do so, making it essential for the EU to follow suit without 
delay;

10. Stresses that the EU textiles and clothing industry, which currently employs 2.6 million 
workers and generates a turnover of EUR 230 billion, has faced permanent restructuring 
challenges and needs the joint support of the Commission and the Member States to 
strengthen its competitiveness, by promoting specific EU added values, such as logistical 
infrastructures, the geographical proximity of the EU markets, the rapid delivery of client 
requests, innovation in fashion and design, product quality and the role played by 
wholesale distribution;

11. Stresses that in order to ensure a competitive EU textile sector it is of vital importance to 
boost research and innovation through specific incentives linked to EU funds, designed to 
make the sector more innovative and knowledge based;

12. Is convinced that greater transparency regarding all the places where clothing and textile 
products are made and the labour standards in force, to be provided through, for example, 
a ‘codex for working standards’ and a ‘fair trade codex’, could help to influence buyers 
and consumers in their choice of purchases; maintains that all forms of production under 
licence should be covered by a codex of the above type and calls on the Commission to 
take the lead in devising such a codex, which should encompass the ILO standards and the 
minimum conditions for employee representation in cases where goods are produced 
wholly, in part, or under licence in non-member countries;

13. Stresses the importance of a positive entrepreneurship environment for SMEs, which are 
predominant in the textile and clothing industries, providing stability and incentives for 
business strategies and to continue to assist and improve access for SMEs to innovations;

14. Recognises the importance of social dialogue when carrying out the economic and social 
reforms needed to respond to liberalisation of the markets and the challenges of 
modernisation;

15. Suggests that the Commission study the opportunity of applying the future reserve for 
unforeseen local and sectoral crises linked to economic and social restructuring provided 
for in Article 491 of the new Structural Funds regulation, in order to contribute to the 
development of economic, social and regional cohesion, and that a list of regions termed 
‘sensitive’ be determined in advance so as to enable the Funds to be used more rapidly 
and effectively;

16. Calls on the Commission to consider whether it might establish an ‘ethical tax’ based on 
respect for human dignity as regards working conditions, thus providing an effective 

1 COM(2004)0492, Not yet published in the OJ.
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weapon against every form of modern slavery, child labour, and exploitation; believes that 
the tax could be used to finance a development aid fund and would ultimately help to 
improve working conditions throughout the world;

17. Calls on the Commission, the High Level Group, and the Member States to overcome the 
existing divisions and consider practical steps with a view to introducing indication of a 
product’s country of origin and/or a ‘Made in’ label so as to make goods as readily 
traceable as possible and enable consumers to be fully protected.
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