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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

This proposal has been drafted as part of the cohesion legislative package. The package
consists of a Regulation on the European Social Fund, a Regulation on the Cohesion Fund and
a Regulation on the European Regional Development Fund. It defines the objectives to which
the Structural Funds are to contribute, the criteria for Member States and regions to be eligible
under those Funds, the financial resources available and the criteria for their allocation;

We consider, in the light of the above, and of the direct relevance of this general Regulation
for the European Social Fund, that the procedure chosen by the Commission (AVC) unduly
limits the Parliament's role. Even if it is legally correct from the point of view of the Treaties,
European citizens are asking for more transparency and more participation of their
representatives in the adoption of such an important legislative proposal.

We draw particular attention to the fact that the Parliament should not be made to take a
decision by means of a single vote and with no possibility of tabling amendments. Our
committee therefore asked the committee responsible to decide to apply article 75(3) of the
European Parliament Rules of Procedure and in order to facilitate a positive outcome of the
procedure adopted an opinion for the European Parliament Interim report.

The European Parliament adopted the Interim Report on 6 July 2005. On 5 May 2006 Council
adopted a political agreement incorporating some EP points of views on this regulation.

Taking into account, that the Council has fully incorporated in its political agreement on the
European Social Fund regulation the main concerns of our committee on this regulation, we
propose that Parliament gives its assent on the General regulation laying down general
provisions on the ERDF Fund, the ESF Fund and Cohesion Fund.
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The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional
Development, as the committee responsible, to propose that Parliament gives its assent.
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