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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on the Internal 

Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible: 

- to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes that the Single Market can play an essential role in achieving the EU 2020 

employment targets for increasing quality and sustainable employment; the Single Market 

should be completed with the utmost determination and as quickly as possible; the Single 

Market is not an end in itself but a means to achieve social progress; 

2. Considers that the dialogue with the social partners and civil society is of the essence in 

restoring confidence in the Single Market; notes that the Single Market should focus on 

the rights of all stakeholders, not only on their role as consumers or businesses, but also as 

citizens and workers; it's important to have a stronger and earlier involvement of social 

partners and all stakeholders in designing, adopting, implementing and monitoring the 

measures needed to boost growth and workers' rights in the Single Market; 

3. Notes that in order to achieve the EU 2020 target for increasing quality and sustainable 

employment, it is important to enhance the Single Market through, inter alia, preserving 

the appropriate balance between economic priorities and social welfare; 

4. Stresses that the effective provision of services is crucial for future growth, job creation 

and innovation; regrets the over-burden of Union legislation on SMEs; the Single Market 

has a role to play in promoting growth and employment in order to achieve a highly 

competitive market economy; 

5. Regrets that Union citizens have not yet benefited in full from the potential of the Single 

Market in many areas; therefore notes that the opportunities afforded by the Single Market 

must be used to inject new life into Union's economies by further opening borders for 

goods and services, encouraging greater free movement of persons and workers, 

delivering greater choice, opening up new business opportunities for companies, and 

ultimately creating jobs and reaching new customers, in particular persons with 

disabilities, with more accessible services and products; SMEs which have the most 

unlocked potential should be supported by a rigorous application of the SME test during 

the implementation of legislation; 

6. Stresses that the Single Market can play an important role to promote social cohesion in 

the Union, encouraging more exchanges of best practices; notes that the economic 

governance framework should be based on a set of interconnected and mutually consistent 

policies that foster growth and employment, and full development of the internal market is 

a prerequisite for this to happen; calls for measures to support micro, small and medium 

enterprises and cooperatives; 

7. Welcomes Commission Communication on "Minimizing regulatory burden for SMEs: 

Adapting EU regulation to the needs of micro-enterprises" (COM(2011)0803) and 

supports the focus on micro-enterprises; notes that health and safety provision for 
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employees must not be considered as regulatory burdens  and that in certain domains 

requirements should not be the same for all sizes of companies; believes therefore that 

tailor-made legislation for the different types of SMEs would also facilitate their access to 

European and International markets;   

8. Recognises in the context of the Single Market the valuable role of one stop shops 

including electronic and physical in reducing administrative burdens and transaction costs, 

improving efficiency, market openness, transparency and competition, resulting in less 

public spending and greater opportunities for businesses including SMEs and micro-

enterprises to access markets and retain and create new jobs; 

9. Believes that the digital single market alone could have an impact similar to the 1992 

single market programme; encourages the completion of the digital single market in order 

to maximise job and business opportunities; 

10. Notes that European services market remains fragmented; calls for measures to increase 

mobility throughout the Union by simplifying and speeding up administrative procedures 

for the recognition of professional qualifications by enhancing the Internal Market 

Information System; considers that the Commission is right to note that labour mobility 

across Union is still too low and more effective measures are needed in order to remove 

all such administrative obstacles; 

11. Considers that there should be one, easily accessible and first-line help service at the 

national level that businesses and citizens, including disabled customers can turn to when 

encountering obstacles in trying to make use of the rights and opportunities offered by the 

Single Market. Such help service could be built by further developing the existing 

SOLVIT centres too; 

12. Calls on the Member States in making smarter use of IT-tools to inform businesses and 

citizens and enable them to make use of their rights and opportunities, the accessibility of 

persons with disabilities is of utmost importance in order for them to know their rights and 

opportunities in accessible formats; 

13. Insists on Social and fiscal convergence as factor of integration in Single market; calls on 

the Member States with roughly same GDP to accelerate convergence process via 

reinforced cooperation; 

14. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure effective controls to prevent 

social dumping and to ensure the application of collective agreements; 

15. Notes that European Social Standards are considered an added value for the Union and 

play an integral role in the Single Market functioning; 

16. Stresses that regarding the analysis of key services sectors in functioning of the single 

market in particular trade, business services, digital markets, transport in the Annual 

report on the integration of Single Market, more attention should be given to people with 

disabilities facing obstacles in the built environment and services not designed for all; 

17. Considers that for the best functioning of the Single Market a level playing field is 
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essential and all Member States should transpose Union legislation to an equal degree, and 

the Commission should use its enforcement powers against transgressors in a consistent 

manner, and without favour; 

18. Calls for greater commitment to advance the agenda on smart regulation over the next 2 

years particularly in those sectors relating to sustainable, intelligent and inclusive growth; 

19. Calls on the Commission to set up a European network of national entities proposed in the 

relevant communication of the Commission, by giving a new mandate to its existing 

Internal Market Advisory Committee to look at Single Market integration and governance 

issues with special regards to accessibility in accordance with the ratified UN Convention 

on the rights of persons with disabilities; 

20. Calls on the Commission to enforce the completion of the Single Market by ensuring the 

implementation of Union Directives in all Member States. 
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