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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Women's 

Rights and Gender Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes that the irregular status of undocumented women throughout Europe makes it 

virtually impossible for their fundamental human rights, including the rights to education 

and health, to be respected, thus making these women particularly vulnerable to all forms 

of exploitation, low wages, unstable working conditions and social exclusion; considers 

that the best way of permanently improving their situation is to bring them within the 

legally established systems, since their irregular situation deprives them of social security 

and other employment benefits; notes that they may be further disadvantaged by 

furthermore, illiteracy and by language and adaptability barriers; 

2. Calls on the Member States to take the following action: to put an end to discriminatory 

practices; to fight undeclared work and labour exploitation, inter alia by means of labour 

inspections; to recognise undocumented women as victims and allow them to access 

basic health services, employment  and education; to enable them to have access to the 

legal system and to confidential advice in emergencies without fear of this resulting in 

measures to terminate their residence; to ensure that such action also involves the 

European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion, as well as networks of existing 

aid organisations, churches and civil society organisations; and, where necessary, to 

establish specific forms of data protection for the women concerned; 

3. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to recognise undocumented women 

migrants explicitly as a vulnerable social group, exposed to trafficking, discrimination 

and exploitation on the labour market;  

4. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to focus on the working conditions of 

undocumented women migrants, as a crucial step towards defining and recognising the 

difficulties to which they are exposed on the labour market and in order to ensure that 

their fundamental rights are respected; 

5. Encourages the Member States to work actively to extend the possibilities for 

undocumented persons to become legal, in order to facilitate their access to the labour 

market and improve their inclusion in society; 

6. Stresses that undocumented women in particular are often the victims of precarious, 

isolated, unhealthy or working conditions, are very often employed below their education 

level, in some cases experience abuse and violence, and are prevented by extreme 

dependency on their employers from asserting their fundamental and labour rights; calls 

on the Member States and the social partners to help undocumented women be brought 

within the legally established systems, thereby enabling them to better exercise their 

rights - including through the application of Directive 2009/52/EC providing for 

minimum standards on sanctions and measures against employers of illegally staying 

third-country nationals - respecting labour law and collective agreements; 
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7. Calls for the implementation of ILO Convention No 29 on forced labour;  calls for 

consideration to be given to the special situation of women involved in forced labour – 

including not just forced prostitution but all involuntary work, the domestic sphere 

included – and for protection to be given to the undocumented migrant women 

concerned; 

8. Stresses the need for the Commission and the Member States to strengthen labour 

inspections in order to combat the exploitation of undocumented women migrant workers 

and the violation of their fundamental human rights; 

9. Calls for the creation of special forms of data protection for undocumented women, 

including victims of human trafficking, who turn in such situations to hospitals, doctors, 

the authorities and NGOs seeking for help or guidelines, to women's shelters, counselling 

services or religious counsellors and for the protection of workers in such establishments 

who acquire information about irregular residence; believes help and support should be 

given in accordance with Directive 2011/36/EU on preventing and combating trafficking 

in human beings and protecting its victims, and calls for this directive to be implemented  

in all Member States; stresses the need for women with irregular or unclear residence 

status to be able to access medical care without risk of expulsion; 

10. Condemns all forms of violence, human trafficking, abuse and discrimination against 

undocumented women; stresses the need to ensure access to the help on offer in such 

situations without fear of this resulting directly in measures to terminate residence; 

11. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide sufficient female contact 

staff, care professionals, officials, assessors and other staff; calls for such measures out of 

respect for other religions and cultures and the need to protect against discrimination; 

12. Stresses that undocumented women are vulnerable to abuse, and that barriers for them to 

engage in legal procedures are often to be found in the fear that their safety is not 

guaranteed, arising from a lack of shelters and procedural obstacles; calls on the Member 

States to ensure that such women are able to report any abuse suffered and are protected 

from any form of reprisal; believes that measures should also be introduced to assist such 

vulnerable women, including provision of shelters; calls on the Member States, 

accordingly, to take the necessary measures to identify such abuse and to guarantee 

access to justice; 

13. Draws attention in particular to the situation of undocumented women who are pregnant 

or have children; stresses that they need special protection and a legal entitlement to 

healthcare and have the right to a birth certificate for their children in accordance with 

Article 7 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child; emphasises that they must 

have access to appropriate medical care and to registry offices without having to fear that 

this will result in measures to terminate their residence; calls for special forms of data 

protection for women who in such situations turn to doctors, clinics and registry offices; 

14. Calls on the Commission and the Member States, through more extensive and integrated 

research, to close the gaps in reliable data and existing knowledge on the number and 

situation of undocumented persons in Europe, to draw the attention of the European 
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Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound) to the 

situation of undocumented women, and to take greater account of women in this category 

when implementing the inclusion targets of the Europe 2020 strategy;  

15. Encourages the Member States to grant the children of women with irregular or unclear 

residence status access to the education system without the threat of this leading to 

prosecution and/or deportation; 

16. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to reduce inequalities in employment 

between migrant workers and EU workers by offering secondary education and 

vocational training so that women, especially migrant women, can acquire new skills and 

are thus not restricted to low-paid jobs; 

17. Calls, in the context of efforts to prevent migration by providing development aid to the 

migrants' countries of origin, for the focus to be placed on women's education and rights; 

18. Asks for the opinion of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs for the 

Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality on gender aspects of the EU 

Framework for National Roma Inclusion Strategies to be taken into account in this 

context. 
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