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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary 
Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Expresses its satisfaction that the Court of Auditors has declared the transactions 
underlying the Foundation’s annual accounts for the financial year 2017 to be legal and 
regular and that its financial position as at 31 December 2017 is fairly represented;

2. Appreciates that the Foundation’s high-quality work in expanding and disseminating 
knowledge has contributed to the planning and establishment of better living and 
working conditions in the Union; recognises the Foundation’s active role as an essential 
contributor to policy development and its active role as a source of information for the 
ongoing EU-initiatives, such as the implementation of the European Pillar of Social 
Rights, work-life balance, access to social protection and improving working 
conditions; welcomes the Foundation’s analysis and policy input as regards trends in 
quality of life against a background of the changing social and economic profile in the 
Overview report of the fourth European Quality of Life Survey;

3. Highlights the importance of good cooperation between Agencies working in the field 
of employment, social affairs and inclusion and particularly the cooperation between the 
Foundation, EU-OSHA, Cedefop and EIGE; furthermore considers it to be important to 
maintain strong cooperation between the Foundation and the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs in order to continue to engage in constructive and 
evidence-based discussions;

4. Acknowledges the Foundation’s progress in completing its four-year programme that 
identified four specific priority policy areas for the Foundation’s future work 
programme;

5. Welcomes that the Foundation has had an ethics code in place since 2017 and is 
committed to inform the discharge authority about any alleged or real conflict of interest 
cases; also welcomes that the Foundation has committed to assess the possibilities to 
establish an independent  disclosure, advice and referral body;

6. Welcomes that the Foundation expressed that they see the new Founding Regulation as 
an opportunity to reassess the matter of greater independence of the Accounting Officer 
in the future, as well as to carry out regular external evaluations;

7. Welcomes that the Foundation is assessing the possibilities to also open the e-
procurement software for negotiated tenders; notes that e-submission and e-prior are 
currently not introduced;

8. Notes that the Court of Auditors sees a need to strengthen the accounting officer’s 
independence by making him/her directly responsible to Eurofound’s Director 
(administrative) and Governing Board (functional) - but that the Governing Board 
expresses satisfaction with the independence of the accounting officer and draws 
attention to an already existing entitlement to directly report to the Chair; calls for the 
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Eurofound to strengthen the accounting officer’s independence by making him directly 
responsible to the Agency’s Director (administratively) and Board (functionally);

9. Recalls that staffing cuts have been implemented with great difficulty and reiterates its 
real concern regarding any further cuts which it is convinced would limit Eurofound’s 
ability to carry out their mandate; highlights to this end the importance of ensuring 
adequate staff and financial resources allowing the Agency to implement its tasks; 
expresses concern on the budgetary impact of the Irish country coefficient increase to 
119,8 in 2017; underlines that action must be taken by the Institutions to offset the 
budgetary consequences without any further delay as expressed in Parliament's position 
in the draft budget;

10. Reiterates the need to urgently implement independent disclosure, advice and referral 
mechanisms with sufficient budgetary resources, in order to help reporting persons use 
the right channels to disclose their information on possible irregularities affecting the 
financial interests of the Union, while protecting their confidentiality and offering 
needed support and advice in line with the directive on persons reporting on breaches of 
Union law which is currently under inter-institutional negotiations;

11. Recommends, on the basis of the facts available, that discharge be granted to the 
Director of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions (Eurofound) with respect to the implementation of the Foundation’s budget 
for the financial year 2017.
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