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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Structural reforms are essential to modernise the European Union’s economy, to improve its 
capacity to adapt to challenges and to accelerate its competitiveness. Competitiveness and 
prosperity must be a priority together with the welfare of citizens. Structural reforms play an 
important role in this aspect, as they accelerate the process of upward social and economic 
convergence among the Member States, both inside and outside the euro area, and strengthen 
the resilience of their economies. Effective implementation of structural reforms is necessary 
to enhance cohesion, raise productivity, create jobs, encourage investment and ensure 
sustainable growth. Nevertheless, current implementation of structural reforms by the Member 
States is uneven across the continent, lagging behind on commitments. National efforts to 
achieve reforms should be reinforced, and in that sense, the rapporteur welcomes the 
Commission’s proposal for a regulation on the establishment of the Reform Support 
Programme (2018/0213(COD)), which will help Member States implement their country 
specific recommendations identified in the European Semester.

As presented in the Commission’s proposal, the post-2020 Reform Support Programme (RSP) 
consists of three instruments: 1) the Technical Support Instrument, which builds on the existing 
Structural Reform Support Programme (SRSP), 2) the Reform Delivery Tool and 3) the 
Convergence Facility. Nevertheless, ongoing discussions in the Council of the European Union 
highlight the possibility of the RSP to be structured differently: 1) the Technical Support 
Instrument, which builds on the existing Structural Reform Support Programme (SRSP), 2) the 
Budgetary Instrument for Convergence and Competitiveness for the euro area (BICC) and 3) 
the Convergence and Reform Instrument for non-euro area Member States (CRI). The 
rapporteur has taken note of these ongoing discussions in the Council concerning a different 
structure of the programme.

The structural reforms supported by the RSP can have a significant impact on the labour market 
and social security systems of Member States. The rapporteur underlines the Commission’s 
impact assessment (SWD(2018) 310 final) which is expecting the RSP “to have a positive effect 
on employment by stimulating job creation across the Union. That effect can be generated, for 
example, through reforms of the labour market, in particular those increasing the skills and 
qualifications of the labour force and the adaptation of skills to market needs. The Programme 
can also have positive effects on income distribution, active labour market policies, social 
inclusion and social protection, by fostering the realisation of the European Pillar of Social 
Rights.”

The rapporteur expects the RSP to provide sufficient incentives for Member States to contribute 
to the competitiveness and prosperity of the European Union, to address the dynamics and 
digitisation of future labour markets, to tackle social exclusion and create opportunities for its 
citizens, especially for children and youth. Given the linkage between the scope of the RSP and 
the implementation of the country specific recommendations provisioned in the European 
Semester, the rapporteur expects that the RSP will bring a substantial contribution to the 
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights. The rapporteur expects the RSP to 
encourage and foster reforms with social impact investment, which also provide digital 
solutions for social needs and benefits of citizens, improving their social wellbeing.
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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets and 
the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committees responsible, to take 
into account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) At Union level, the European 
Semester of economic policy coordination 
is the framework to identify national 
reform priorities and monitor their 
implementation. Member States develop 
their own national multiannual investment 
strategies in support of those reform 
priorities. Those strategies should be 
presented alongside the yearly National 
Reform Programmes as a way to outline 
and coordinate priority investment projects 
to be supported by national and/or Union 
funding. They should also serve to use 
Union funding in a coherent manner and to 
maximise the added value of the financial 
support to be received notably from the 
programmes supported by the Union under 
the European Regional Development Fund, 
the Cohesion fund, the European Social 
Fund, the European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund and the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development, the European 
Investment Stabilisation Function and 
InvestEU, where relevant.

(3) At Union level, the European 
Semester of economic policy coordination 
is the framework to identify national 
reform priorities and monitor their 
implementation. Member States develop 
their own national multiannual investment 
strategies in support of those reform 
priorities taking into account the 
investment needs and challenges linked to 
regional and territorial disparities. Those 
strategies should be presented alongside 
the yearly National Reform Programmes 
following a wide-ranging consultation 
with relevant stakeholders including 
social partners, as a way to outline and 
coordinate priority investment projects to 
be supported by national and/or Union 
funding. They should also serve to use 
Union funding in a coherent manner and to 
maximise the added value of the financial 
support to be received notably from the 
programmes supported by the Union under 
the European Regional Development Fund, 
the Cohesion fund, the European Social 
Fund, the European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund and the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development, the European 
Investment Stabilisation Function and 
InvestEU, where relevant. Member States 
and the Commission should ensure the 
coordination, complementarity and 
coherence between the Programme and 
other Union instruments, in particular by 
avoiding duplication throughout the 
process.
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Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3a) As part of the goals of the 
European Semester, structural reforms 
should be based on solidarity, integration 
and social justice with a view to the 
creation of quality employment and 
sustainable growth, thereby improving the 
living standards of all Union citizens and 
ensuring equality, inclusion and access to 
social protection for all in line with the 
key principles of the European Pillar of 
Social Rights.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The economic and financial crisis 
has shown that developing sound and 
resilient economies and financial systems 
built on strong economic and social 
structures helps Member States to respond 
more efficiently to shocks and recover 
more swiftly from them. The 
implementation of structural reforms is 
among the Union’s policy priorities 
because such reforms seek to set the 
recovery on a sustainable path, unlock the 
growth potential, strengthen the adjustment 
capacity and support the process of upward 
convergence. Pursuing structural reforms 
can also contribute to strengthening 
economic and social cohesion, boosting 
productivity and investment and creating 
good conditions for sustainable growth and 
employment in the Union.

(4) The economic and financial crisis 
has shown that developing sound and 
resilient economies and financial systems 
built on strong economic and social 
structures helps Member States to respond 
more efficiently to economic shocks and 
recover more swiftly from them. The 
implementation of structural reforms is 
among the Union’s policy priorities 
because such reforms seek to set the 
recovery on a sustainable path, unlock the 
growth potential, adapt to technological 
development, strengthen the adjustment 
capacity and social security systems and 
support the process of upward 
convergence. Pursuing structural reforms 
should also contribute to strengthening 
economic,  social and territorial cohesion, 
boosting productivity and investment and 
creating good economic and social 
conditions for sustainable growth and 
employment and addressing demographic 
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challenges in the Union. It should help to 
build resilient labour markets, promote 
decent jobs, and enhance social inclusion. 
Moreover, reforms are intended to help 
remove bottlenecks and create a 
favourable environment for investment 
and small and medium-sized enterprises, 
including for innovative and sustainable 
re-industrialisation. More specifically, 
reforms to education and training systems 
should contribute to boosting economic 
activity and, at the same time, set 
conditions for medium- and long-term 
growth.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The degree of implementation of 
structural reforms in the Member States is 
still not sufficient across the Union. 
Experience with the implementation of the 
economic policy coordination mechanism 
under the European Semester shows that, 
in general, the implementation of structural 
reforms has been slow and uneven and that 
national reform efforts should be 
reinforced and incentivised.

(6) The degree of implementation of 
structural reforms in the Member States is 
still not sufficient across the Union. 
Experience with the implementation of the 
economic policy coordination mechanism 
under the European Semester shows that, 
in general, the implementation of structural 
reforms has been slow and uneven and that 
national reform efforts should be 
reinforced and incentivised through closer 
dialogue between the Commission and the 
Member States and with cohesion policy 
support, in particular because some 
Member States, in particular those outside 
the euro area, suffer from low growth, 
high unemployment rates, widening social 
disparities and an increased risk of 
poverty.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation



AD\1200173EN.docx 7/34 PE645.062v02-00

EN

Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) There is a need for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive structural 
reforms in line with Article 9 TFEU, with 
the Union having identified the 
implementation of such structural 
reforms among its policy priorities to set 
the recovery on a sustainable path, unlock 
the growth potential to strengthen the 
adjustment capacity, boost growth, create 
decent jobs, foster investment and support 
the process of upward economic and 
social convergence.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) Regulation (EU) 2017/825 of the 
European Parliament and the Council19 
established the Structural Reform Support 
Programme (SRSP) for the period 2017 to 
2020, with a budget of EUR 142 800 000. 
The SRSP was established to strengthen 
the capacity of Member States to prepare 
and implement growth-sustaining 
administrative and structural reforms, 
including through assistance for the 
efficient and effective use of the Union 
funds. Technical support under that 
programme is provided by the 
Commission, upon request from a Member 
State, and can cover a wide range of policy 
areas. Initial experience with the SRSP has 
shown a demand for technical support in 
the order of four times (in 2017) and five 
times (in 2018) its annual available budget.

(7) Regulation (EU) 2017/825 of the 
European Parliament and the Council19 
established the Structural Reform Support 
Programme (SRSP) for the period 2017 to 
2020, with a budget of EUR 142 800 000. 
The SRSP was established to strengthen 
the capacity of Member States to prepare 
and implement growth-sustaining 
administrative and structural reforms, 
including through assistance for the 
efficient and effective use of the Union 
funds. Technical support under that 
programme is provided by the 
Commission, upon request from a Member 
State, and can cover a wide range of policy 
areas. Initial experience with the SRSP has 
shown a demand for technical support in 
the order of four times (in 2017) and five 
times (in 2018) its annual available budget, 
which led the Commission to propose an 
increase in its budgets for 2019 and 2020.

__________________ __________________
19 Regulation (EU) 2017/825 of the 19 Regulation (EU) 2017/825 of the 
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European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 May 2017 on the establishment of the 
Structural Reform Support Programme for 
the period 2017 to 2020 and amending 
Regulations (EU) No 1303/2013 and (EU) 
No 1305/2013 (OJ L 129, 19.5.2017, p. 1)

European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 May 2017 on the establishment of the 
Structural Reform Support Programme for 
the period 2017 to 2020 and amending 
Regulations (EU) No 1303/2013 and (EU) 
No 1305/2013 (OJ L 129, 19.5.2017, p. 1)

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) The Union institutions and bodies 
have extensive experience in providing 
specific support to national, regional and 
local authorities of the Member States as 
regards capacity building and in relation 
to the implementation of cohesion policy. 
This experience should be used in order to 
enhance the capacity of the Union to 
provide support to interested Member 
States to help improve their growth 
potential and social cohesion through 
measures aiming to increase employment 
rates, combat exclusion and poverty and 
increase the accessibility to services of 
general interest, including quality 
education and care and healthcare 
services.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) Against that background, it is 
necessary to strengthen the current 
framework for the provision of support to 
Member States by offering direct financial 
support, alongside technical support. To 
that end, a new Reform Support 
Programme ('the Programme') should be 
established to provide effective incentives 

(10) Against that background, it is 
necessary to strengthen the current 
framework for the provision of support to 
Member States by offering direct financial 
support, alongside technical support. To 
that end, a new Reform Support 
Programme ('the Programme') should be 
established to provide effective incentives 
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to step up the implementation of structural 
reforms in the Member States. The 
Programme should be comprehensive and 
should also benefit from the experience 
gained by the Commission and the 
Member States from the use of the other 
instruments and programmes. The 
Programme should also continue the 
actions and the mode of operation of the 
SRSP, since they have been proven very 
useful, and have been appreciated by 
Member States, for strengthening the 
administrative capacity of national 
authorities in various policy domains. The 
Programme should also include targeted 
support for reforms in Member States 
whose currency is not the euro and which 
have taken demonstrable steps towards 
adopting the single currency within a 
given time-frame.

to step up the implementation of structural 
reforms in the Member States. The 
Programme should be comprehensive and 
should also benefit from the experience 
gained by the Commission and the 
Member States from the use of the other 
instruments and programmes. The 
Programme should also continue the 
actions and the mode of operation of the 
SRSP, since they have been proven very 
useful, and have been appreciated by 
Member States, for strengthening the 
administrative capacity of national 
authorities in various policy domains, and 
build upon the principles set out in the 
European Pillar of Social Rights, the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union and the objectives of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. The Programme should also include 
targeted support for reforms in Member 
States whose currency is not the euro but 
which have the obligation to adopt the 
single currency.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) The Programme's overall objective 
is the enhancement of cohesion, 
competitiveness, productivity, growth, and 
employment. For that purpose, it should 
provide financial incentives for addressing 
challenges of a structural nature, and 
should help to strengthen the 
administrative capacity of the Member 
States insofar as their institutions and 
economic and social sectors are concerned.

(13) The Programme's overall objective 
is the enhancement of economic, social 
and territorial cohesion, investment, 
competitiveness, productivity, sustainable 
growth, job creation, social inclusion and 
employment. For that purpose, it should 
provide financial incentives for addressing 
challenges of a structural nature, and 
should help to strengthen the 
administrative and institutional capacity of 
the Member States insofar as their 
institutions and economic and social 
sectors are concerned. It is also necessary 
to provide for an appropriate level of 
involvement of regional and local 
authorities in the preparation and 
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implementation of structural reform.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) Specific objectives should be set for 
each instrument of the Programme. With 
regard to the reform delivery tool, they 
should consist of fulfilling concrete 
milestones and targets set out in relation to 
the completion of reform commitments, 
which would trigger the release of the 
financial incentives. With regard to the 
technical support instrument, they should 
be to assist national authorities in their 
endeavours to design and implement 
reforms, by taking into account good 
practices and lessons learned from peers. 
Those objectives should be pursued in all 
Member States under those two 
instruments and, in the context of the 
convergence facility, by those Member 
States whose currency is not the euro and 
which have taken demonstrable steps 
towards adopting the single currency 
within a given time-frame.

(14) Specific objectives should be set for 
each instrument of the Programme. With 
regard to the reform delivery tool, they 
should consist of fulfilling concrete 
milestones and targets set out in relation to 
the completion of reform commitments 
linked to the European Semester process, 
which would trigger the release of the 
financial incentives. With regard to the 
technical support instrument, they should 
be to assist national authorities in their 
endeavours to design and implement 
reforms, by taking into account good 
practices and lessons learned from peers. 
Those objectives should be pursued in all 
Member States under those two 
instruments and, in the context of the 
convergence facility, by those Member 
States whose currency is not the euro and 
which have taken or are taking 
demonstrable steps towards adopting the 
single currency within a given time-frame, 
with a view to helping them prepare for 
membership of the euro area.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14a) The Programme should stimulate 
reforms implemented through local 
authorities and other stakeholders. Where 
the European Semester, in particular 
country-specific recommendations, 
identify challenges that require urgent 
reforms but the Member State concerned 



AD\1200173EN.docx 11/34 PE645.062v02-00

EN

makes inadequate use of the allocated 
funding, or such funding has been 
suspended by the Commission, regional 
and local level actions that contribute to 
addressing those challenges should 
continue to benefit from the Programme.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) In order to ensure that the reforms 
supported by the Programme address all 
the key economic and societal areas, both 
financial support and technical support 
under the Programme should be provided 
by the Commission, upon request from a 
Member State, in a broad range of policy 
domains, which include areas related to 
public financial and asset management, 
institutional and administrative reform, 
business environment, the financial sector, 
markets for products, services and labour, 
education and training, sustainable 
development, public health and social 
welfare.

(15) In order to ensure that the reforms 
supported by the Programme address all 
the key economic and societal areas, also 
covering social aspects, both financial 
support and technical support under the 
Programme should be provided by the 
Commission, upon request from a Member 
State, in a broad range of policy domains, 
which include areas related to public 
financial and asset management, 
institutional and administrative reform, 
business environment, the financial sector, 
markets for products, harnessing the 
digital development, services and labour, 
skills for jobs, children, youth and elderly 
people policies, education and training, 
sustainable development, public health and 
social welfare.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17) In order to cater for additional 
needs under the Programme, Member 
States should have the possibility to 
transfer to the budget of the Programme 
resources programmed in shared 
management under the Union funds, in 
accordance with the procedure thereof. 

deleted
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Transferred resources should be 
implemented in accordance with the rules 
of this Programme and should be used for 
the benefit of the Member State 
concerned.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) With regard to the reform delivery 
tool, it is necessary to identify the types of 
reforms that should be eligible for financial 
support. To ensure their contribution to the 
objectives of the Programme, the eligible 
reforms should be those addressing the 
challenges identified in the context of the 
European Semester of economic policy 
coordination, including those proposed to 
address the country-specific 
recommendations.

(19) With regard to the reform delivery 
tool, it is necessary to identify the types of 
reforms that should be eligible for financial 
support. To ensure their contribution to the 
objectives of the Programme, the eligible 
reforms should be those addressing the 
challenges identified in the context of the 
European Semester of economic policy 
coordination, including those proposed to 
address the country-specific 
recommendations, taking into account 
specific social, economic and territorial 
indicators and situations identified for 
each Member State.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19a) Taking into account technological 
developments, the programme may 
contribute to the adoption of integrated 
investment plans in digital infrastructures 
and skills as well as the creation of an 
effective funding framework for them 
which should ensure the highest possible 
competitiveness for European regions. 
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Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) In order to ensure a meaningful 
incentive for Member States to complete 
structural reforms, it is appropriate to 
establish a maximum financial contribution 
available for them under the instrument for 
each stage of allocation and under each 
call. That maximum contribution should be 
calculated on the basis of the population of 
Member States. To ensure that the financial 
incentives are spread throughout the whole 
period of application of the Programme, 
the allocation of funds to the Member 
States should be made in stages. In the first 
stage lasting twenty months, half (EUR 11 
000 000 000) of the overall financial 
envelope of the reform delivery tool should 
be made available to Member States, 
during which they could receive up to their 
maximum allocation by submitting 
proposals for reform commitments.

(20) In order to ensure a meaningful 
incentive for Member States to complete 
structural reforms, taking into account 
social, economic and territorial 
challenges and investment needs, it is 
appropriate to establish a maximum 
financial contribution available for them 
under the instrument for each stage of 
allocation and under each call. That 
maximum contribution should be 
calculated on the basis of the population of 
Member States and their social and 
economic situation, measured on the basis 
of indicators such as their GDP per 
capita, social exclusion, poverty and 
unemployment. To ensure that the 
financial incentives are spread throughout 
the whole period of application of the 
Programme, the allocation of funds to the 
Member States should be made in stages. 
In the first stage lasting twenty months, 75 
% of the overall financial envelope of the 
reform delivery tool should be made 
available to Member States, during which 
they could receive up to their maximum 
allocation by submitting proposals for 
reform commitments.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) In the interest of transparency and 
efficiency, in the subsequent stage lasting 
until the end of the Programme, a system 
of periodic calls should be set out by the 
Commission to allocate the remaining half 
(EUR 11 000 000 000) of the overall 

(21) In the interest of transparency and 
efficiency, in the subsequent stage lasting 
until the end of the Programme, a system 
of periodic calls should be set out by the 
Commission to allocate the remaining 25% 
of the overall financial envelope of the 
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financial envelope of the instrument, plus 
the amounts unused from the previous 
stage. Simple procedures should be 
organised to that effect. Under each call, all 
Member States should be invited to submit 
reform proposals concurrently, and could 
be awarded their maximum financial 
contribution on the basis of their reform 
proposals. In the interest of transparency, 
the first call organised by the Commission 
during the second stage should be for an 
amount corresponding to the remaining 
part (EUR 11 000 000 000) of the overall 
financial envelope of the instrument. 
Further calls should be organised by the 
Commission only where the overall 
financial envelope has not been fully used. 
The Commission should adopt and publish 
an indicative calendar of the further calls to 
be organised, and should indicate, at each 
call, the remaining amount of the overall 
envelope, which is available under that 
call.

instrument, plus the amounts unused from 
the previous stage. Simple procedures 
should be organised to that effect. Under 
each call, all Member States should be 
invited to submit reform proposals 
concurrently, and could be awarded their 
maximum financial contribution on the 
basis of their reform proposals. Any 
proposal should be subject to a wide-
ranging consultation of stakeholders prior 
to the official submission of the proposal. 
In the interest of transparency, the first call 
organised by the Commission during the 
second stage should be for an amount 
corresponding to the remaining part of the 
overall financial envelope of the 
instrument. Further calls should be 
organised by the Commission only where 
the overall financial envelope has not been 
fully used. The Commission should adopt 
and publish an indicative calendar of the 
further calls to be organised, and should 
indicate, at each call, the remaining amount 
of the overall envelope, which is available 
under that call.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) It is necessary to establish a process 
for the submission of proposals for reform 
commitments by the Member States, and 
the content thereof. With a view to 
ensuring the expediency of procedures, a 
Member State should submit the proposal 
for reform commitments together with its 
national reform programme, but in the 
form of a separate annex, which may also 
be submitted at a different point in time. 
While participation in the Programme is 
voluntary, Member States experiencing 
excessive imbalances should be 
particularly encouraged to come forward 
with reform proposals under the reform 

(22) It is necessary to establish a clear 
and transparent process for the submission 
of proposals for reform commitments by 
the Member States, and the content thereof. 
After a wide-ranging and appropriately 
documented public consultation process, a 
Member State should submit the proposal 
for reform commitments together with its 
national reform programme, but in the 
form of a separate annex, which may also 
be submitted at a different point in time. 
While participation in the Programme is 
voluntary, Member States experiencing 
excessive imbalances and non-euro 
Member States that are subject to 
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delivery tool, which address the problems 
that led to such excessive imbalances.

significant structural development delay 
should be particularly encouraged to come 
forward with reform proposals under the 
reform delivery tool, which address the 
problems that led to such excessive 
imbalances.

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) In order to ensure the ownership of 
and a focus on relevant reforms, the 
Member States should identify the reform 
commitments in response to challenges 
identified in the context of the European 
Semester (including those challenges 
identified in country specific 
recommendations) and propose a detailed 
set of measures for their implementation, 
which should contain appropriate 
milestones and targets and a timetable for 
implementation over a maximum period of 
three years. Close cooperation between the 
Commission and the Member States should 
be sought and achieved throughout the 
process.

(23) In order to ensure the ownership of 
and a focus on relevant reforms, the 
Member States should identify the reform 
commitments in response to challenges 
identified in the context of the European 
Semester (including those challenges 
identified in country specific 
recommendations) and propose a detailed 
set of measures for their implementation, 
which should contain appropriate 
milestones and targets and a timetable for 
implementation over a maximum period of 
three years. A genuine improvement in 
cooperation between the Commission and 
the Member States should be sought, 
which would translate into much more 
effective implementation of the reforms.

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23a) In order for the reforms pursued 
to gather wide support, Member States 
wishing to benefit from the Programme 
should consult, as part of the process of 
drawing up applications, relevant 
stakeholders, such as local and regional 
authorities, the economic and social 
partners and civil society, in line with the 
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relevant provisions of the Code of 
Conduct on Partnership under cohesion 
policy, as well as national parliaments.

Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The Commission should assess the 
nature and the importance of the reform 
commitments proposed by the Member 
States and should determine the amount to 
be allocated on the basis of transparent 
criteria. To that effect, it should take into 
account the substantive elements provided 
by the Member States and assess whether 
the reform commitments proposed by the 
Member States are expected to effectively 
address challenges identified in the context 
of the European Semester, whether they 
represent a comprehensive reform package, 
whether they are expected to strengthen the 
performance and resilience of the national 
economy and whether their implementation 
is expected to have a lasting impact in the 
Member State where relevant by 
strengthening the institutional and 
administrative capacity of the Member 
State concerned. In addition, the 
Commission should assess whether the 
internal arrangements proposed by the 
Member States, including the proposed 
milestones and targets, and the related 
indicators, are expected to ensure effective 
implementation of the reform 
commitments during a maximum period of 
three years.

(24) The Commission should assess the 
nature and the importance of the reform 
commitments proposed by the Member 
States and should determine the amount to 
be allocated on the basis of transparent 
criteria. To that effect, it should take into 
account the substantive elements provided 
by the Member States and assess whether 
the reform commitments proposed by the 
Member States, taking into account their 
territorial needs, are expected to 
effectively address challenges identified in 
the context of the European Semester, 
whether they represent a comprehensive 
reform package, whether they are expected 
to strengthen the performance and 
resilience of the national economy and 
whether their implementation is expected 
to have a lasting impact in the Member 
State and in the regions where relevant by 
strengthening the institutional and 
administrative capacity of the Member 
State concerned. In addition, the 
Commission should assess whether the 
internal arrangements proposed by the 
Member States, including the proposed 
milestones and targets, and the related 
indicators, are expected to ensure effective 
implementation of the reform 
commitments during a maximum period of 
three years. Furthermore, reforms 
proposed in the context of the financing 
arrangements should be monitored by 
means of the European Semester process.
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Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) For the purposes of transparency, 
the reform commitments adopted by the 
Commission should be communicated to 
the European Parliament and the Council 
and communication activities should be 
carried out by the Commission as 
appropriate.

(29) For the purposes of transparency, 
the reform commitments adopted by the 
Commission should be communicated to 
the European Parliament and the Council 
and communication activities should be 
carried out  on a regular basis by the 
Commission as appropriate.

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 29 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29a) In addition, if the reforms are to 
be sustainable in the long term, it is 
indispensable that the authorities of each 
Member State understand the political 
scope and provide the broadest possible 
information about and commitment to the 
programme.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 31

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(31) For the purpose of sound financial 
management, specific rules should be laid 
down for budget commitments, payments, 
suspension, cancellation and recovery of 
funds. Payments should be based on a 
positive assessment by the Commission of 
the implementation of the reform 
commitments by the Member State. 
Suspension and cancellation of the 
financial contribution should be possible 
when the reform commitments have not 

(31) For the purpose of sound financial 
management, specific rules should be laid 
down for budget commitments, pre-
payments, payments, suspension, 
cancellation and recovery of funds. 
Payments should be based on a positive 
assessment by the Commission of the 
implementation of the reform 
commitments by the Member State. 
Suspension and cancellation of the 
financial contribution should be possible 
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been implemented in a satisfactory manner 
by the Member State. To ensure a 
sustainable impact of the reforms after they 
are implemented, a reasonable period 
defining the durability of the reforms after 
the payment of the financial contribution 
should be established. A period of five 
years should be considered to be a 
reasonable minimum to be applied. 
Appropriate contradictory procedures 
should be established to ensure that the 
decision by the Commission in relation to 
suspension, cancellation and recovery of 
amounts paid respects the right of Member 
States to provide observations.

when the reform commitments have not 
been implemented in a satisfactory manner 
by the Member State. To ensure a 
sustainable impact of the reforms after they 
are implemented, a reasonable period 
defining the durability of the reforms after 
the payment of the financial contribution 
should be established. A period of five 
years should be considered to be a 
reasonable minimum to be applied. 
Appropriate contradictory procedures 
should be established to ensure that the 
decision by the Commission in relation to 
suspension, cancellation and recovery of 
amounts paid respects the right of Member 
States to provide observations.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) With regard to the technical support 
instrument, Member States have 
increasingly taken up technical support 
under the SRSP, beyond initial 
expectations. Almost all Member States 
have requested support under the SRSP 
and requests are distributed across all 
policy areas covered by that programme. 
For that reason, the main features of the 
SRSP should be maintained, including the 
actions eligible for financing under the 
technical support instrument.

(32) With regard to the technical support 
instrument, Member States have 
increasingly taken up technical support 
under the SRSP, beyond initial 
expectations, leading to a proposal to 
increase its budgets for 2019 and 2020. 
Almost all Member States have requested 
support under the SRSP and requests are 
distributed across all policy areas covered 
by that programme. For that reason, the 
main features of the SRSP should be 
maintained, including the actions eligible 
for financing under the technical support 
instrument.

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 33

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(33) The technical support instrument (33) The technical support instrument 
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under the Programme should continue to 
support, the implementation of reforms 
undertaken at the initiative of the Member 
States, reforms in the context of economic 
governance processes or actions related to 
the implementation of Union law, and 
reforms in relation to the implementation 
of economic adjustment programmes. It 
should also provide technical support for 
the preparation and implementation of 
reforms to be undertaken under the other 
Programme instruments.

under the Programme should continue to 
support, the implementation of reforms 
undertaken at the initiative of the Member 
States, reforms in the context of economic 
governance processes or actions related to 
the implementation of Union law, reforms 
that boost the Union’s competitiveness, 
create decent jobs, increase productivity, 
stimulate sustainable investment in the 
real economy, aim to guarantee high-
quality health and education services, 
tackle poverty and social exclusion, 
strengthen economic, social and 
territorial cohesion in the Union, and 
assist Member States that have taken 
concrete steps towards accession to the 
euro area. It should also provide technical 
support for reforms in relation to the 
implementation of economic adjustment 
programmes and for the preparation and 
implementation of reforms to be 
undertaken under the other Programme 
instruments.

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(42) In order to ensure an efficient and 
coherent allocation of funds from the 
Union budget and to respect the principle 
of sound financial management, actions 
under the Programme should be consistent 
with and be complementary to ongoing 
Union programmes, whilst avoiding double 
funding for the same expenditure. In 
particular, the Commission and the 
Member State should ensure, in all stages 
of the process, effective coordination in 
order to safeguard the consistency, 
coherence, complementarity and synergy 
among sources of funding, including 
technical assistance thereof.

(42) In order to ensure an efficient, 
transparent and coherent allocation of 
funds from the Union budget and to respect 
the principle of sound financial 
management, actions under the Programme 
should be consistent with and be 
complementary to ongoing Union 
programmes, whilst avoiding double 
funding for the same expenditure. In 
particular, the Commission and the 
Member State should ensure, in all stages 
of the process, effective coordination in 
order to safeguard the consistency, 
coherence, complementarity and synergy 
among sources of funding, including 
technical assistance thereof.
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Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) to contribute to addressing national 
reform challenges of a structural nature 
aimed at improving the performance of the 
national economies and at promoting 
resilient economic and social structures in 
the Member States, thereby contributing to 
cohesion, competitiveness, productivity, 
growth and employment; and

(a) to contribute to addressing national 
structural reform challenges aimed at 
improving the performance of national 
economies and promoting resilient 
economic and social structures in the 
Member States, thereby supporting 
entrepreneurship and employment, 
undertakings, including small and 
medium-sized enterprises, economic, 
social and territorial cohesion, 
competitiveness, investment, productivity, 
social inclusion, and sustainable growth, 
as well as building resilient labour 
markets and addressing demographic 
challenges in accordance with the 
principles set out in the European Pillar 
of Social Rights and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, thereby ensuring an 
environmentally and socially sustainable 
and democratic Union based on the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals, and the fulfilment of r the Paris 
Agreement obligations; and

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to contribute to strengthening the 
administrative capacity of the Member 
States in relation to challenges faced by 
institutions, governance, public 
administration, and economic and social 
sectors.

(b) to contribute to strengthening the 
administrative and institutional capacity of 
the Member States and local and regional 
authorities in relation to challenges faced 
by institutions, governance, public 
administration, and economic and social 
sectors.
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Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The general and the specific objectives set 
out in Articles 4 and 5 shall refer to policy 
areas related to cohesion, competitiveness, 
productivity, research and innovation, 
smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth, 
jobs and investment, and in particular to 
one or more of the following:

The general and the specific objectives set 
out in Articles 4 and 5 shall refer to policy 
areas related to economic, social and 
territorial cohesion, competitiveness, 
productivity, research and innovation, 
smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth, 
jobs and investment, and in particular to 
one or more of the following:

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) business environment, including 
for small and medium-sized enterprises, re-
industrialisation, private sector 
development, product and service markets, 
investment, public participation in 
enterprises, privatisation processes, trade 
and foreign direct investment, competition 
and public procurement, sustainable 
sectoral development and support for 
research and innovation and digitisation;

(c) business environment, especially 
for small and medium-sized enterprises, re-
industrialisation, private sector 
development, product and service markets, 
public investment, public participation in 
enterprises, privatisation processes, trade 
and foreign direct investment, competition 
and public procurement, sustainable 
sectoral development and support for 
research and innovation and digitisation, 
promoting conditions for boosting 
entrepreneurship, and the development of 
a just transition towards a low carbon 
economy that leaves no-one behind;

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) education and training, labour 
market policies, including social dialogue, 
for the creation of jobs, digital skills, the 
fight against poverty, the promotion of 
social inclusion, social security and social 
welfare systems, public health and 
healthcare systems, as well as cohesion, 
asylum, migration and border policies;

(d) education, life-long learning and 
training, inclusive labour market policies, 
strengthening social dialogue, for the 
creation of jobs, upskilling and reskilling, 
in particular for a just transition, equal 
opportunities and access for all, a better 
future for disadvantaged children, youth 
and elderly people, digital skills, the fight 
against poverty and inequalities, the 
promotion of social inclusion, social 
security and social welfare systems, the 
development of social infrastructure, 
public health and healthcare systems as 
well as cohesion, asylum, migration and 
border policies;

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) policies for implementing climate 
action, mobility, promoting energy and 
resource efficiency, renewable energy 
sources, achieving energy diversification 
and ensuring energy security, and for the 
agricultural sector, fisheries and the 
sustainable development of rural areas; and

(e) policies for implementing climate 
action, mobility, combatting energy 
poverty, promoting energy and resource 
efficiency, renewable energy sources, 
achieving energy diversification and 
ensuring energy security, and for the 
agricultural sector, fisheries and the 
sustainable development of rural and 
cross-border areas; and

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) financial sector policies, including: 
the promotion of financial literacy, 
financial stability, access to finance and 

(f) financial sector policies, including: 
the promotion of financial literacy in 
particular in education, financial stability, 
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lending to the real economy; and 
production, provision and quality 
monitoring and reporting of data and 
statistics.

access to finance and lending to the real 
economy; and production, provision and 
quality monitoring and reporting of data 
and statistics.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Where, by the 31 December 2023, under 
the convergence facility, a non-euro-area 
Member State has not taken demonstrable 
steps to adopt the single currency within a 
given time-frame, the maximum amount 
available for that Member State under the 
financial support component of the 
convergence facility pursuant to Article 26 
shall be reallocated to the reform delivery 
tool referred to in point (a) of the first 
subparagraph of this paragraph. The 
Commission shall adopt a decision to that 
effect after having given the Member State 
concerned the possibility to present its 
observations within a period of two months 
of the communication of its conclusions.

Where, by the 31 December 2023, under 
the convergence facility, a non-euro-area 
Member State has not taken demonstrable 
steps to adopt the single currency within a 
given time-frame, the maximum amount 
available for that Member State under the 
financial support component of the 
convergence facility pursuant to Article 26 
shall be made available for proposals 
drafted with the help of non-governmental 
organisations and local authorities in 
order to promote open debate, as well as 
information campaigns, regarding the 
adoption of the single currency in that 
Member State. The Commission shall 
adopt a decision to that effect after having 
given the Member State concerned the 
possibility to present its observations 
within a period of two months of the 
communication of its conclusions.

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The financial envelope for the 
Programme may also cover expenses 
pertaining to preparatory, monitoring, 
control, audit and evaluation activities, 
which are required for the management of 
the Programme and the achievement of its 
objectives, in particular studies, meetings 
of experts, information and communication 

3. The financial envelope for the 
Programme may also cover expenses 
pertaining to preparatory, monitoring, 
control, audit and evaluation activities, 
which are required for the management of 
the Programme and the achievement of its 
objectives, in particular studies, meetings 
of experts, information and communication 



PE645.062v02-00 24/34 AD\1200173EN.docx

EN

actions, including corporate 
communication of the political priorities of 
the Union, in so far as they are related to 
the objectives of this Regulation, expenses 
linked to IT networks focusing on 
information processing and exchange, 
including corporate information technology 
tools, and all other technical and 
administrative assistance expenses incurred 
by the Commission for the management of 
the Programme. Expenses may also cover, 
under each of the three instruments 
referred to in Article 3, the costs of other 
supporting activities such as quality control 
and monitoring of technical support 
projects on the ground and the costs of peer 
counselling and experts for the assessment 
and implementation of structural reforms.

actions at national, as well as, where 
appropriate, at regional and local level, 
including corporate communication of the 
political priorities of the Union, in so far as 
they are related to the objectives of this 
Regulation, expenses linked to IT 
networks, focusing on information 
processing and exchange, including 
corporate information technology tools, 
and all other technical and administrative 
assistance expenses incurred by the 
Commission for the management of the 
Programme. Expenses may also cover, 
under each of the three instruments 
referred to in Article 3, the costs of other 
supporting activities such as quality control 
and monitoring of technical support 
projects on the ground and the costs of peer 
counselling and experts for the assessment 
and implementation of structural reforms.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Resources allocated to Member 
States under shared management may, at 
their request, be transferred to the 
Programme. The Commission shall 
implement those resources directly in 
accordance with point (a) of Article 62(1) 
of the Financial Regulation or indirectly 
in accordance with point (c) of that 
Article. Where possible those resources 
shall be used for the benefit of the 
Member State concerned.

deleted

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 9 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Annex I lays down a maximum financial 
contribution available for each Member 
State out of the overall envelope of the 
reform delivery tool referred to in point (a) 
of Article 7(2). Such a maximum financial 
contribution is calculated for each Member 
State using the criteria and methodology 
set out in that Annex, based on the 
population of each Member State. Such a 
maximum financial contribution shall be 
available for allocation to each Member 
State, in part or in full, at each stage and 
call of the allocation process set out in 
Article 10.

The maximum financial contribution 
available for each Member State out of the 
overall envelope of the reform delivery 
tool referred to in point (a) of Article 7(2) 
shall be laid in Annex I. Such a maximum 
financial contribution shall be calculated, 
clearly and transparently, for each 
Member State using the criteria and 
methodology set out in that Annex, based 
on the population of each Member State, 
and the social and economic situation of 
the country, measured on the basis of the 
GDP per capita, social exclusion, poverty 
and unemployment indicators. Such a 
maximum financial contribution shall be 
available for allocation to each Member 
State, in part or in full, at each stage and 
call of the allocation process set out in 
Article 10.

Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. For a period of twenty months from 
the date of application of this Regulation, 
the Commission shall make available for 
allocation EUR 11 000 000 000, which 
represents 50% of the overall envelope 
referred to in point (a) of Article 7(2). Each 
Member State may propose to receive up to 
the full amount of the maximum financial 
contribution, referred to in Article 9, to 
fulfil reform commitments proposed in 
accordance with Article 11.

2. For a period of twenty months from 
the date of application of this Regulation, 
the Commission shall make available for 
allocation 75 % of the overall envelope 
referred to in point (a) of Article 7(2). Each 
Member State may propose to receive up to 
the full amount of the maximum financial 
contribution, referred to in Article 9, to 
fulfil reform commitments proposed in 
accordance with Article 11.

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 10 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. For the period starting after the end 
of the period referred to in paragraph 2, the 
Commission shall make available for 
allocation EUR 11 000 000 000, which 
represent the remaining 50% of the overall 
envelope for the reform delivery tool 
referred to in point (a) of Article 7(2), plus 
the amount that has not been allocated in 
accordance with paragraph 2, on the basis 
of calls organised and published under the 
reform delivery tool. The first call shall be 
for allocating EUR 11 000 000 000.

3. For the period starting after the end 
of the period referred to in paragraph 2, the 
Commission shall make available for 
allocation the remaining 25 % of the 
overall envelope for the reform delivery 
tool referred to in point (a) of Article 7(2), 
plus the amount that has not been allocated 
in accordance with paragraph 2, on the 
basis of calls organised and published 
under the reform delivery tool.

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. A Member State wishing to receive 
support under the reform delivery tool shall 
submit a proposal for reform commitments 
to the Commission. That proposal shall set 
out a detailed set of measures for the 
implementation of structural reforms in 
response to challenges identified in the 
European Semester process and shall 
contain milestones, targets and a timetable 
for the implementation of the reforms over 
a maximum period of three years.

1. A Member State wishing to receive 
support under the reform delivery tool shall 
submit a proposal for reform commitments 
to the Commission in partnership with 
local and regional authorities and 
stakeholders and after consulting with the 
social partners and civil society in 
accordance with Article 6 of Regulation 
(EU) XX/xx of the European Parliament 
and of the Council1a. That proposal shall 
set out a detailed set of measures for the 
implementation of structural reforms in 
response to challenges identified in the 
European Semester process and shall 
contain milestones, targets and a timetable 
for the implementation of the reforms over 
a maximum period of three years.

__________________________
1a Regulation (EU) XX/xx of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of XX laying down common provisions on 
the European Regional Development 
Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, 
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the Cohesion Fund, and the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund and 
financial rules for those and for the 
Asylum and Migration Fund, the Internal 
Security Fund and the Border 
Management and Visa Instrument (OJ L 
...).

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) the expected economic and social 
impacts of the reform in the Member State 
concerned and, where possible, the 
spillover effects in other Member States;

(b) the expected economic, social and 
territorial impacts of the reform in the 
Member State concerned and, where 
possible, the spillover effects in other 
Member States;

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 3 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) the social indicators to be 
improved by the proposed reform and the 
contribution made towards achieving the 
principles set out in the European Pillar 
of Social Rights and the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals;

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 3 – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) the extent of the consultation 
carried out prior to its official submission;
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Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 7 – point a – point i – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- in the country-specific 
recommendations and in other relevant 
European Semester documents officially 
adopted by the Commission; or

- in the country-specific 
recommendations and in other relevant 
European Semester documents officially 
adopted by the Commission, including the 
country reports; or

Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 7 – point a –point iii a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iiia) are expected to have beneficial 
social and environmental impacts in the 
Member State concerned;

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Where the reform commitments, 
including relevant milestones and targets, 
are no longer achievable, either partially or 
totally, by the Member State concerned 
because of objective circumstances, the 
Member State concerned may make a 
reasoned request to the Commission to 
amend or replace the decision referred to in 
Article 12(1). To that effect, the Member 
State may propose a modified set or a new 
set of reform commitments.

1. Where the reform commitments, 
including relevant milestones and targets, 
are no longer achievable, either partially or 
totally, or where the change of the social 
and economic indicators significantly 
affect the initial commitment made by the 
Member State concerned because of 
objective circumstances, the Member State 
concerned may make a reasoned request to 
the Commission to amend or replace the 
decision referred to in Article 12(1). To 
that effect, the Member State may propose 
a modified set or a new set of reform 
commitments.
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Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Without prejudice to the second 
subparagraph of Article 12(3), the Member 
State concerned shall report regularly 
within the European Semester process on 
the progress made in the achievement of 
the reform commitments. To that effect, 
Member States are invited to use the 
content of the national reform programmes 
as a tool for reporting on progress towards 
reform completion. The detailed 
arrangements and timetable for reporting, 
including the modality for providing access 
by the Commission to the underlying 
relevant data, shall be laid down in the 
decision referred to in Article 12(1).

Without prejudice to the second 
subparagraph of Article 12(3), the Member 
State concerned shall report regularly 
within the European Semester process on 
the progress made in the achievement of 
the reform commitments. To that effect, 
Member States are invited to use the 
content of the national reform programmes 
as a tool for reporting on progress towards 
reform completion, including on the 
measures taken to ensure coordination 
between the Programme, the European 
Structural and Investment Funds and 
other Union-funded programmes. The 
detailed arrangements and timetable for 
reporting, including the modality for 
providing access by the Commission to the 
underlying relevant data, shall be laid 
down in the decision referred to in Article 
12(1).

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Payment of financial contributions 
to the Member State concerned under this 
Article shall be made in accordance with 
the budget appropriations and subject to 
the available funding.

3. Payment of financial contributions 
to the Member State concerned under this 
Article may include pre-financing 
payment if requested by the Member State 
and shall be made in accordance with the 
budget appropriations and subject to the 
available funding.

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 15 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. Where the Member State concerned 
has not taken the necessary measures 
within a period of six months from the 
suspension, the Commission shall cancel 
the amount of the financial contribution 
pursuant to Article 14(1) of the Financial 
Regulation after having given the Member 
State concerned the possibility to present 
its observations within a period of two 
months from the communication of its 
conclusions.

7. Where the Member State concerned 
has not taken the necessary measures 
within a period of six months from the 
suspension, the Commission shall cancel 
the amount of the financial contribution 
pursuant to Article 14(1) of the Financial 
Regulation after having given the Member 
State concerned the possibility to present 
its observations within a period of two 
months from the communication of its 
conclusions. The Commission shall ensure 
that non-governmental organisations and 
local authorities in such a Member State 
that implement the reform shall continue 
to benefit from the Programme.

Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 – paragraph 1 – point h

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) communication projects for 
learning, cooperation, awareness raising, 
dissemination activities and exchange of 
good practices; organisation of awareness-
raising and information campaigns, media 
campaigns and events, including corporate 
communication and communication, where 
appropriate, through social networks; and

(h) communication projects for 
learning, cooperation, awareness raising, 
dissemination activities and exchange of 
good practices, including through 
technical study visits in Member States 
that have implemented similar reforms, 
organisation of awareness-raising and 
information campaigns, media campaigns 
and events, including corporate 
communication and communication, where 
appropriate, through social networks; and

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 19 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the implementation of reforms by (a) the implementation of reforms by 
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Member States, undertaken on their own 
initiative, in particular to achieve 
sustainable economic growth and job 
creation;

Member States, undertaken on their own 
initiative, in particular to achieve 
sustainable economic growth, creation and 
preservation of quality employment, 
poverty reduction, social convergence and 
social inclusion;

Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 19 – paragraph 2 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) the implementation of reforms, 
which are relevant for preparation for euro-
area membership for Member States, 
whose currency is not the euro and which 
have taken demonstrable steps towards 
adopting the single currency within a given 
time-frame.

(e) the implementation of reforms, 
which are relevant for preparation for euro-
area membership for Member States, 
whose currency is not the euro and which 
have taken or are taking demonstrable 
steps towards adopting the single currency 
within a given time-frame.

Amendment 54

Proposal for a regulation
Article 19 – paragraph 2 – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) actions which can contribute to the 
implementation of the principles set out in 
the European Pillar of Social Rights, the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union or the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Amendment 55

Proposal for a regulation
Article 26 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Annex X lays down a maximum financial 
contribution available for each Member 

The maximum financial contribution 
available for each Member State out of the 



PE645.062v02-00 32/34 AD\1200173EN.docx

EN

State out of the overall financial envelope 
referred to in point (c)(i) of Article 7(2). 
Such maximum financial contribution is 
calculated for each eligible Member State 
using the criteria and methodology set out 
in that Annex, based on population of each 
Member State, and applies for each of the 
allocation stages and calls set out in Article 
10.

overall financial envelope referred to in 
point (c)(i) of Article 7(2) shall be laid 
down in Annex X. Such maximum 
financial contribution shall be calculated 
for each eligible Member State using the 
criteria and methodology set out in that 
Annex, based on population of each 
Member State and the social and 
economic situation of the country, 
measured on the basis of the GDP per 
capita, social exclusion, poverty and 
unemployment indicators, and shall apply 
for each of the allocation stages and calls 
set out in Article 10.

Amendment 56

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. An eligible Member State shall 
submit a proposal for reform commitments 
under the financial support component of 
this convergence facility, in accordance 
with Article 11.

1. Following a wide-ranging and 
well-documented public consultation 
process, an eligible Member State shall 
submit a proposal for reform commitments 
under the financial support component of 
this convergence facility, in accordance 
with Article 11.
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