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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas countries that have greater availability of broadband internet in homes also 
have a greater number of citizens with basic or advanced digital skills;

B. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of digital skills and 
the need to improve them, including through education and the provision of equipment 
enabling students to participate in remote learning at home and in educational facilities;

C. whereas the development of digital skills is vital in order to adapt to the changing needs 
of an increasingly digitised labour market and to combat job losses and adverse social 
phenomena, such as lack of access to basic services and digital and social exclusion;

D. whereas there are practically no evaluation documents, both for individual projects and 
for Member States’ national digitisation strategies as a whole, which makes it 
impossible to identify a link between a given intervention and an observed increase in 
digital skills;

E. whereas supporting digital readiness in general and vocational schools, as well as 
personalisation and innovation in education systems, may help to improve learning 
outcomes, contribute to achieving greater fairness and increase the effectiveness of 
education;

1. Stresses the need to train teachers in order to improve their digital skills, including skills 
assessments and certification mechanisms, through such programmes as e-Twinning, 
EPALE and Erasmus+;

2. Calls on the Member States to guarantee that all educational establishments and all 
students have access to broadband internet, which is a prerequisite for the process of 
improving digital skills;

3. Calls on the Member States to remove barriers to access to education, with particular 
emphasis on digital education, in order to improve digital skills;

4. Stresses the need to strengthen critical thinking and media use skills in children and 
young people, as this will enable them to assess and overcome the dangers posed by 
fake news, cyber-bullying, radicalisation, cyber-security issues and fraud.


