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SUGGERIMENTI

[I-Kumitat ghall-Ambjent, is-Sahha Pubblika u s-Sikurezza ta' 1-Ikel jistieden lill-Kumitat
ghall-Industrija, ir-Ric¢erka u 1-Energija, bhala 1-kumitat responsabbli, biex jinkorpora fil-
mozzjoni ghal rizoluzzjoni tieghu, is-suggerimenti li gejjin:

Jilga' I-pjan ta' azzjoni dwar il-Bijomassa u I-Istrategija ta' I-UE dwar il-Bijofjuwils;
jenfasizza li hemm il-bZonn li jkunu Zviluppati opportunitajiet effettivi f'sens ta' spejjez
sabiex jizdied l-uzu tal-bijomassa fl-applikazzjonijiet ta' I-energija biex ikunu miggielda
I-bidliet fil-klima u I-emmissjonijiet GHG; sabiex jikkontribwixxi fit-tnaqqis tad-
dipendenza fuq ir-rizorsi taz-zejt li qed jispiccaw; sabiex tkun promossa fornitura ta'
energija sostenibbli u bi prezz ac¢essibbli u sabiex jitjiebu s-sigurta tal-fornitura u I-
1zvilupp ekonomiku fl-UE;

Huwa konvint bis-shih li I-produzzjoni u aktar zvilupp tal-bijomassa u tal-bijofjuwils se
tipprovdi stimolu pozittiv lill-kompetittivita u lis-suq tax-xoghol fl-Ewropa;

Jenfasizza li l-promozzjoni tal-bijomassa u l-bijofjuwils taghti spinta liz-zoni rurali;
jissottolinea 1-fatt li, b'mod partikulari ghall-intraprizi agrikoli u forestali ta' daqs zghir u
medju, l-uzu ta' bijomassa ghall-produzzjoni ta' l-energija se joffri prospetti flimkien ma
dawk tal-produzzjoni ta' I-ikel;

Jikkunsidra li dan ghandu jintlahaq billi tinghata importanza lir-ricerka, lill-izvilupp u lid-
dimostrazzjoni ta' dawn l-applikazzjonijiet tal-bijomassa li ntwera li jaghtu tnaqqis ta'
GHG u prestazzjoni fl-iffrankar ta' I-energija li huma ikkunsidrati 1-akbar u l-aktar
effettivi f'sens ta' spiza; u permezz tal-holqien ta' suq iddedikat sabiex titjieb il-
profitabilita permezz ta' kampanji ta' informazzjoni; ghandha tinghata attenzjoni
partikulari lill-izvilupp u lill-promozzjoni ta' soluzzjonijiet li jkunu dejjem ta' success fejn
il-produzzjoni tal-bijomassa tista' tkun mghaqqda mar-ristorazzjoni ta' I-ambjent naturali,
ma' l-agrikoltura b'kontribut estern baxx u ma' l-immaniggjar ta' l-artijiet li jirispetta 1-
ambjent;

Jagbel mal-Kummissjoni li I-uzu tal-bijomassa f'applikazzjonijiet stazzjonarji bhall-
energija, it-tishin u t-tkessih jista' jikkontribwixxi bl-ahjar mod ghall-kisba ta' 1-objettivi
mistqarra ta' I-UE ta' tnaqqis fid-dipendenza fuq l-energija mill-fossili u tat-tnaqqis tal-
holgien ta' GHG;

Jenfasizza li kwalunkwe kultivazzjoni ta' uc¢uh ta' I-energija m'ghandhomx jippregudikaw
il-kapacitajiet tal-pajjizi Ewropej u ta' dawk terzi fil-milja tal-prijoritajiet ambjentali
bhall-waqfien mit-telf tal-bijodiversita, il-protezzjoni tal-foresti, il-prevenzjoni tad-
degradazzjoni tal-hamrija u l-ilhuq ta' status ekologiku tajjeb fil-provvista ta' I-ilma
taghha;

Jinsab imhasseb li hemm riskju ta' aktar domanda ghall-orhos varjetajiet ta' hxejjex
disponibbli bhalissa fis-suq dinji, li jista' jwassal ghal aktar zieda sostanzjali ta'
deforestazzjoni tropikali u tindif iehor ta' ekosistemi ghanja f'termini ta' bijodiversita.
Ghaldagstant jitlob li tkun introdotta ¢ertifikazzjoni ambjentali obligatorja ghall-
ikkultivazzjoni sostenibbli u ghall-produzzjoni ta' bijoenergija domestika u impurtata;
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Jenfasizza li l-produzzjoni tal-bijoenergija ghandha dejjem tikkonforma ma' prattici
agrikoli tajba, u m'ghandiex taffettwa l-produzzjoni domestika ta' 1-ikel fl-UE u fil-pajjizi
terzi; jikkunsidra li I-in¢entivi ghandhom ikunu limitati ghal dawk l-applikazzjonijiet ta'
bijomassa li jipprovdu l-akbar effi¢jenza u benefic¢ji ambjentali u klimatici;

Jistieden lill-Kummissjoni sabiex, qabel ma tistipula r-rekwiziti tal-produzzjoni tal-
bijofjuwils impurtati, tezamina jekk ir-rekwiziti jikkonformawx mar-regoli ta' 1-
Organizzazzjoni Dinjija tal-Kummer¢ (WTO);

Jirrimarka 1i l-uzu ta' bijomassa tal-foresti m'ghandux iwassal ghal aktar pressjoni fuq il-
foresti naturali u ghandu dejjem ikun promoss b'modi kompatibbli mat-titjib tal-kwalita
ekologika tal-foresti; jenfasizza li s-sostenibbilita fil-forestrija ma tistax tkun limitata biss
ghal hsad anqas minn dak 1i jerga jikber b'mod naturali filwaqt li tkun injorata 1-
bijodiversita; jikkunsidra li I-produzzjoni tal-bijomassa m'ghandiex twassal ghat-tkabbir
ta' pjantaggjuni ta' foresti artificjali bi spiza fuq I-ambjenti naturali ta' valur ambjentali
gholi bhall-artijiet mistaghdra, 1-ghadajjar, l-isteppa u 1-makkja Mediterranea;

Iheggeg lill-Kummissjoni u lill-Istati Membri sabiex jaghtu prijorita lill-ghazla u lill-
promozzjoni ta' dawn il-bijokomponenti li jizguraw il-bilan¢ I-aktar effi¢jenti ta' karbonju
u li huma l-aktar effi¢jenti f'sens ta' energija; jikkunsidra urgenti li I-Kummissjoni
taghmel studju dwar i¢-¢iklu tal-hajja ta' 1-energija taghhom mill-bidu sa l-ahhar u anki
taghti prijorita lir-ricerka fil-qasam tal-bijoraffinerija, lill-bijofjuwils tat-tieni
generazzjoni, lill-titjib tal-kapacita ta' 1-ucuh tar-raba' minghajr ma tnaqqas l-ezistenza
kontinwa u l-izvilupp ta' bijofjuwils ta' I-ewwel generazzjoni;

Jenfasizza 1-bZzonn ta' uzu massimu tal-prodotti bijoenergetici, kemm ghall-produzzjoni
ta' energija termali u elettirika, bil-ghan li tinholoq effi¢jenza ta' livell gholi, li tkun ta'
beneficcju ghall-ambjent;

Iheggeg lill-Kummissjoni sabiex tikkummenta dwar l-ispejjez u I-benefic¢ji mistennija
marbuta ma' l-inkoraggiment tal-produzzjoni tal-bijomassa fi u barra mill-UE;

Jikkunsidra li peress li hemm domanda kunfliggenti ghall-bijomassa mill-iskart, huwa
importanti li I-bijoenergija ma tintuzax bhala skuza ghall-promozzjoni ta' I-in¢inerazzjoni
ta' [-iskart;

Jikkunsidra li 1-bijofjuwils m'ghandhomx ikunu sostitut ghall-istandards ta' effi¢jenza tal-
fjuwils fil-vetturi; jistenna li I-industrija tal-karozzi taghmel 1-ghalmu taghha sabiex
tilhaq il-mira ta' 140g CO,/km sa 1-2008/9; iheggeg lill-Kummissjoni sabiex issegwi 1-
progress u tiehu aktar mizuri sabiex tilhaq il-ghan ta' I-UE ta' 120g/km sa 1-2010;

Jenfasizza li politika effettiva u ta' success dwar l-energija li tinvolvi I-ftuh tas-swieq
nazzjonali ta' I-energija hija biss possibli b'koordinazzjoni Ewropea u internazzjonali;
jilga' s-sinjal tal-Kummissjoni ghall-metodu kkoordinat. Jenfasizza 1-bzonn tal-flessibilita
sabiex I-Istati Membri jizviluppaw il-politika taghhom f'qafas ta' 1-UE; Jistieden lill-Istati
Membri sabiex jinkoraggixxu l-izvilupp tal-pjanijiet ta' azzjoni nazzjonali dwar il-
bijomassa li jiriflettu I-medda kollha ta' 1-ghazliet ghall-konverzjoni tal-bijomassa fl-
energija, il-bini ta' kmamar tal-kaldaruni tal-bijomassa u li tinghata prijorita lill-
investimenti relatati ma' I-energija skond il-fondi strutturali u ta' koezjoni; jirrikonoxxi I-
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importanza tal-pro¢edura ta' kuntratti pubbli¢i u ta' I-ezenzjonijiet mit-taxxi ghall-
promozzjoni tal-bijomassa u tal-bijofjuwils;

Iheggeg lill-Istati Membri sabiex ifittxu u jqabblu l-ahjar prattiki fil-promozzjoni tal-
produzzjoni tal-bijomassa u l-bijofjuwils u 1-uzu permezz tal-metodu ta' koordinazzjoni
miftuh;

Jistiden lill-Kummissjoni sabiex tipproponi I-mizuri legizlattivi u regulatorji necessarji
sabiex tintlahaq il-mira miftiechma ta' I-UE ta' 25% rizorsi rinnovabbli sa 1-2020 u
jitnehha kull ostaklu mhux gustifikat fis-suq tal-bijomassa u tal-bijofjuwils minghajr ma
jikkomprometti 1-konsiderazzjonijiet ta' I-ambjent u tas-sahha fuq liema dawn il-mizuri
kienu imsejsa;

Jemmen li lI-programm ta' Energija Intelligenti ghall-Ewropa se jghin fl-appogg ta'
progetti lokali relatati ma' l-iffrankar ta' I-energija u l-uzu xieraq tar-rizorsi naturali.

MT



MT

SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In order to increase the share of renewable energy in Europe and to reduce the oil-dependency
the European Commission urges through the EU Biomass action plan (COM(2005)628) and
the Communication on the EU Strategy for bio fuels (COM(2006)34), to improve the
production and use of bio-energy in Europe and in third countries.

The main aim of the Action Plan on Biomass is to reach the target of 150 mtoe (million tonnes
of oil equivalent) by 2010, more than double of the rate of 2003 (69 mtoe).

Development of this type of energy, mostly obtained by cereal, sugar, oil seed crops, waste
oils, wood and wood residues will lead, following the action plan, to an increase of 5% of the
share of renewable energy use within the EU to the 6% reduction of imported energy reliance
and, would allow a CO2 emissions reduction of 209 mt per year with important benefits for
the air quality.

Use and production of biomass is expected to play a significant role in employment (250 000
people) mostly in rural areas as well as in energy price reduction.

The EU plan provides a wide set of measures (31 actions) to improve the development of
biomass production and use mainly in three areas: transport, electricity and heating.

Member States have to play an important role in extending the use of biomass, by providing
national biomass action plans as well as tax exemptions and public procurement procedures.

Concerning biofuels, the EU Strategy proposes to promote the production of a wide range of
products derived from biological material (vegetal oils and animal fats) which is used in a
liquid form especially as a replacement of fossil fuel, within the EU and in third countries
(also as an alternative for developing countries affected by the sugar regime cuts). It provides
a series of measures to improve cost-effective production and in particular second generation
raw products for biofuels as well as financing research directed to optimise crop production.
The Commission initiative is focused mainly on increasing the demand for biofuels by setting
obligations requiring fuel supply companies to incorporate a given percentage of biofuels in
the fuel they place on the market. National targets shares for Member states and stricter
infringements procedures are inserted on the same purpose.

Your draftsman appreciates the approach taken by the Commission with regard to the aim and
the measures of the bio-fuel Strategy and the Biomass Action Plan and in particular welcomes
the opportunity for EU Member States to work together in demonstrating leadership to its
constituents in a time of instability regarding energy supply and climate change.

A proper intervention is needed now, in order to provide Europe with an effective alternative
and clean Energy policy including exploiting efficient bio-energy.

This would allow some important environmental benefits like GHG emissions cuts as well as
the reduction of fossil fuel dependency. Another important aspect of this kind of energy
generation is that its production can be obtained by small scale processors at urban and rural
level. This important characteristic enables small communities in Europe and in third
countries to produce their own energy by using natural resources provided by their own
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territory.

These district scaled plants provide important savings on transport costs which are fairly
unsustainable in some third developing countries and also, indirectly, on air pollution
produced by means of transport.

As the Commission proposes, it is important to act on the demand side, increasing the need of
bio-energy, by setting obligations and target rather than providing generalized subsidies to
"energy crops".

To ensure more efficient production and use, research on second generation biofuels should
be enhanced. These new technologies offer the possibility of using a wider range of
agricultural and forest waste as raw material and could lower the pressure on land as well as
the need for biofuel imports. Therefore incentives and tax exemptions should address these
kinds of more cost-efficient productions.

Nevertheless, to take full advantage of bio-energy, the Commission and all relevant actors
should take the following serious concerns into account:

First of all, we need to ensure that bio-energy production should not create environmental
harm. This strategy and the derived increase of demand of bio-energy may entail some risks
like overexploitation of grounds, e.g. by setting-aside good practices like rotation of crops; as
well as the destruction of forest and ecosystem especially in third countries, mainly in tropical
areas. Monocultures induced by external demands in developing countries may cause
devastating forest clearance, with environmentally but also socially destructive effects like it
happened for example, as outlined by many NGO's, in South East Asia for the palm oil
industry.

Therefore, in order to ensure the sustainability of the production of bio-energy a mandatory
environmental certification is needed which could be the appropriate tool to control the
environmental impact of plantations. This may be the only way we can avoid the creation of
solely a cost-oriented market which would encourage destructive and unsustainable practices
mostly in third countries.

In addition, it should not be underestimated that environmental certification could guarantee
EU production against an unfair competition, based on environmentally unsustainable
production in third countries. The EU should improve its effort to make sure that also at
international level and especially within the WTO such kind of certification should be
considered admissible.

A second concern is unclear definition of biomass in the legislation of some Member States.
Inorganic waste can be considered as such. It should be made clear that the simple by-product
of waste incineration should not as such be considered as biomass.

Thirdly, as far as the impact of this strategy on agriculture and CAP reform is concerned, it
should be stressed that some measures are taken in order to support crops destined to biodiesel
feedstock: in particular by allowing them to be cultivated in non set-aside land as well as by
providing energy crop payments as a special investment for energy crops grown on non set-
aside land.

Nevertheless the agricultural production of biofuels should not affect soil fertility and
therefore should always comply with good environmental practices and sustainable
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cultivation methods.

Your draftsman welcomes the initiative of organizing the European Biomass Conference and
Exhibition, the 15th edition of which will be held in Berlin in May 2007, as a unique
opportunity to gather all actors involved in the development of a sustainable production of
biomass. In this regard we would suggest that the Committee on the Environment, Public
Health and Food Safety should participate in this important workshop in order to be updated
on the recent developments in this field.

Finally, the Renewable Energy Project is a project tailor-made for the European Union. Just
as the Common Market and the Introduction of the Euro were necessary, but a pipedream for
many at the time, Renewable Energy Common Policy is next. In a world of high oil prices,
increasing dependency on a few external non-stable suppliers, new concerns relating to long-
term availability of fossil fuels and the urgency of new greenhouse gas emissions, this can no
longer be a pipedream but an urgent reality. We need long-term, well thought through
sustainable policy on Renewable Energy and we need to provide leadership now.
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