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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the vulnerability of our societies and economies is increasing due to factors 
such as climate change, dependence on fossil fuels and rising energy costs;

2. Regrets that regional and local authorities in the EU continue to show too little interest in 
harnessing and using renewable energy sources;

3. Further highlights the potential of the renewable energy sector to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and pollution, to make use of indigenous energy sources,  to achieve the 
Lisbon objectives, to guarantee and improve the security of supply through greater 
diversification of energy sources and to achieve Europe’s aims with regard to growth, 
employment and sustainability;

4. Welcomes the Commission's acknowledgement that the price of fossil fuels does not give 
a fair assessment of its external costs, including the effects on climate change; stresses the 
need to reform the current economic model so as to internalise the negative externalities, 
levelling the playing field between different energy sources and thereby improving the 
competitiveness of renewable energy sources; further calls on the Commission to propose 
legislation to abolish subsidies which provide perverse incentives for fossil fuels;

5. Deplores the fact that the EU target for a 12 % renewable energy contribution to the EU 
energy mix by 2010 will, in all likelihood, not be met; stresses, therefore, that the targets 
set in the Renewable Energy Road Map must be followed by detailed implementation 
plans with defined national targets and binding sub-targets for each energy sector, as well 
as sanctions should the targets not be met;

6. Welcomes the decision of the European Council of March 2007 to set a 20% target for 
renewable energy by 2020; calls for an ambitious energy efficiency strategy to help 
achieve this target; reiterates its position that the EU should aim for a 25% share for 
renewable energy by 2020; furthermore insists that a legislative proposal on the EU target 
be made on the basis of Article 175(1) of the EC Treaty to ensure the full involvement of 
both the Council and  Parliament; at the same time, considers the provision of interim 
targets to be particularly useful;

7. Urges the Commission to ensure that the aim of a 20% share for renewable energy is 
made binding on the Member States through legislation and is consistently implemented, 
and that Member States which fail to honour their commitments are subject to strict 
sanctions; underlines the need for national action plans, in which each Member State sets 
binding targets for each sector on the basis of its specific meteorological, geographical 
and geological possibilities and past performance; calls on the Commission to carry out 
both an initial and an interim assessment of these national action plans;
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8. Is concerned by  the absence of legally binding targets for renewable energy in general, 
and for the heating and cooling sector specifically, as well as the relatively weak 
legislative framework for the use of renewables in the transport sector at EU level, 

9. Reiterates its call for a directive to promote renewable energies in the heating and cooling 
sector, as this is an area with considerable potential that could be realised within a short 
period time and at a relatively low cost;

10. Regrets that the Council and Commission are not currently working on such a directive 
and, as a second-choice solution, calls for a binding minimum target for the heating and 
cooling sector, in the context of general legislation on renewable energy; 

11. Underlines that in order for the EU 2°C climate target to be met, a shift towards the 
increased use of renewable energy sources must be accompanied by substantial 
improvements in energy efficiency, strategies to make fossil fuels cleaner, and a change 
in lifestyles and consumption and production patterns, with the aim of making better use 
of energy and achieving energy savings wherever possible; calls for the elimination of 
public subsidies for environmentally unsustainable modes of energy production and for 
the swift introduction of EU-wide environmental and energy taxes; calls specifically for 
an exchange of best practice on energy saving between the Member States and for the 
maximum use of Structural Funds for energy saving measures in the new Member States 
where the potential is greatest;

12. Underlines, above all, the need to create small, decentralised supply structures to achieve 
the aim of a drastic increase in the proportion of clean energy from local sources and 
points to the possibilities that combined heat and power and geothermal energy offer in 
this respect;

13. Points out the potential of biomass, particularly in the electricity and heating and cooling 
sectors, to revitalise the economy in rural areas in particular, and the importance of 
maintaining sustainable biomass production in line with good agricultural practice and 
without affecting domestic food production, so as to make the farmers of today the 
energy producers of tomorrow;

14. Recognises that there is a need to develop cost-effective opportunities for the increased 
use of biomass in energy generation;

15. Emphasises that the expansion in renewable energy generation needed to achieve the 
Renewable Energy Strategy targets must be managed with great consideration of wider 
environmental concerns (sustainable forest management, biodiversity, preventing soil 
degradation, etc) in addition to greenhouse gas emissions;

16. Stresses that biofuels should not be used in motor transport if there is a risk that the 
consequence will be to increase world food prices or further the release of greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere through the destruction of tropical rainforests or peat lands;

17. Recalls that, with regard to biofuels, a fair balance between food and energy production 
should be sought; insists that mandatory well-to-wheel analysis and environmental and 
social sustainability criteria need to be in place before mandatory targets are set;
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18. Recognises that the supply of domestic energy crops is limited; stresses, therefore, the 
need for mandatory environmental and social certification of those biofuels, and the need 
to ensure that their climate change effect and energy efficiency during their entire life-
cycle is clear;

19. Stresses that biofuel production must be conducted on an economically and 
environmentally sustainable basis throughout the production life-cycle; calls on the 
Commission to take measures to create an overarching environmental labelling system 
for biofuels; considers it important to promote third-generation biofuel technology;

20. Calls on the Commission to develop new criteria for the import of vegetable oils used in 
the production of biofuels, and to call for global sustainability standards for the 
production and use of biofuels in order to ensure a fair balance between food and energy 
production, as well as to ensure the protection of both biodiversity and areas with high 
carbon sequestration;

21. Points out that forest biomass used for energy or for raw materials must be managed 
according to internationally recognised heigh-level standards of sustainability; underlines 
that the contributions and commitments of the forest-based sector should be recognised 
and supported by policies which are conducive to better economic, environmental and 
social performance;

22. Urges Member States to seek and compare best practice in the promotion of biomass and 
biofuel production and use by means of the open method of coordination;

23. Points out the need to invest considerably in R&D in order to boost the EU's innovative 
capacities in the field of renewable energy, taking into account existing technology 
platforms;

24. Points out that existing market barriers need to be overcome in order to improve the 
promotion of renewable energy ; calls, therefore, on the Commission and the Member 
States to contribute to the creation of a favourable market environment for renewable 
energy, which should include the abolition of perverse subsidies and the proactive use of 
public procurement within the EU to help reduce the cost of both energy efficient and 
renewable technologies, and at the same time to ensure fair and priority access for 
renewable energies to the electricity network; in this context, emphasises the need to 
actively promote the decentralised production and use of renewable energy without 
compromising environmental, health and sustainability considerations;

25. Points out that systems for promoting electricity from renewable energy sources in the 
EU differ greatly, which both distorts competition and is inefficient; repeats its call for 
the creation, in the long term, of a harmonised incentive system throughout Europe, that 
meets the following criteria: 

(a) helping to meet current targets and more ambitious future targets;
(b) consistent with the principles of the internal market in electricity;
(c) forming part of a systematic approach to developing renewable forms of energy, 

taking account of the special characteristics of each renewable form of energy as 
well as of diverse technologies and geographical differences;

(d) effectively promoting the use of renewable energies while at the same time 
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being simple and as efficient as possible, particularly from the point of view of 
cost;

(e) internalising the external costs of all energy sources;
(f) providing sufficient transitional periods for national incentive systems, so that 

investors’ confidence is not shaken; 

Takes the view that with these criteria, unified Community provisions on feed-in systems 
may be sensible in the long term, but that quota and tendering systems should also be 
taken into account, provided that the current weaknesses of such models apparent in some 
Member States can be overcome; 

26. Points out that further research and development is needed into storage of energy 
produced from renewable sources, following the example of hydrogen technology; 
stresses that, to this end, administrative provisions and approval procedures must be 
simplified and existing obstacles overcome;

27. Points out that certain methods of renewable energy production are in conflict with both 
development and environment goals; stresses in particular that the production of biofuels 
must not take place at the expense of food security or lead to the destruction of tropical 
rainforests; moreover, stresses that the production and use of biofuels must lead to 
significant CO2 reductions in order to meet the criteria for the EU biofuels target;

28. Points out that combustible waste generally consists of 60% of renewable material; calls, 
therefore, for the gasification of such waste and for the environmentally sustainable 
recovery of the energy resulting from the incineration of the gas;

29. Points out that the advantages of renewable energies could be further increased if they 
were used in conjunction with combined heat and power;

30. Asks Member States and the Commission to strengthen cooperation with regional and 
local authorities so as to enhance the promotion of renewable energy sources and make 
more effective use of the resources earmarked for such purposes, but acknowledges that it 
has to be based on maximum subsidiarity and considers that action must also take 
account of relevant geographical, climatic and economic conditions;

31. Believes that it is too early to harmonise renewable energy support schemes at EU level; 
calls, however, for the systematic internalisation of external costs in energy prices in 
order to give economic advantage to renewable energy sources; 

32. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to devote more effort to the conversion 
of biomass to gas, as biomass could be the source material to produce synthetic liquid 
fuels (GTL) for use in vehicles;

33. Is concerned that the targets set by the EU for increasing the use of renewable energies by 
2010 may not be achieved by all the Member States and considers that the Renewable 
Energy Road Map should include a mechanism for the annual assessment of targets that 
have been achieved; 

34. Calls on nuclear energy operators to extend their portfolio to include renewable forms of 
energy;



AD\669870EN.doc 7/8 PE 388.421v02-00

EN

35. Points out that geothermal energy as well as wave energy offer considerable potential for 
diversifying European energy supply, and should be vigorously pursued;

36. Stresses that the opportunities for renewable energy technologies are very positive in 
many developing countries; calls on the EU to help support renewable energy technology 
development in developing countries and to facilitate access to European markets, 
including by abolishing import levies.
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