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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the number of European citizens affected by poverty, insecurity, declining living 
conditions and an increase in social and health inequalities is increasing,

B. whereas the population of Europe is ageing and the number of people affected by serious 
physical and mental illness is rising; whereas there is also a link between an ageing 
population and disability, 

C. whereas poor social and environmental conditions have an impact on the emergence and 
seriousness of some diseases; whereas there has been a steady increase in the incidence of 
cancer linked to environmental and dietary factors,

D. whereas the large-scale financial crisis and the serious economic and social crisis may 
add to the crisis affecting the environment and the climate;

1. Welcomes the presentation of the Renewed Social Agenda and the European Union’s 
recognition of the imbalances in the current agenda;

2. Looks to the Commission to ensure that environmental and health issues are rapidly 
integrated in all Union policies in order to ensure a high level of health and 
environmental protection, in accordance with the provisions of the EC Treaty;

3. Shares the Commission’s determination to extend the Social Agenda to include new 
areas; deplores the fact that the environment is too often being considered only from the 
point of view of climate change; welcomes the renewed declarations by the Commission 
in favour of a sustainable economy with low CO2 emissions, but regrets the fact that the 
Commission’s proposal contains no specific measure to take into account the social and 
health consequences of the environmental and climate crises;

4. Draws attention once again to the need to incorporate the Lisbon Strategy, the strategy of 
sustainable development and the fight against climate change into all Union policies; 
regrets the lack of real and practical Union commitment, as part of its proposal on the 
renewed Social Agenda and in its recovery plan, to the ‘greening’ of the European 
economy and the creation of ‘green’ jobs;

5. Considers that the Union should henceforth rapidly endow itself with an ambitious 
environmental agenda, proposing a review of environmental legislation so as to achieve a 
more environmentally and health-friendly economy; stresses that this environmental 
agenda must be in line with and coordinated with the Union’s Social Agenda;

6. Regrets the mismatch between the aim of living longer and in better health, and the 
measures proposed; deplores the lack of reference to the various European action plans 
and programmes for the environment or public health in 2004-2010 and for health at 
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work and calls on the Commission to incorporate therein the positions adopted in this 
area by the European Parliament;

7. Stresses that the health and health systems of Member States are a matter of general 
interest and that the health systems of Member States are a key component of the high 
levels of social protection in Europe and contribute to social cohesion and justice and to 
sustainable development; recalls the competence of Member States in organising, 
providing and financing social protection systems and the right of each citizen to high- 
quality effective and comprehensive healthcare and services within easy reach which are 
accessible to all; takes note of the proposal for a directive on the application of patients’ 
rights as regards cross-border health services; stresses that that proposal for a directive 
cannot be a solution to medical shortcomings or problems of access to healthcare in some 
Member States.
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