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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee
on Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Expresses its satisfaction with the first successful year of operation of the European
Chemicals Agency (ECHA), the Commission (DG Enterprise and Industry) having been
responsible for the budgetary management of the Agency in 2007,

2. Notes that ECHA was financed in 2008 by a Community subsidy of EUR 62,2 million in
accordance with Article 185 of the general Financial Regulation, and to a minor extent by
fees paid by industry for registrations of chemical substances in accordance with the
REACH Regulation (Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and the
Council of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and
Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing a European Chemicals Agency);

3. Notes that the total number of posts in the establishment plan has more than doubled
during the first year of independent operation of the Agency; welcomes the fact that at the
end of the year the Agency had achieved 95% execution of the establishment plan; recalls
in this context the need for careful implementation of the recruitment procedure;

4. Observes certain difficulties resulting from the entry of operations such matters as
compliance with the principle of annuality and weaknesses in the planning of the Agency's
activities; emphasises the need for improvement in these areas;

5. Expresses its satisfaction with the decision to finance its share of the construction work
related to ECHA's conference centre in 2008, which was approved for use in late
December 2008 and which contributes to the successful implementation of ECHA's
objectives;

6. Is of the opinion, on the basis of the data available, that the Executive Director of the
European Chemicals Agency can be granted discharge in respect of the implementation
of the budget of ECHA for the financial year 2008.
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