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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Regional Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Stresses that cohesion policy is a fundamental instrument with which to promote 

economic and social cohesion, with the aim of undertaking measures to reduce regional 

inequalities, promote real convergence and stimulate growth and employment, as well as 

helping to attain environmental goals; 

2.  Stresses that investment in the environmental sector is not progressing according to plan, 

as is illustrated by the volume of projects selected, which stands at no more than 21% of 

the total provided for in the programmes; 

3.  Takes note that investments in the area of health infrastructure are progressing well and 

that a positive link exists between the cohesion policy and structural reforms in the health 

sector. This positive link needs to be taken into account when defining the next 

programming period priorities for investment; 

4.  Stresses that investment in the rail sector is not progressing according to plan, which at 

22.5% of the total provided for in the programmes, is far less than the projects selected in 

the road sector (34%), and does not contribute sufficiently to the decarbonisation of 

transport; 

5.  Calls for more effective implementation of programmes in the environmental sector, 

especially in cross-cutting areas which provide European added value, such as action to 

combat, mitigate and adapt to climate change, investment in cleaner and low-carbon 

technologies, action to combat air and water pollution, action for biodiversity protection, 

the expansion of railway networks, the promotion of energy efficiency, especially in the 

building sector, and renewable energy sources endeavouring to achieve the EU 2020 

targets and promote the creation of green jobs and a green economy; stresses furthermore 

the central role of cohesion policy in attaining the targets; calls for a quick 

implementation of already selected projects and the acceleration of the selection of 

quality projects; 

6.  Calls for the relevant funds to be used for environmental disaster prevention and/or rapid 

reaction and calls on the Member States to speed up investment in prevention and in the 

rehabilitation of industrial sites and contaminated land, given the low rate of 

implementation; 

7.  Stresses that cohesion policy is one of the instruments which should contribute to the 

creation of a suitable financial framework for the prevention of natural and man-made 

disasters, backing up and providing a link between this and other instruments such as 

rural development policy, regional policy, the Solidarity Fund and the Seventh 

Framework Programme; asks, in this regard, that disaster prevention be taken into 

account in the post-2013 financial perspective; 
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8.  Calls for better implementation of programmes in the areas of health promotion and 

disease prevention in line with the Community Strategic Guidelines, in addition to health 

infrastructure, as important factors in reducing health inequalities across Europe; 

9.  Calls on the Commission to address how the current programmes can tackle growing 

health inequalities within and between regions, being key bottlenecks for social cohesion 

and social inclusion in the context of the EU 2020 poverty agenda; 

10. Calls on the Commission to promote simplicity and flexibility in the rules governing the 

implementation of the programmes and to renegotiate the co-financing rates where 

Member States so request, taking into account the ‘convergence’ regions, especially the 

least-developed regions of the Cohesion Fund Member States and the regions 

characterised by permanent geographical or natural disadvantages, such as the most 

remote regions; calls for information on the approval and implementation of projects 

supported by cohesion policy funding to be made available in real time, on the basis of a 

nomenclature of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) that is as detailed as possible 

(NUTS 3, where available) on a website open to the general public, thereby contributing 

to greater transparency and close monitoring of the management of cohesion policy 

funds; 

11.  Stresses the need for a results-oriented approach to cohesion policy through the setting of 

clear and measurable targets and outcome indicators; stresses the need for a timely and 

complete submission of accurate information on the indicators and on the progress 

towards the agreed targets by all Member States in their annual reports, to allow a better 

understanding of programme content and a better monitoring of implementation progress; 

12.  Acknowledges the lack of data regarding the projects contracted and projects paid in the 

2010 Strategic Report; therefore, urges the Commission to present data which can assess 

the real implementation of the cohesion policy through reliable indicators such as project 

final payments, project objectives achievements and their linkage with the corresponding 

policy of EU 2020 strategy; 

13.  Calls on the Commission to provide funding for programmes geared to urban 

regeneration and improving environmental conditions, including projects for water 

quality;  

14.  Calls on the Commission to step up communication in the regions on the opportunities 

that Europe offers for innovation in the field of environmental technologies and 

highlights the need to implement measures to facilitate the involvement of SMEs; 

15.  Calls for better coordination and integration of infrastructure cohesion programmes in 

various areas including ICT and energy through improved planning at national, regional 

and local level in order to deliver cost reductions and better protection of the 

environment;  

16.  Highlights the need for simplifying and speeding up the allocation of funds and payments 

to final beneficiaries while at the same time ensuring sound financial management; 

17.  Acknowledges the modest impact of cohesion programmes on national economic 



 

AD\854605EN.doc 5/6 PE452.620v02-00 

 EN 

indicators, including GDP, and points out that delays in implementing cohesion policy 

are due in part to the excessive rigidity of procedures ; therefore, stresses the need for 

improving the effectiveness of cohesion policy, including through red tape reduction and 

streamlining of existing procedures and methods of reimbursement to beneficiaries; 

highlights the need for achieving a balance between simplifying bureaucratic procedures 

and combating fraud; 

18.  Stresses the need to increase the leverage effect of the EU budget as regards cohesion 

programmes through new forms of finance for investment, including through innovative 

ways of combining grants and loans, opening new markets to different forms of public-

private partnership, and extensive use of international financial institutions’ expertise; 

19.  Stresses that cohesion policy should continue to foster cross-border, transnational and 

inter-regional forms of cooperation; therefore, highlights the need for a review and a 

simplification of the current arrangements for cross-border cooperation. 
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