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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recalls that the Lisbon Treaty introduces a new article (Article 189) that provides for the 

drawing-up of a European space policy, with the aim of promoting scientific and technical 

progress and industrial competitiveness via research activities, technological development 

and exploration; considers that EU space policy must not promote militarisation of space; 

2. Considers that the adequate use of space programmes would lead to significant savings for 

the sectors involved and downstream benefits to regions and local communities; 

3. Underlines the importance of the space programmes Galileo and EGNOS, which are key 

to optimising the application of the space policy to benefit European citizens; calls for a 

speedy development of these programmes; 

4. Reaffirms the importance of GMES, the Earth observation system, as an essential tool in 

combating climate change and environmental degradation; notes that, through the 

acquisition and analysis of information at national, regional and global level, GMES will 

allow the extraction of precise and useful data for: atmospheric, marine and land 

monitoring, civil protection, risk prevention, early warning systems, emergency 

management and recovery operations following environmental, natural or man-made 

disasters, maritime and costal surveillance, agricultural development, water and soil 

management and regional planning, making use of innovative environmental assessment 

and reporting technology capable of combining spatial and in-situ data; underlines the 

importance of GMES’s contribution to achieving Europe 2020 objectives and to 

supporting growth and the green economy, as well as long-term investments in technology 

and infrastructure, which are the priorities of the European Union and all Member States 

strongly committed to environmental policy; 

5. Regrets the complete exclusion of the GMES programme from the Commission’s 

proposed Financial Framework for the period 2014-2020, and believes that asking the 

Member States to continue to cover the costs of the launch and annual maintenance of the 

programme would lead to long-term greater costs, disparity of access to resulting 

information and benefits for European citizens, a likely temporary suspension of the 

programme itself, subsequent interruption in data provision, and ultimately a dependence 

on non-European space infrastructure, placing the sector-related industries in a precarious 

economic situation; 

6. Underlines that the costs relating to GMES are already covered until 2013, totalling EUR 

3 billion (approximately EUR 2.3 billion for the satellites and EUR 700 million for related 

services) and that it is estimated that the programme’s operational costs for the period 

2014-2020 will average EUR 850 million per year; calls on the Commission to promote 

public-private partnership and attract more private-sector capital; 

7. Reiterates that inclusion of GMES funding in the 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial 
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Framework would avoid wasting investment to date in the Seventh Framework 

Programme of Research in the field of services and information; 

8. Acknowledges the social benefits to users of GMES services, for whom continuity and 

sustainability are of the essence if they are to derive maximum advantage from the 

observation infrastructures offered by the programme; 

9. Reiterates that the GMES programme is a priority of the European space policy and as 

such should be included in the European budget, hereby enabling Europe to keep its 

‘2020’ commitments while combating climate change; 
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