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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the EU’s commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions as its contribution 

to the worldwide efforts to limit the global mean temperature rise to below 2° above pre-

industrial levels; also welcomes the Commission’s aim of exploring possible ways of 

delivering the EU’s decarbonisation objective while ensuring security of energy supply 

and a competitive Europe; 

2. Finds it regrettable that the Commission has based all its decarbonisation scenarios on the 

assumption of global climate action and has not carried out any analysis with a view to 

determining the EU’s ambitions in the event that global action is delayed; also regrets the 

Commission’s omission to look into a scenario based on high levels of energy efficiency 

and renewable energy, which would be the most resilient to higher oil prices or declining 

oil supplies;  

3. Supports the conclusion that decarbonisation of the EU by 2050 is feasible and that it will 

require high levels of investment, R&D, behaviour change and demand management; 

stresses the need to invest now to avoid a lock-in into unsustainable technologies; calls on 

the Commission to ensure clarity and stability for investors, by reducing over-regulation 

and setting clear, ambitious and binding targets for emissions reductions, efficiency and 

renewable energy for 2030, to be based on a ‘high-efficiency and renewables’ scenario, 

following the respective assessment; highlights the fact that local stakeholders are key to 

implementing a truly successful low-carbon vision and to fostering an integrated approach 

to energy, and thus should be encouraged by the Commission through adequate planning 

and funding support; 

4. Supports the Commission’s conclusion that the two most important no-regret options for 

transforming our energy system are energy efficiency and a high share for renewables; 

takes the view that relying on ETS alone to transform our energy system would require a 

high carbon price that could increase the risk of carbon leakage; considers, therefore, that 

supplementary measures to support energy efficiency and renewable energy are necessary; 

5. Considers that the lack of detailed studies in the Commission’s impact assessment on the 

social and economic implications of further reductions in greenhouse gas emissions for 

individual Member States – given the variations in the energy mix across the Member 

States – should urgently be addressed; considers that such studies will form the basis for 

the formulation of fair, long-term options in the climate and energy sector; 

6. Calls on the Commission to propose a clear goal for 2030 by setting an ambitious target 

for CO2 reduction which takes account of renewable energy and efficiency targets; 

reiterates the need to meet, as a minimum, the milestones for emission reduction referred 

to in the low-carbon roadmap and to propose appropriate levels for the various targets as 

soon as possible for the period after 2020; 
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7. Draws attention to the fact that millions of EU citizens are currently suffering from energy 

poverty, recalling that their numbers may rise further unless the Commission steps up the 

transition to a low-carbon, energy-efficient economy through both supply-side and 

demand-side mechanisms, fostering an overarching change in energy consumption 

behaviour; 

8. Considers that post-2020 commitments concerning new reduction targets beyond those 

already accepted should be conditional on an analysis and presentation by the 

Commission of the progress achieved in implementing the 2020 reduction targets; 

9. Takes the view that the development of renewable energy sources up to 2050 must 

proceed gradually, and that indicative targets until 2050 should therefore be set now; 

considers the setting of a binding target for 2030 to be an absolute necessity if investment 

security for actors is to be established; 

10. Stresses that achieving a legally binding global agreement on emissions reduction and the 

involvement in the process of the world’s biggest emitters, such as China, India, the US 

and Brazil, will increase the chances of achieving a real reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions; 

11. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to develop sound mechanisms for 

financing the energy transition, including a strengthened ETS, innovation initiatives such 

as Horizon 2020, greater involvement of the EIB in the financing of renewable energy and 

energy efficiency projects, and market -based mechanisms, and also to promote the 

development of crossborder energy networks; 

12. Urges the Commission and the Member States to develop policies and joint infrastructures 

aimed at ensuring that by 2050 the EU has achieved self-sufficiency and self-production 

for at least 50 % of its total overall energy needs; 

13. Points out that any expansion of the ETS must be precisely defined, and must not result in 

an artificial increase in the price of emission allowances through the use of set-aside or 

similar mechanisms; 

14. Points out the need to respond to the real danger posed by carbon leakage if energy-

intensive industries relocate outside the EU; 

15. Asks the Commission to come forward as soon as possible with an additional assessment 

making suggestions for recommended actions that might prevent the risks of carbon 

leakage caused by reallocation of production outside the EU, with particular emphasis on 

evaluating additional scenarios in the case of limited or no further global action on carbon 

emissions reduction; 

16. Calls on the Commission, when developing energy infrastructure plans, to take into 

consideration the potential risks of carbon leakage, especially in Member States with 

extensive borders and geographical proximity to non-EU countries; 

17. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to step up the development and 

deployment of sustainable and climate-friendly technologies, to strengthen the role of 
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renewable energy sources (inter alia by giving them priority of dispatch and increasing 

their commercialisation, e.g. through stable and predictable support schemes), to step up 

the efficient use of energy sources, and to phase out fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful 

consumption and inefficient use of resources and, together with other market deficits like 

market concentration, regulated energy prices and lack of liquidity in intra-day and 

balancing markets, hinder the competiveness of mature renewable energy technologies; in 

this regard, reiterates its call for sustainability criteria for energy use of biomass that 

would ensure both overall resource efficiency and climate benefits within a reasonable 

timeframe while also strengthening the functioning of the internal energy market; 

18. Takes the view that the overall decarbonisation goal necessitates a substantial reduction in 

transport emissions, which implies the further development of alternative fuels, 

improvements in the efficiency of means of transport, and a substantial rise in electricity 

use and thus high levels of investment in electricity infrastructure, grid management and 

energy storage; notes that quick action is needed to avoid being locked into a higher 

emission path on account of the long lifecycle of infrastructure; 

19. Welcomes the important role of renewable energy sources for decarbonisation and energy 

security, and calls for their greater commercialisation; is concerned at the slow pace of 

development and deployment of CCS technologies, in the light of the foreseeable further 

global use of coal as an energy source; acknowledges that nuclear energy is currently used 

as a major low-emissions energy source, and calls on the Commission to work towards 

improving its acceptance by the public, making use of the results of stress tests; 

encourages initiatives to disseminate comprehensive information to the public with a view 

to improving public acceptance of the sitting of facilities; 

20. Calls on the Commission to complete, as a matter of urgency, the establishment of a fully 

harmonised common EU energy market whose smooth operation will help achieve the 

established energy and climate targets; 

21. Takes the view that it will not be possible to guarantee sustainable energy supply 

throughout the Union as long as its entire territory is not served by smart networks, and 

accordingly urges the Commission to contribute more actively to the establishment of 

such networks as soon as possible, ensuring above all that no Member State remains 

unlinked to the EU joint networks. 

22. Urges the Commission and the Member States to integrate all existing technologies and 

infrastructure in order to create a genuine EU supergrid for electricity and gas, with 

efficient smart metering possibilities for citizens enabling them to enjoy secure supply at 

reasonable and fair prices; 

23. Calls on the EU to consider the full integration of the heating and cooling sector in the 

pathways towards a low-carbon 2050 energy system; notes that this sector represents 

today some 45 % of final energy consumption in Europe, and that a better understanding 

of the important role of heating and cooling in terms of low-carbon energy systems is 

needed; 

24. Asks the Commission to investigate the potential of and the various possible technologies 

for energy storage in the EU in a holistic manner, through integration of EU policies in the 
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field of the internal market, energy network capacities and energy and climate change 

policies, alongside consumers’ interests, so that the Union’s energy and climate goals can 

be attained, dependence on energy from outside the EU is diminished, and a genuine 

single market and level playing field for energy are created, with the highest possible 

degree of security of energy supply for the future; 

25. Recalls that every Member State has the right under the Treaties to decide on its own 

energy mix, on the basis of its geographical and technical situation and as determined by 

local raw materials reserves; 

26. Recalls the importance of the environmental integrity of energy production; calls on the 

Member States to strictly apply Environmental Impact Assessment requirements to all 

types of energy production, including unconventional gas; 

27. Notes the increased activity surrounding the exploration of oil and gas fields in the 

Mediterranean and the Arctic; believes that the EU should promote the development of an 

international legal framework for the protection of the High Arctic, on lines similar to 

those already established for the Antarctic in the Antarctic Treaty and the Protocol on 

Environmental Protection; considers that for other parts of the Arctic which fall within the 

exclusive economic zones of EU Member States or EEA countries, there is an urgent need 

for the proposed regulation on the safety of offshore oil and gas to include drilling 

requirements which ensure that remote areas are not exposed to a higher risk than other 

areas and that extreme operating conditions, such as long-lasting darkness, icy conditions 

or deep water, are accurately reflected in the authorisation process; 

28. Recalls that the EU budget needs to be aligned with the Union’s climate, environmental 

and energy targets. 
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