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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Regional Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recalls that the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Cohesion Fund and 

the Structural Funds are meant to contribute, alongside national funding, to, among other 

things, accelerating the implementation of EU legislation on renewable energy and energy 

efficiency; supports, therefore, the promotion by local and regional authorities of energy 

and resource efficiency, of long-term, cost-effective development strategies and of a green 

economy based on more sustainable production and consumption patterns; 

2. Stresses that support for energy-efficient building renovation, in particular, will help 

regions to reduce carbon emissions, to create local jobs and to save consumers money on 

heating bills; 

3. Notes that local and regional authorities in industrial areas should look to exploit 

synergies between national and EU public funding and private investment in financing 

energy and infrastructure projects, as a means of supporting innovation, research and 

development; believes that increased public and private investment in the green agenda in 

industrial areas can generate employment and growth through eco-innovation, 

environmental technologies, renewable energy and the development of the environmental 

goods and services market; notes that the EU needs to mobilise all the policies and 

instruments at its disposal at the European level, such as the internal market, 

environmental and climate policy, research and innovation, trade and competition policy 

and the development of SMEs, in order to foster the creation of high-value jobs with a 

view to meeting future societal challenges; 

4. Stresses that while the restructuring of industrial areas can be expensive, it should as far as 

possible be done in a budget-neutral manner, i.e. by focusing on funds and support 

mechanisms already in place; 

5. Notes that many industrial regions have managed to create green jobs by giving large 

firms in sustainable industries financial incentives to relocate or stay in their areas; urges 

the Commission to continue to allow local authorities to give state aid to large firms, and 

not to withdraw this option in the 2014-2020 regional state aid guidelines; 

6. Emphasises that by focusing on the added value of all segments of the population, it is 

possible to adapt and enhance strategies, to stimulate each segment as a source of 

innovation and growth and to tackle societal challenges; takes the view that any regional 

strategy for industrial areas which overlooks age and gender differences may result in 

missed business opportunities; 

7. Stresses that regional strategies for industrial areas should include, as a focal point, 

measures to protect land, water and air quality, to safeguard regional and local 

biodiversity and natural resources and to clean up land and water, so that environmentally 

harmful substances do not continue to leak into the natural environment; stresses that 
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regional strategies should therefore consider measures which support the aims and goals 

of the Waste Framework Directive, the Water Framework Directive and the Air Quality 

Directive; takes the view that these strategies must, moreover, seek to protect and 

conserve the environment and physical spaces, and at the same time ensure a higher level 

of environmental efficiency and sustainability; 

8. Believes it is important that strategies for industrial areas include an integrated focus on 

possible forms of sustainable transport to and from those areas, including raw materials, 

goods and personnel as well as the necessary infrastructure, be it existing or planned, and 

that such a focus can help reduce the environmental footprint of industrial and urban areas 

and ensure that community needs are met, while at the same time safeguarding natural 

resources and capital and making a positive contribution to human health; 

9. Believes that an increased focus on, and the promotion of, best practice as regards 

transport using internal waterways, ocean transport, railway goods transport and smart 

distribution centres and networks are essential to improving the environment in regional 

industrial areas; 

10. Underlines the importance of effective transposition by Member States of the Seveso III 

Directive, in order to ensure that possible risks to citizens living in close proximity to the 

industrial regions concerned are minimised, and that citizens have adequate information 

regarding any possible risks and are more closely involved in land-use planning decisions, 

so as to make those decisions more sustainable and minimise potential trade-offs between 

social, economic and environmental objectives and needs; calls for the exchange of best 

practice as regards the best means of separating industrial and residential areas in this 

respect; lastly, advocates urging regional governments, in accordance with EU law, to 

draw up the aforementioned strategies in cooperation with groups and associations 

representing citizens, as part of cross-cutting decision-making in which citizens play a full 

part as partners at all stages in a reform process involving the general public; 

11. Notes that many former and outdated industrial areas hold great possibilities for 

increasing energy efficiency by applying modern technology and building standards, and 

that this will benefit both the regional economies concerned and the environment; 

12. Points to the possibility of acquiring funds for green investment by selling off former 

industrial properties in attractive locations, e.g. in port areas or along river banks, and 

notes that this may reduce the need for public funding. 
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