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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 

on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

– having regard to the Commission Communication on ‘A Stronger European Industry for 

Growth and Economic Recovery’ (COM (2012)582), 

– having regard to the Commission Communications on ‘A Roadmap for Moving to a 

Competitive Low-Carbon Economy in 2050’ (COM (2011)112) and ‘Roadmap to a 

Resource Efficient Europe’(COM(2011)571), 

– having regard to the principles by which the EU is governed, including in particular the 

precautionary principle, 

– having regard to the Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7) calls for proposals 

on energy research, 

– having regard to its written declaration 16/2007 of 22 May 2007 on establishing a green 

hydrogen economy and a third industrial revolution in Europe through a partnership with 

committed regions and cities, SMEs and civil society organisations, 

– having regard to its resolutions of 15 March 2012 on a Roadmap for moving to a 

competitive low-carbon economy in 2050 and of 24 May 2012 on a resource-efficient 

Europe, 

–  having regard to its resolution of 11 September 2012 on the role of women in the green 

economy, 

A. whereas the EU must face up to financial, social and environmental challenges, and 

whereas there are currently crises in connection with the rise in energy prices, the 

depletion of raw materials, delocation, declining market share and rising unemployment in 

Europe; 

B. whereas major emerging economies (notably Brazil, Russia, India and China) continue to 

grow quickly, and have put in place ambitious industrial policies with a strong focus on 

technologies and industrial innovation, in order to ‘climb the quality ladder’ and move 

towards greener production; 

C. whereas the EU has made lasting gains in terms of environmental protection and action to 

combat climate change; 

D. whereas the EU has a strategy to promote eco-innovation and technological developments, 

and to enhance the long-term competitiveness of the EU automotive industry; 

E. whereas, in order to raise our competitiveness and lay the foundations to reindustrialise 

Europe, a proactive industrial policy based on a new paradigm is necessary; and whereas 

the right appreciation of the value of all resources, human and natural, and their 

sustainable use should be at the core of this industrial policy; 
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1. Regrets the Commission’s failure to put forward concrete proposals aimed at saving 

industrial sectors which have been severely affected by the crisis and either generate low 

added-value or are suffering the consequences of international dumping, but which are of 

real strategic importance to the EU, in particular by supporting them by means of public 

procurement contracts, as our competitors at international level do; 

2. Regrets the fact that the Commission does not propose that the agricultural and agro-food 

sectors should switch to more environmentally friendly practices, taking into account 

possible conflicts over the use of resources for food production or industrial production; 

3. Regrets that there is no reference to the fact that public, independent research into the 

effects of certain forms of industrial development, and in particular their impact on health 

and the environment, is an essential corollary of the development of new sectors; 

4. Regrets the fact that the Commission did not assert its adherence to the precautionary 

principle in relation to sectors using technologies which have not demonstrated that they 

are risk-free; 

5. Is concerned about the fact that the competitiveness and industrialisation gap between EU 

Member States is widening; recalls the importance of the new Multiannual Financial 

Framework (MFF) and synergies between the Cohesion Fund and funding dedicated to 

Competitiveness for Growth and Jobs (Heading 1A); 

6. Supports the Commission’s efforts to promote Europe as a responsible leader in 

innovation, including by increasing the effectiveness of public funding for research and 

development, through programmes such as Horizon 2020, and calls on the Commission to 

promote an appropriate framework to increase the volume of private funding; calls, in this 

connection, to put greater emphasis on the labour-intensive sector with human capital 

creation; 

7. Welcomes the Commission’s goal to develop an ambitious and sustainable European 

industrial strategy as an important step to restore economic growth in Europe and increase 

the share of manufacturing in GDP to 20 %; calls on the Commission and on the Member 

States to adopt an integrated approach that provides appropriate answers to the main 

European challenges, such as demography, resource and energy efficiency, and climate 

change; 

8. Stresses that the European industrial strategy should support investment and innovation in 

key areas for sustainable and environmentally sound growth generation, in particular by 

promoting sectors where Europe already leads in research and development, and 

encourage good quality working conditions in the enterprises targeted by investment; 

9. Welcomes the Commission’s emphasis on sustainable green growth and the development 

of new technologies for the foundation and support of this growth; 

10. Underlines the importance of fully exploiting the economic possibilities of investment in 

innovative technologies and resource-efficient production; 

11. Welcomes the agenda to put Europe on a path to industrial innovation in line with a 

sustainable, resource- and energy-efficient economy, and calls for concrete measures, 
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including shifting taxes from employment to resource use and pollution, in order to move 

towards those goals; 

12. Considers that the focus of industrial policy must be to shift Europe to a circular, 

sustainable bio-based economy, respecting cascade of use and ecosystem boundaries for 

biological resources; calls on the promotion of long-term cost-effective development 

strategies and of a green economy, based on more sustainable production and 

consumption patterns at the local, regional and national level; 

13. Underlines that Member States must refocus job creation policies, especially in exploiting 

the potential of the green economy; notes that transforming the economy along these paths 

will increase competitiveness and provide important sources of job creation which are 

indispensable to achieve the 75 % EU employment target by 2020; 

14. Encourages the Commission to propose solutions such as ULCOS to green old 

technologies; 

15. Calls on the Commission to promote women in the industrial sector; 

16. Stresses that the EU must provide the right framework conditions to stimulate new 

investments, speed up the adoption of new technologies and boost resource efficiency; 

underlines that EU legislation needs to take into account the structural differences among 

the Member States while maintaining a fair balance and minimising potential trade-offs 

between economic, social and environmental objectives; 

17. Considers that EU legislation helps to boost innovation while ensuring the energy 

independence of the Member States; believes, however, that a lack of concrete policy 

objectives on climate and resource efficiency are preventing existing innovative 

technologies from commercial implementation; 

18. Calls on the Commission to develop a long-term energy strategy for European industry, 

facilitating the transition towards renewable energy use; calls on the Commission to take 

into account the role industry might play in improving the flexibility of the whole energy 

system, enabling the integration of renewable energy sources; 

19. Considers that European industry, as well as individual consumers, would benefit from 

modernised energy infrastructure, such as smart grids which could help maximise 

indigenous energy potential and fully integrate renewable sources into the power supply; 

20. Stresses the importance of completing, as soon as possible, the internal energy market; 

21. Welcomes the aim of transition to low-carbon energy, in conjunction with new 

information and communication technologies (NICT); 

22. Notes that energy, raw materials and minerals costs are an important part of operational 

expenses in many industrial sectors; stresses in this regard the importance of a diversified 

and environmentally sustainable energy mix, and notes that the industrial strategy should 

focus on the key opportunities provided by increased energy efficiency and resource 

efficiency; this will include recycling and reusing materials and reducing the carbon and 

material footprint of production and consumption; highlights that also according to the 
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Commission’s analysis, such policy would create a significant number of new jobs; 

23. Strongly supports the development of the Commission’s raw materials diplomacy and 

other initiatives such as the so-called country-by-country reporting, in order to secure 

access to raw materials; calls, therefore, for the creation of an international raw materials 

forum, where experiences can be shared, national strategies can be combined and stocks 

can be managed jointly, as this would contain a worsening scramble for resources; 

24. Stresses the urgency of improving the efficiency of the EU carbon market to provide 

investment certainty to climate-friendly technologies; 

25. Calls on the Commission to integrate swiftly ‘green products and services’ in the Internal 

Market, including environmental footprinting; 

26. Underlines the need for a legal framework that gives appropriate signals to producers and 

consumers to promote resource efficiency and the move towards a restorative and circular 

economy; stresses that in order to address the fragmentation and scope limitations of the 

sustainable consumption and production (SCP) acquis, the consolidation of existing 

product legislation such as the Ecodesign Directive (2009/125/EC) and the Energy Label 

Directive (2010/30/EU), and the Ecolabel Regulation will be needed with a view to 

improving the environmental performance and resource efficiency of products throughout 

their lifecycle; 

27. Believes that competitiveness of European production depends on Europe being a global 

front-runner in eco-efficient goods and production; 

28. Considers that Europe’s industrial future cannot be assured without a deliberate change of 

course to ensure that product design, and methods of production and transport incorporate 

environmental requirements; 

29. Supports the wider use of design, as well as other non-technological innovations, as one of 

the key drivers for developing high value products, increasing productivity and improving 

resource efficiency; 

30. Believes that successful industrial policy needs to integrate EU policies combining all 

aspects with an impact on industry and to focus on finding solutions for major societal 

challenges; 

31. Calls on the Commission to develop or maintain measures to safeguard corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) along the whole value chain, from the extraction of raw materials via 

manufacturing and trade to recycling, both within and outside the EU; 

32. Supports the Commission’s efforts to increase investment in human capital and skills that 

are necessary for industrial competitiveness and change; calls on the Commission and 

Member States to improve dialogue between the relevant authorities and social partners to 

improve the connection between education systems and the job market; calls on the 

Commission to secure the right to lifelong learning for all citizens, allowing them the 

option to retrain during their working life, which is crucial for innovation and 

competitiveness; 
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33. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to adopt, without delay and by 2014, 

concrete plans to phase out progressively all environmentally harmful subsidies by 2020, 

to increase the use of market-based instruments, including a shift from labour to 

environmental taxation, pricing and charging, and to expand markets for environmental 

goods and services; 

34. Is of the view that the incentive of sustainable forms of tourism linked to the consumption 

of local products may be capable of boosting the recovery of agricultural and craft-related 

activities and the dissemination of microenterprises locally, and could act as a significant 

economic springboard that could help economic recovery whilst at the same time ensuring 

that the environment is properly managed, cultures and human settlements protected and 

erosion and landslides prevented; 

35. Believes that the priorities in the construction industry should be those of applying the 

general principles of sustainable building and eco-design; in this regard, the upgrading of 

existing building stock is particularly significant; this could be achieved by, amongst other 

things, implementing mandatory plans to adapt old buildings, both public and private, to 

current energy containment and efficiency standards, with the aim of consuming less. 
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