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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the EU strategy for liquefied natural gas (LNG) and gas storage is one 
element of the Energy Union, which aims to gives concrete expression to the EU’s 
ambition to bring about a quick transition to a sustainable, secure and competitive energy 
system and also aims to end dependence on external gas suppliers; stresses that one of the 
goals of the Energy Union is to make the EU the world leader in renewable energies;

2. Points out that existing LNG infrastructure in the EU is heavily underused (46 % of gas 
import pipelines and 32 % of LNG terminals were used in 2014) and that the EU gas 
demand is persistently overestimated; stresses, therefore, that gas infrastructure planning 
should be based on decreasing demand;

3. Recalls that energy poverty results in serious health consequences and is thought to affect 
more than 10 % of the EU’s population;

4. Stresses that the European Union and its Member States should first of all focus on their 
renewable resources and energy efficiency improvements and derive maximum benefit 
from their renewable production capacity by accelerating investments in these sectors; 
draws attention to the potential of power-to-gas technology to store renewable energies 
and to make them usable as carbon-neutral gas for transport, heating and power 
generation;

5. Stresses that this should not prevent efforts being made to extract added value from other 
segments of the energy markets, such as LNG, provided that this is done in a sustainable 
manner that is fully consistent with the EU’s environmental protection principles, notably 
water, groundwater, marine and nature conservation objectives, and with the Paris 
Agreement, while minimising methane emissions;

6. Highlights the need to promote the interoperability of LNG infrastructure and the supply 
chain for biogas and gas from biomass, provided such access is permanently compatible 
with the relevant technical rules and safety standards; calls on the Member States to fully 
exploit local production of biogas;

7. Lays emphasis on environmentally friendly and socially sustainable LNG production 
methods;

8. Points out that the EU’s domestic production will continue to decline in the coming 
decades, and further diversification of the EU’s natural gas supply therefore remains a key 
objective to provide consumer countries with more security, while nevertheless 
underlining its role as a short and medium-term solution and as a complement and support 
to renewables and energy efficiency, bearing in mind the European commitment to 
achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement; considers that natural gas can only play a 
transitional role, and that the phasing out of fossil subsidies and a comprehensive switch 
from gas to renewable energy sources are necessary in the medium term;
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9. Points out that EU gas demand has significantly decreased in the past few years, partly 
owing to the economic crisis but also owing to a structural shift in gas demand thanks to 
the successful implementation of energy efficiency and renewable policies;

10. Emphasises the need for impact assessments to be made to ascertain the added value of 
constructing new LNG transport and storage infrastructure; urges the Commission and the 
Member States to promote and incentivise a more efficient and safe use of existing storage 
infrastructure, including gas storage; highlights the need to focus new investments on 
areas with poor interconnection, or to supply the most vulnerable Member States; recalls 
the potential offered by the production of renewable natural gas through anaerobic 
digestion, prioritising production from sewage, agriculture and organic waste; stresses that 
new gas infrastructure investment decisions should not lead to lock-in fossil fuel 
infrastructure and should avoid stranded assets;

11. Stresses the need for increased national and regional cooperation to enhance the 
multifunctionality, exploitability and efficiency of LNG infrastructure and to avoid 
overcapacity; calls for revised demand assessments and notes that electricity 
interconnections or the use of renewable energy sources coupled with energy efficiency 
measures can deliver the same results as new LNG infrastructure developments;

12. Recalls, in the light of the climate crisis, that the EU needs to look for ways to decrease 
petroleum consumption; considers that before the EU can achieve its goal of using 100 % 
renewables, it should also consider natural gas as an alternative to coal and oil to enable 
Europe to reach its climate goals; stresses that other fuels and technologies can play a role 
in the transition towards renewables, but that the EU needs to support a short-term 
transition; highlights, however, that the dangers of over-reliance on natural gas can be 
overcome only by expanding the use of renewable energies; recalls that in most cases the 
increase in the use of natural gas competes with investments in renewables;

13. Stresses the need to prioritise Projects of Common Interest that complete missing 
infrastructure in order to end energy isolation and single supplier dependency; highlights 
priority geographic areas such as the Baltic region, the Iberian Peninsula and south-eastern 
Europe, as well as certain island regions; highlights that EU funding instruments such as 
the European Fund for Strategic Investments, the Connecting Europe Facility, the 
European Regional Development Fund and EIB funding should prioritise such Projects of 
Common Interest;

14. Stresses the need to ensure that geological gas storage facilities are assessed through a 
transparent process involving local communities;

15. Points out that where existing LNG reception and storage capacity is underused, cross-
border interconnector investments that enable its optimal use should be prioritised, and 
regulatory and fiscal obstacles should be removed before supporting investments in new 
capacity in neighbouring Member States;

16. Draws attention to the irreversible environmental damage caused by oil-based emissions 
and marine fuels to the oceans, polar regions and the Arctic, and highlights the potential 
that the transition to LNG offers for decarbonising maritime transport and heavy goods 
vehicles compared with current mainstream fuels, while underlining that wider use of 
LNG in freight transport could contribute to the decrease of global CO2 emissions; notes 
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that in order to assess any potential for greenhouse gas savings and overall environmental 
impact, the whole lifecycle, including the upstream methane leaks and impacts of the 
extractive process, would need to be taken into account; supports in this regard the 
objectives of Directive 2014/94/EU and the establishment of a harmonised regulatory and 
standardisation framework that encourages the use of LNG in shipping and heavy goods 
vehicles; emphasises the role of the renewal of fleet in order to achieve the energy 
transition towards LNG and renewable energy; urges the Commission to make funds 
available to support European projects to this end;

17. Calls for the development of maritime routes, notably in the archipelago of the Azores 
which, given its geographical situation, could serve as a key fuel station for the 
transatlantic routes of LNG; urges the Commission to make funds available to support 
European projects to this end;

18. Recalls that the extraction of shale gas through hydraulic fracturing has severe impacts on 
the climate, the environment and public health, mostly so in a densely populated Europe, 
and that these impacts are transnational; stresses the need to take into account that the 
same standards that apply in the EU should also apply to imported LNG; recognises, 
however, that shale gas exploration is a matter that falls within Member States’ 
competence; stresses in this regard the need for a harmonised EU framework regarding 
fracking operations;

19. Points out that LNG and natural gas storage arrangements must comply with modern 
safety requirements; states that this means, inter alia, continuous monitoring of the air 
above storage facilities and, in the case of underground storage, monitoring at ground 
level and deep underground; states that this should help ensure sustainable and safe 
storage;

20. Urges the Commission and the Member States to put in place strategies to support 
facilities that may be used in the future to manage the transfer and storage of renewable 
natural gas.
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