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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 
the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the EU’s new recovery plan should ensure that EU funds for recovery are 
used only in a manner that is consistent with the Union’s climate and environmental 
objectives; calls on the Commission to also set out EU guidelines for the Member States 
on how to design their national investment plans so that they are consistent with the 
European Green Deal, the Paris Agreement and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals; also calls on the Commission to draw up EU guidelines on greening conditions 
in relation to the billions in state aid granted to large companies in the wake of the 
COVID-19 crisis; stresses that the new recovery plan and such guidelines should enable 
the EU to save and transform its economy (i.e. take the EU out of the crisis and 
accelerate the transition towards climate neutrality and the circular economy), while 
leaving no one behind;

2. Calls on the Commission to pursue the initiatives of the European Green Deal, 
including the actions identified in the Circular Economy Action Plan, in order to 
continue the fight against climate change, biodiversity loss and environmental 
degradation; stresses the importance of opposing any proposals to postpone the 
introduction of stricter standards or compliance with already set obligations; considers 
that any such proposal should be subject to critical scrutiny, taking into account not only 
the commercial interests of the companies concerned but also broader social interests, 
pursuing the objectives of full employment and social progress;

3. Stresses the importance of shortening supply chains and reducing dependence on third 
countries in crucial sectors such as the production of medicinal products, energy and 
food, in particular through green and social public procurement and restrictions on the 
import of products produced under low labour and environmental standards;

4. Stresses that the upcoming legislative proposals to promote a more sustainable single 
market for business and consumers should be fully aligned with the objective of limiting 
global warming to under 1.5 °C, and should not contribute to the loss of biodiversity;

5. Recalls that the Union is both the world’s second largest economic power and the 
world’s largest trading power; points out that the single market is a powerful tool that 
must be used to develop sustainable and circular products or technologies that will 
become tomorrow’s standards, thus enabling citizens to purchase affordable products 
that are safer, healthier and more respectful of the planet;

6. Emphasises that the transition to climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest and the 
transition to a truly circular economy and sustainable single market will create new 
business opportunities and jobs and can therefore significantly contribute to a 
sustainable economic recovery;

7. In the transition to a circular economy and climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest, 
stresses that it is crucial that the Commission and the Member States properly assess 
employment needs, including education and training requirements, promote the 
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development of the economy and do their utmost to achieve a fair and just transition;

8. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to engage with all parts of society and 
stakeholders, including citizens/consumers, consumer and non-governmental 
organisations, business, trade unions and workers’ representatives in order to enable and 
empower them to act towards achieving a sustainable single market;

9. Points out that both sustainable production and consumption should be promoted; 
considers in this regard that resource efficiency should be improved by increasing the 
circularity of value chains, reducing the consumption of resources, increasing the uptake 
of secondary raw materials, minimising waste generation and fully applying the 
measures laid down in Directive 2008/98/EC, including by reducing the content of 
hazardous substances; stresses that a new economy comprising circular services should 
be developed;

10. Calls on the Member States to invest in more systemic planning for the design of 
production processes where waste from one process and production stream can be 
efficiently fed as a resource into another production process;

11. Considers there to be good potential for increasing the sustainability of the single 
market in product-as-a-service models that should also be further developed;

12. Stresses that, as part of a highly globalised economy, the EU cannot become an isolated 
sustainable market if it is causing or contributing to unsustainable practices beyond its 
borders; calls on the Commission to introduce transformative measures with regard to 
the sustainability of products, resources and services exported outside the EU, in order 
to ensure the same sustainability standards and circularity;

13. Calls on all companies and organisations to register with the EU Eco-Management and 
Audit Scheme (EMAS) in order to improve their environmental performance; looks 
forward to the upcoming review of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive, which 
should significantly improve the availability of information on the environmental 
performance of companies;

14. Calls for the extension of the Ecodesign Directive to ensure that all products and 
packaging placed on the EU market are upgradable, reusable, repairable and ultimately 
recyclable at the highest level, so that the value of the material is not degraded; this 
must be based on extended producer responsibility;

15. Stresses that stringent requirements should be established on the basis of due diligence 
to ensure that no products causing environmental degradation or the violation of human 
rights are placed on the Union market;

16. Acknowledges that it essential that the narrative in our industries changes ‘from cradle 
to grave’ to ‘cradle to cradle’, and that sustainability is strengthened at all stages of the 
supply chains, leading to environmental and social sustainability in the end-product, as 
well as in the manufacturing of all its components and the extraction of raw materials;

17. Considers that it is crucial to ensure that the ‘sustainable choice’ will be the default 
choice – which is attractive, affordable and accessible – for all consumers in the EU as 
soon as possible; warmly welcomes in this regard the Commission’s intention to 
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develop a framework for a sustainable product policy which, among other measures, 
will strengthen and extend ecodesign in order to improve the sustainability of products 
through pre-market requirements; calls on the Commission to define minimum 
performance requirements and targets – including by imposing minimum periods for the 
supply of spare parts according to product category and reasonable maximum delivery 
times – for the design, production and marketing of products that are sustainable and 
safe, suitable for multiple use, technically durable and easily repairable, do not contain 
hazardous substances, and after having become waste and having been prepared for 
reuse or recycling, suitable to be made available or placed on the market in order to 
facilitate the proper implementation of the waste hierarchy; calls on the Commission to 
also support and develop economic tools that give an economic advantage to the 
‘sustainable choice’;

18. Stresses that a longer lifetime for products presupposes the adoption of measures 
banning programmed obsolescence; calls on the Commission to examine reports that 
products such as smartphones are deliberately designed to have a very short useful life 
and to propose measures to ban this phenomenon;

19. Stresses that prevention, as defined in the Waste Framework Directive, should be the 
first priority, in accordance with the waste hierarchy;

20. Emphasises that consumers should be able to fully participate in the ecological 
transition; calls on the Commission to develop legislative proposals on the tools needed 
to achieve this goal, including by requiring improved product information through 
mandatory labelling on the durability and reparability of a product (expected lifetime, 
availability of spare parts, etc.), defining durability and reparability as the main 
characteristics of a product under Directives 2011/83/EU and 2005/29/EU, improving 
methodologies to verify green claims before a product is placed on the market, 
extending legal guarantees aligned with the estimated lifetime of a product category and 
definitions, banning practices aimed at intentionally shortening the lifetime of a product, 
such as preventing repair at the design stage or causing a slowdown in performance 
after a software update (planned obsolescence), and preventing greenwashing, by 
adding them to Annex I of Directive 2005/29;

21. Calls on the Commission to guarantee the right for people in the EU to have their goods 
repaired at an affordable price by means of a set of specific measures, such as the 
obligation to provide information at the time of purchase on the availability and price of 
spare parts and time taken to repair them, to offer all repair actors, including consumers, 
non-discriminatory access to repair and maintenance information, to promote 
standardisation in order to foster the interoperability of spare parts, to prioritise repair 
over replacement through targeted incentives, to support repair services through 
financial incentives; highlights that such tools must be based on sound environmental 
criteria, which enable consumers to assess accurately the environmental impact of 
products on the basis of their life cycle, their environmental footprint, their lifespan and 
their quality; emphasises, however, that encouraging sustainable consumption is only 
one aspect of the issue and that the transition to circularity should start at the production 
and ecodesign stage;

22. Notes the importance of a well-functioning internal market for waste management and 
emphasises the need to further improve market conditions for recycling; to this end, 
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invites the Commission and the Member States to facilitate such an improvement, 
including through legislative proposals to ensure greater regulatory harmonisation;

23. Calls on the Commission also to adequately address the dual quality of products and to 
ensure that people in all Member States have access to the same quality of foodstuffs 
and other products, and that they enjoy equal consumer rights, such as the right to 
repair, irrespective of the Member State in which they reside;

24. Calls on the Commission to promote comparable and harmonised product information, 
including voluntary product labelling, for both consumers and businesses, based on hard 
data and consumer research and in full consultation with all relevant stakeholders, while 
avoiding excessive burden on SMEs;

25. Calls for the adoption of ecodesign requirements for the broadest range of products, 
underlines that ecodesign requirements should be mandatory, calls for the application of 
ecodesign requirements for non-energy products that have important environmental 
impact, such as textiles and furniture;

26. Calls for the introduction and use of mandatory deposit systems such as those created 
for bottles, which allow the quality of the material to be maintained at approximately 
the same level from one use to the next;

27. Proposes the development of clear guidelines and standards for green claims and 
commitments that translate into eco-labels; looks forward to the planned legislative 
proposal on substantiating green claims; considers that by providing the consumers with 
transparency and guidance through accurate and accountable information and 
eco-labelling, consumers will have increased confidence in products and markets, 
ultimately leading to sustainable consumption;

28. Calls on the Commission to improve the framework for the shipment of sorted waste 
and recyclates within and outside the EU in accordance with the Waste Framework 
Directive in order to facilitate viable economic conditions in the EU recycling markets 
and to ensure effective environmental protection when waste is shipped outside the EU;

29. Emphasises the importance of engaging the private sector as a responsible stakeholder 
in the transition towards a more sustainable and circular economy; notes that sustainable 
and circular industrial practices are crucial to meeting the targets of the European Green 
Deal and the Paris Agreement;

30. Calls for the revision of the Ecolabel Directive in order to improve consumer 
information on the reparability, availability and affordability of spare parts and DIY 
options;

31. Notes that the private waste management sector plays a crucial role in strengthening the 
circular economy, accounting for 60 % of the market share for household waste and 
75 % for industrial and commercial waste; calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to stimulate investments in and by the private sector in order to further 
incentivise sustainable waste management and to support the demand for recyclates and 
products containing recycled materials;

32. Calls on the Commission to promote the uptake of recycled content by building on 
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existing initiatives and promoting new initiatives from industry and stakeholders;

33. Considers that the Ecodesign Directive provides significant untapped potential for 
improving resource efficiency; calls on the Commission to give priority to the 
implementation and revision of measures for those products with the greatest potential 
in terms of primary energy savings and the circular economy; calls for systematic and 
in-depth analyses of the potential of the circular economy to be carried out during 
preparatory studies for the extension of ecodesign measures to other product categories;

34. Stresses the role of Green Public Procurement (GPP) in accelerating the shift towards a 
sustainable and circular economy and the importance of implementing GPP during the 
EU’s economic recovery; recalls the Commission’s commitments to propose further 
legislation on GPP, and calls on the Commission to make an ambitious proposal that 
would significantly increase the use of GPP, in line with the objectives of the European 
Green Deal, so that in all public procurement the green option should be the default 
choice, with ‘comply or explain’, so that this could be exempted only on acceptable 
grounds;

35. Indicates that the global value chains need to be diversified through new rules on 
e-commerce, the conclusion of the Environmental Goods Agreement, which has the 
potential to stimulate the use of environmental goods, and the reform of intellectual 
property rights at international level to improve competitiveness and to protect and 
reward creative work and innovation more effectively, with a view to achieving a 
deeply sustainable single market;

36. Highlights that all consumers should have the right to safe products that do not harm the 
environment or human health; calls for a rapid and effective phase-out and ban of 
hazardous substances used in the single market; stresses that this is particularly 
important with regard to substances with endocrine disrupting properties; stresses that 
the development of a sustainable single market must be based on the creation of a 
non-toxic circular economy and environment in which hazardous substances are not 
used or recycled;

37. Considers it important to raise public awareness of consumer rights and the importance 
of sustainable consumption of products and services; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to facilitate this awareness through a platform for the exchange of best 
practices that includes citizens and representatives of the public and private sectors, 
local authorities, academia, non-governmental and civil society organisations and 
consumer organisations, ensuring that all citizens have access to easily understandable 
and comprehensive information.
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