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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the 2021 Union budget is the first one under the Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027; stresses that the amounts allocated to the 2021 
budget should match up to the expectations of Union citizens in a post-COVID-19 
Europe, fostering strong economic recovery and improving public health, and should be 
aligned with the Paris Agreement and with the Green Deal objectives, and in particular 
that of becoming climate neutral by 2050 at the latest, while supporting the Member 
States that have suffered the most; calls on the Commission to assess the 2021 Union 
budget in the light of the provisions of this paragraph, and to make the appropriate 
corrections if they are not met;

2. Welcomes the Solvency Support Instrument to enhance the level playing field in the 
single market, and the provision that stipulates that beneficiaries of financial support 
will be encouraged to put in place a green transition plan in line with the Green Deal 
objectives; is of the opinion that that provision should be mandatory, and linked to clear 
and transparent climate targets;

3. Considers that the Union should also show global climate leadership through its 
budgeting; highlights that every effort should be made to ensure that the overall climate 
and biodiversity mainstreaming targets are reached as soon as possible; recalls 
Parliament’s position calling for at least 10 % of the Union budget to be allocated to 
biodiversity expenditures and the position of the Committee on the Environment, Public 
health and Food Safety calling for 40% of the Union budget to be allocated to climate 
expenditure; points out that climate and biodiversity-related expenditure must be 
tracked using a more robust, transparent and comprehensive methodology; is of the 
opinion that the Taxonomy Regulation provides the proper framework to update that 
methodology;

4. Underlines that investment in the green transition must be accelerated in order to create 
the necessary conditions for Europe’s long-term growth and for ensuring the resilience 
of the European economy to future shocks;

5. Points to the need to ensure sufficient resources in the 2021 Union budget for the 
achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals;

6 Is especially concerned that the contribution to climate and biodiversity spending of the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has been grossly overestimated, as highlighted by 
the Court of Auditors; notes that the Court of Auditors’ Special Report No 13/2020 
found that the CAP 2014-2020 has not contributed to halt the decline in biodiversity; 
stresses in that regard the need to end all harmful agricultural subsidies;

7. Calls on the Commission to implement green budgeting tools as of 2021; underlines in 
that regard the importance of effective climate and biodiversity proofing of the budget, 
use of the “do no harm” principle and effective correction measures;
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8. Underlines that sufficient resources should be secured for tackling biodiversity loss and 
environmental degradation, and for the achievement of the objectives of the new 2030 
Biodiversity Strategy; highlights the importance of allocating adequate funding for the 
LIFE Programme; recalls that the One Health approach is a key prerequisite for a 
resilient and strong public health system, all the more important in light of the spreading 
of zoonoses such as COVID-19; recalls that excessive use of antibiotics in animals and 
humans are amongst the leading threats to EU public health;

9. Calls for an increase in support for the Life+ Programme, including dedicated envelopes 
for biodiversity and the management of the Natura 2000 network, and measures to 
ensure the fair distribution of funding among Member States; urges in addition that 
support be provided for ecological and plant health assessments in forests and the 
rehabilitation of forests, specifically reforestation with native species, especially in 
those countries that have suffered the greatest fire damage;

10. Stresses that sufficient funding should be allocated to the Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism, in order to help tackle public health emergencies, forest fires, floods, 
earthquakes and other natural and human-made disasters, the effects of which are 
expected to be further exacerbated by climate change; stresses that the need for a more 
flexible, faster and coordinated civil protection mechanism is one of the lessons learned 
from the COVID-19 outbreak, which exposed the weakness of the current legal 
framework;

11. Highlights that the 2021 Union budget should contain sufficient resources for the 
development of capabilities to deal with pandemics in order to ensure the protection of 
Union citizens, and to set up the foundations for strengthening Union action on key 
aspects of health, leading to the creation of a European Health Union; stresses that 
sufficient resources should be allocated in particular for strategic material such as 
vaccines, treatments and medical devices and the implementation of the upcoming 
Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe, for facilitating cross-border mobility of patients 
and medical professionals, and increasing investments in medical research; underlines 
that sufficient resources should be allocated to the EU4Health Programme; points out 
that the strengthening of the competences of the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC), as provided in the new MFF, should be reflected in 
appropriate budgetary measures as of 2021, in addition to which the competences and 
the budget for the European Medicines Agency (EMA) should be increased; points out 
that efficient joint public procurement can lead to significant savings in the budget of 
the Union and its Member States;

12. Stresses that it is imperative that the Union budget is given sufficient resources to be 
able to deliver on the high expectations in place for its role in achieving sustainable 
recovery and just transition to climate neutrality; emphasises the key role that the 
development of own resources can play in this regard; recalls the demands of 
Parliament to establish a basket of new own resources including plastics-based tax and  
revenue from the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS); stresses the need for the 
Union to significantly expand its basket of own resources;

13. Calls on the Commission to secure an adequate level of human resources for 
Directorates relevant for ensuring full implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy, 
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Chemical Strategy for Sustainability and moving towards a circular and climate neutral 
economy by 2050 at the latest; is concerned by the fact that the staffing of the 
Directorate General for Environment has undergone significant reductions in the last 
years and its HR level represents only 1,3 % of all Commission staff; believes that a 
sufficient level of qualified staff is a precondition for the successful implementation and 
enforcement of Union policies;

14. Welcomes the EU4Health Programme that contributes to address the significant 
structural needs identified in the COVID-19 crisis, setting out key action areas such as 
the improvement of national health systems, and the availability and affordability of 
medicines and other crisis-relevant products;

15. Advocates a CAP that supports local agro-ecological production by small-scale farms 
that respects food produce and coexists with the natural environment, without using 
harmful pesticides and chemical fertilisers; calls for the Union budget to provide 
funding lines and instruments to assist in the development of policies intended to 
minimise the impact of herbicides, particularly on pollinators, and to consolidate and 
promote conservation and integrated agricultural production methods;

16. Points to the importance of ensuring that sufficient financial resources and adequate 
human resources capacities are allocated to Union agencies under the remit of the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ECHA, ECDC, EEA, 
EFSA and EMA), enabling them to fulfil their mandate, execute their tasks and respond 
optimally to the consequences of the COVID-19 outbreak; underlines the fact that 
proper coordination between agencies is needed to increase the effectiveness of their 
work and allow for a fair and efficient use of public money;

17. Calls on the Commission to swiftly implement pilot projects and preparatory actions 
and stresses that such instruments and their results should be integrated in Union 
policy actions and programmes to fulfil their objective.
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