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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Regional Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines the importance of Cohesion Policy, cohesion funding and regional 
environmental strategies in the fight against climate change and the fulfilment of our 
commitments under the Paris Agreement; stresses that, as the Union’s main investment 
policy and one of the main sources of EU support for many Member States, Cohesion 
Policy should be fully aligned with the Union’s climate and environment objectives, and 
ensure in particular that all EU-funded projects should respect the ‘do no significant 
harm’ principle as set out in the Taxonomy Regulation; welcomes policy objective 2 
(PO2) of the proposed new Common Provisions Regulation, as set out in Article 4(1)(b) 
thereof, which aims to establish ‘a greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net zero 
carbon economy and resilient Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, 
green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate change mitigation and 
adaptation and risk prevention and management’;

2. Calls for the creation of ambitious environmental, climate and development policies at 
regional level that will build on the 2030 Agenda, the European Green Deal, the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, and the 2030 Climate and Energy Framework; considers 
that Cohesion Policy and PO2 in particular should fully contribute to the Union’s more 
ambitious 2030 climate target and the objective to reach net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions as early as possible and by 2050 at the latest, as set out in Parliament’s 
position on the European Climate Law; highlights the importance of the European Fund 
for Strategic Investments (EFSI) for achieving the objective of 30 % of new investments 
for climate-related expenditure and 10 % for biodiversity-related expenditure, and for 
its role in the next multiannual financial framework (MFF) and recovery fund 
instruments; recalls its position that at least 35 % of resources under the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and 40 % under the Cohesion Fund should 
support the Union’s climate objectives; notes that the European Council agreement to 
contribute at least 30 % of the ERDF to the ‘Greener Europe’ policy objective is an 
important step; encourages the Commission to establish common output and input 
indicators to ensure that projects deliver the EU’s climate objectives, applying the 
criteria set by the Taxonomy Regulation where applicable; stresses that the transition to 
a sustainable and climate-neutral economy must leave no one behind and must be 
achieved through measures that make economic activities compatible with the 
protection of the environment and create high-quality employment in the long term;

3. Highlights the role that Cohesion Policy can play in, inter alia, advancing a twin digital 
and green transition towards a more circular economy that is climate-neutral, 
environmentally sustainable, and energy and resource efficient, and that offers 
sustainable solutions to waste reduction, water management, energy efficiency, the 
renovation of buildings, the development of renewable energy, emissions reduction, the 
transition towards zero-emission mobility, biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation; 
calls for the next generation of Cohesion Policy to be climate-proof and believes that no 
programme which has a negative impact on the efforts to meet the EU’s climate targets 
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should be financed and supported under Cohesion Policy; welcomes the introduction of 
a climate proofing instrument in Cohesion Policy for 2021-2027;

4. Underlines the strategic role of renewable, sustainable and decentralised energy in the 
development of territories and their enterprises, in particular SMEs; emphasises the 
renewable energy potential of the peripheral and outermost regions linked to their 
geographical and climatic characteristics; highlights the role of Cohesion Policy to 
enhance the use of renewables and the availability of clean energy sources, and in 
particular to support the deployment of alternative energy sources, such as clean 
hydrogen;

5. Insists on creating a balanced, sustainable and inclusive development of the Union 
through Cohesion Policy that takes into consideration the specificities and needs of all 
Member States, their regions and their citizens; calls for Cohesion Policy, in 
coordination with other EU policies and in cooperation with the national or regional 
civil protection authorities, to have a greater role in supporting risk prevention efforts to 
adapt to present and future impacts of climate change, with particular attention for the 
most vulnerable areas, such as islands, coastal areas and the outermost regions, which 
present further difficulties due to their geographical location, through ecosystem-based 
approaches, by developing new infrastructure or retro-fitting existing infrastructure and 
through the adoption of disaster resilience measures at regional and local levels while 
fully taking into account and contributing to the biodiversity-related targets; calls for the 
establishment of effective regional and interregional cooperation mechanisms in the 
field of natural disaster prevention, i.e. a capacity for response, management and mutual 
assistance in the event of disasters; calls for climate adaptation stress tests for EU-
funded projects that are deemed particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change;

6. Recognises the key role of regional authorities in the successful management of 
environmental and development policies; recognises the importance of place-based 
sectoral initiatives for achieving social and environmental sustainability and resilience 
in all places through tailor-made policy mixes, and encourages the use of instruments 
such as community-led local development projects (CLLDs) and Integrated Territorial 
Investments (ITIs) to promote a multi-level governance of initiatives to fight climate 
change; stresses that the tailored allocation of funds for locally and regionally adapted 
measures would not only have a strong impact on the economy, but would also have a 
mobilising effect on the community’s involvement in participation structures; 
encourages public-private partnerships and further blending between European 
Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds and other programmes, such as Horizon Europe, 
to develop innovative solutions to fight climate change and create a more resilient and 
sustainable European economy; calls on the Commission and managing authorities to 
simplify the procedures associated with Cohesion Policy to ensure that private actors, 
and especially SMEs, can access EU funding under Cohesion Policy; recalls and 
welcomes, in this context, the Commission’s ambition to launch the European Climate 
Pact;

7. Highlights the proposal set out by the Commission in the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030 that cities with at least 20 000 inhabitants should prepare urban greening plans to 
create biodiverse and accessible urban forests, parks and gardens, urban farms, green 
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roofs and walls, and tree-lined streets; reiterates the positive impact of such a measure 
on urban microclimate and health, in particular for vulnerable groups; encourages this 
action and calls for the mobilisation of policy, regulatory and financial tools for its 
implementation;

8. Recalls the importance of involving local and regional authorities in the drafting of 
national energy and climate plans (NECPs) and territorial Just Transition plans for 
meeting the EU’s climate and energy priorities, fulfilling international commitments 
under the Paris Agreement, and taking into consideration the social aspects of the 
transition; highlights the role of local and regional authorities (LRAs) and private 
actors, such as SMEs, in mitigating and adapting to climate change; calls on the 
Commission to bolster effective multi-level governance in action planning and 
implementation, guaranteeing a structured dialogue with LRAs, and to secure the 
alignment and complementarity of climate and energy action plans and measures across 
levels of government, to improve the coordination among Member States and 
transparency on climate and energy-related actions, to monitor their progress in 
addressing climate change and to provide technical guidance and support to mobilise 
funds and capacity-building;

9. Calls for holistic regional integration strategies in order to guarantee sustainable 
development, mitigate the consequences of climate change and fully contribute to the 
objectives of the Paris Agreement; highlights the importance of relying on smart 
specialisation strategies to develop strong competitive advantages and to establish 
synergies between the different EU regions and Member States through the European 
Territorial Cooperation Goal with a view to developing European answers to climate 
change challenges;

10. Recognises that Cohesion Policy directly affects the quality of life of EU citizens and 
helps them face new challenges, such as demographic changes, the industrial transition 
and climate change;

11. Highlights that the EU is facing serious challenges, especially in the field of economic 
recovery, and that the role of Cohesion Policy in this context will be essential;

12. Insists on creating a balanced, sustainable and inclusive development of the Union 
through Cohesion Policy that takes into consideration the specificities and needs of all 
Member States, their regions and their citizens;

13. Emphasises that regional environmental policies must contain measures to adapt to the 
damage caused by unavoidable negative consequences of climate change, the provisions 
of which should be incorporated into all other relevant policy areas;

14. Recalls that improving the quality of life of EU citizens requires the further 
development of policies that will create better working and living conditions and 
contribute to the protection of the environment and the fight against climate change;

15. Recalls that Cohesion Policy seeks to reduce territorial inequalities across the Union 
and to foster the economic development of its least developed regions; considers, 
therefore, that effective and focused spending of the Cohesion Fund is needed in regions 
where economies are more carbon intensive;
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16. Stresses that it is paramount that cohesion funding helps more carbon-intensive regions 
to move faster towards clean energy and zero-carbon infrastructure, which is not yet 
guaranteed despite the positive developments over recent years.
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