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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

- having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,

A. whereas all human beings are entitled to the full enjoyment of their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms without discrimination, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union;

B. whereas climate change occurs globally, but has a greater impact on the countries and 
communities least responsible for global warming; whereas the impacts are greater on 
populations which are the most reliant on natural resources for their livelihoods and/or 
which have the least capacity to respond to natural hazards, such as droughts, 
landslides, floods and hurricanes; whereas those with fewer financial resources to adapt 
will be the ones which will be hit the hardest and will suffer the most from the impacts 
of climate change;

C. whereas growing awareness and concerns about the impacts of climate change and 
environmental degradation among the general population globally provide momentum 
for environmental activism in general and the proactive involvement of environmental 
defenders in particular;

D. whereas the international community, at the first UN conference on the environment in 
1972, endorsed the interdependent and reciprocal aspect between human rights and the 
environment, whereby a healthy environment is integral to fully enjoying a wide range 
of human rights; whereas the climate and environmental emergency, declared by the 
European Parliament in November last year, presents an additional challenge in this 
regard;

E. whereas human rights are closely linked to climate change as its devastating effects on 
the environment have a consequent impact on the full enjoyment of the rights to life, 
health, water, housing, food and the means of living; whereas also the European Court 
of Human Rights has clearly established that various types of environmental 
degradation can result in violations of substantive human rights, such as the right to life, 
to private and family life, the prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment, and the 
peaceful enjoyment of the home;

F. whereas the Paris Agreement, in its preamble, acknowledges that climate change is a 
common concern of humankind and that Parties to the Agreement should, when taking 
action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective 
obligations on human rights;

G. whereas the increasing global demand for access to natural resources often results in 
unsustainable exploitation of the natural and human environment, putting ordinary 
people at the frontline in protecting ecosystems, land, food, cultural heritage, 
communities and individuals against the impacts of climate change, and against the 
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unsustainable extraction of raw materials, including fossil fuels, deforestation, illegal 
logging and land grabbing;

H. whereas an increasing occurrence of killings of environmental defenders around the 
world has been reported; whereas, in particular, the number of environmental defenders 
who have been murdered has quadrupled in the last ten years1, with the death rate rising 
on average to more than four activists killed every week in 20192; whereas the 
predominant share (90 %) of killings have been reported in Central and South America 
and Southeast Asia; whereas some of most biodiverse places in the world are located in 
those regions;

I. whereas, according to a European Environmental Bureau case study3, harassment of 
environmental defenders is present also in the EU with 13 reported incidents in 2018 
and, according to the report, there are some Member States that have ‘non-existent 
legislation surrounding harassment of environmental defenders and many states 
considered themselves to be ignorant with regards the sanctioning of harassment’;

J. whereas in March 2019 the United Nations Human Rights Council adopted Resolution 
A/HRC/40/L.22/Rev.1 ‘recognizing the contribution of environmental human rights 
defenders to the enjoyment of human rights, environmental protection and sustainable 
development’;

K. whereas the vulnerability of environmental defenders is further aggravated by the lack 
of efficient rule-of-law mechanisms leading to impunity of the offenders;

L. whereas the impacts of climate change are experienced differently by women and men; 
whereas women are under-represented in environment and climate change decision-
making institutions; whereas there are gender differences in the effects of climate 
change as well as in adaptation and mitigation strategies; whereas women are more 
vulnerable and face higher risks and burdens for various reasons, ranging from unequal 
access to resources, education, job opportunities and land rights, to social and cultural 
norms and roles and their diverse intersectional experiences;

M. whereas the negative consequences of climate change undermine countries’ 
development prospects and deepen already existing gender disparities that result from 
numerous socio-economic, institutional, cultural and political determinants;

N. whereas the Aarhus Convention obliges states to protect those who exercise their 
environmental rights from any harassment, penalisation or persecution;

O. whereas citizens of industrialised countries can emit over one hundred times more CO2 
than those of the least developed countries; whereas this requires carbon budgeting to 
secure a just division of the remaining carbon budget;

P. whereas climate change could lead to conflicts and could threat our global security, 
especially in regions where States are fragile and not ruled democratically; whereas 

1 https://eeb.org/library/the-harassment-of-environmental-defenders-in-the-european-union-a-case-study-report/
2 https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/19938/Defending_Tomorrow_EN_high_res_-_July_2020.pdf
3 https://eeb.org/library/the-harassment-of-environmental-defenders-in-the-european-union-a-case-study-report/
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environmental change can also drive conflicts over land or resources, which in turn can 
lead to the displacement of people; whereas the situation for people who have been 
internally displaced due to environmental reasons and for climate refugees is worst for 
more vulnerable groups such as women and girls, who are exposed to violations of their 
basic rights and are often victims of human trafficking and sexual exploitation;

Q. whereas no emergency should ever be used to erode democratic institutions or to 
undermine fundamental rights; whereas all measures should always be adopted through 
a democratic process;

1. Considers that climate change threatens the enjoyment of a range of human rights, 
including those to life, water and sanitation, food, health, housing, self-determination, 
culture and development; stresses that climate change has dramatic consequences for 
human rights in developing countries; highlights that democracy, which protects human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, is the only form of government compatible with 
sustainable development and effective environmental and climate protection; points out 
that corruption and lack of transparency risk undermining environmental protection and 
climate action; highlights the need for good and structured cooperation with local 
authorities, the private sector and civil society;

2. Underlines that there is strong evidence that the impact on health of climate-sensitive 
conditions, such as malnutrition, and the incidence of infectious diseases varies 
according to gender; notes with concern the high female mortality rate in disaster 
situations; calls for the gender perspective to be integrated into sustainable development 
policies and programmes to ensure that the rights of women and girls - including sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and necessary healthcare services -, the 
promotion of gender equality and climate justice are mainstreamed through strategy 
programmes;

3. Expresses concern about the violations of the human rights of local communities 
stemming from the phenomenon of ‘land grabbing’ fueled, inter alia, by private 
speculative interests, including those related to EU-based companies, and by the 
inaction of State authorities and international actors; calls on the Commission, the 
Member States and corporations in this regard to abide by and promote the United 
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and the OECD Due 
Diligence Guidance for Responsible Business Conduct, in order to prevent, reduce and 
remedy harm to the environment and biodiversity by conducting meaningful and 
inclusive consultations with local communities, environmental defenders and all 
affected stakeholders in relation to their business activities; welcomes the 
Commission’s plans to propose due diligence and corporate accountability legislation at 
EU level, noting that several countries already have such legislation in place; calls for 
greater international support for indigenous land rights, which would contribute to 
limiting global warming;

4. Insists on a joined-up approach to the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the 
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in internal and external policies and with the 
utmost regard for human rights;

5. Highlights the indispensability of human development opportunities for all; stresses the 
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risks of human rights violations in international commodity supply chains for both 
conventional as well as green-tech and renewable energy, such as child labour in cobalt 
mines catering to the global lithium-ion battery chain; calls on the Commission to take 
human rights implications into account when assessing Union energy and transport 
technology pathways;

6. Stresses the importance of the concept of ‘climate justice’ when taking action to address 
climate change; calls for an active EU climate diplomacy that incorporates a rights-
based approach; believes that women and girls are disproportionately affected by 
climate change, reflecting the fact that they are more likely to be marginalised and 
disadvantaged in many countries; stresses the importance of gender empowerment and 
the role of women as safeguards of the environment in the Global South and is 
particularly concerned by the sexual and gender-based violence against female human 
rights defenders;

7. Recalls the ‘Do No Harm’ principle under the European Green Deal, and urges the 
Commission to rapidly ensure that existing and future trade and investment agreements 
and regulations are fully consistent with international human rights provisions and 
environmental and climate goals, in particular the Paris Agreement and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development;

8. Stresses that it is important to integrate climate change adaptation and mitigation deeper 
into national sustainable development strategies, linking disaster risk reduction, disaster 
risk management and climate change adaptation strategies, and to consider including 
human rights dimensions in existing tools;

9. Sees the principle of climate neutrality agreed in the Paris Agreement as an excellent 
opportunity for the qualitative development of both industrialised countries and 
countries in the Global South in the sense of an approximation of global living 
conditions;

10. Urges the Member States not to scale down their national levels of environmental 
protection standards as an economic recovery response to the current COVID-19 or 
other future crises; reiterates in this regard that sustainability as a fundamental condition 
for the enjoyment of all human rights without any form of discrimination should be the 
essential approach in policy-making in order to ensure that the public interest is 
safeguarded as well as the social, environmental and economic well-being of affected 
local communities;

11. Stresses that the EU must be ready for climate-induced displacement and recognise the 
need for adequate measures to be taken to protect the human rights of populations 
threatened by the effects of climate change;

12. Underlines that environmental decision-making must be based on, and fully allow for, 
civic engagement based on the three pillars of access to information, public 
participation and access to justice; calls in this regard for the adoption of international 
instruments to strengthen these fundamental principles;

13. Emphasises that the EU should promote the involvement of multiple stakeholders, 
particularly social organisations, local authorities and the private sector, in order to 
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address the challenge of environmentally induced migration in a comprehensive and 
sustainable way that protects human rights;

14. Recalls that humanity as a whole and the European Union have crossed four of the nine 
planetary boundaries, which places a particular responsibility on the Union and its 
Member States to reduce its ecological impact in order to return to respecting those 
boundaries;

15. Is alarmed by the massive human-induced destruction of the Amazon rainforest; 
highlights the role of environmental defenders in protecting the Amazon rainforest and 
strongly condemns the increasing violence against Amazon forest protectors and 
indigenous communities; is alarmed that harassment of and attacks on environmental 
defenders are also increasing in Europe; deplores the murders in 2019 of two forest 
rangers combating illegal logging in Romania and other attacks on forest workers in 
Romania in recent years; calls on the Commission and the Member States to act 
resolutely to combat this increase and to make sure that criminal investigations and 
prosecutions regarding crimes against environmental defenders are conducted in a 
legally secure manner by ensuring the provision of effective judicial remedies;

16. Calls on the Commission to include mandatory, legally enforceable environmental 
standards in future international trade agreements that will halt deforestation and will 
ensure respect for human rights;

17. Recalls that the UN Environment Global Report on Environmental Rule of Law found 
that despite a 38-fold increase in environmental laws put in place since 1972, failure to 
fully implement and enforce these laws is one of the greatest challenges to mitigating 
climate change, reducing pollution and preventing widespread species and habitat loss; 
underlines that a strengthening of the environmental rule of law both in the EU and in 
the rest of the world must be a priority; notes the Commission’s proposal for a 
regulation on amending Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 (the so-called Aarhus 
Regulation), which should improve the implementation of the Aarhus Convention at EU 
level; further encourages the Member States to ensure adequate transposition of relevant 
EU legislative acts (e.g. Directive 2011/92/EU) and international legally binding 
provisions (Aarhus Convention) into their legal orders in order to guarantee inclusive 
access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in 
environmental matters;

18. Acknowledges that civil society organisations are essential actors in the field of 
advocacy, awareness raising and education pertaining to the impacts of climate change 
and environmental degradation; recognises furthermore their role as valuable informal 
agents of EU climate external action; calls on the Commission to support the 
development of local networks in cooperation with local or global NGOs, in order to 
help those in immediate danger, and to receive information about the situation on the 
ground; calls on the Commission to draft eligibility criteria for EU grants that would 
enable environmental NGOs, which may otherwise not be eligible for funding due to 
their size, to gain more inclusive access to funds; urges the Member States to condemn 
any kind of stigmatisation related to the work of environmental NGOs and persons 
active in climate and environmental advocacy; calls on the Commission to propose an 
EU strategy to support environmental defenders at EU level and across the world, 
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giving consideration, inter alia, to the possibility of setting up a rapid response 
mechanism;

19. Calls on the Union and the Member States to support, at the next UN General 
Assembly, the global recognition of the right to a healthy environment; urges 
furthermore the State Parties at COP26 to fully integrate human rights and the social 
and environmental principles reaffirmed in the preamble of the Paris Agreement, as part 
of the so-called Paris Agreement Rulebook;

20. Welcomes the landmark decision of the UN Human Rights Committee in the case of 
Teitiota v. New Zealand recognising that people fleeing climate-related and natural 
disasters have a valid claim for international protection under the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

21. Believes that integrating the human right to a healthy environment in key environmental 
agreements and processes is critical to a holistic response to COVID-19 that includes a 
reconceptualisation of the relationship between people and nature that will reduce risks 
and prevent future harm from environmental degradation;

22. Expresses its concern that indigenous people, including children, persons belonging to 
minorities and rural and marginalised communities, are subjected to extensive and 
systematic discrimination and persecution worldwide, with arbitrary arrests, forced 
displacements, land-grabbing acts and violations of indigenous rights by large 
corporations, especially agribusiness and oil, gas and mining corporations;

23. Reiterates that environmental journalists and lawyers are also under threat; underlines 
that ten environmental journalists were killed in the last five years while 53 violations 
of the rights of the press were registered; is alarmed by the situation of Steven 
Donziger, the lawyer for the Lago Agrio plaintiffs from Ecuador;

24. Urges the Member States to take all measures necessary to ensure the rights, protection 
and safety of all persons, including environmental human rights defenders, who 
exercise, inter alia, the rights to freedom of opinion, expression, peaceful assembly and 
association, online and offline, which are essential for the promotion and protection of 
human rights and the protection and conservation of the environment.
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