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Amendment 1
Mick Wallace, Clare Daly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the European Food 
Safety Authority's ('EFSA's') contribution 
to the safety of the Union food and feed 
chain, and its considerable efforts in 
providing risk managers with 
comprehensive, independent and up-to-
date scientific advice on questions linked 
to the food chain, communicating clearly to 
the public on its outputs and the 
information on which they are based, and 
cooperating with interested parties and 
institutional partners to promote coherence 
and trust in the food safety system;

1. Welcomes the European Food 
Safety Authority's ('EFSA's') contribution 
to the safety of the Union food and feed 
chain, and stresses the need to provide risk 
managers with comprehensive, 
independent and up-to-date scientific 
advice on questions linked to the food 
chain, communicating clearly to the public 
on its outputs and the information on which 
they are based, and cooperating with 
interested parties and institutional partners 
to promote coherence and trust in the food 
safety system;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Tilly Metz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that EFSA's final budget of 
for 2019 was EUR 79 986 785, 
representing an increase of 1 % compared 
to 2018; notes that the entire sum derives 
from the Union budget; notes with 
satisfaction that the budget monitoring 
efforts during 2019 resulted in an 
implementation rate of 100 % for 
commitment appropriations and 91 % for 
payment appropriations;

2. Notes that EFSA's final budget of 
for 2019 was EUR 79 986 785, 
representing an increase of 1 % compared 
to 2018; notes that the entire sum derives 
from the Union budget; notes with 
satisfaction that the budget monitoring 
efforts during 2019 resulted in an 
implementation rate of 100 % for 
commitment appropriations and 91 % for 
payment appropriations; notes with 
concern that EFSA, as one of the Union 
regulatory agencies responsible for risk 
assessment of regulated products, does 
not receive sufficient resources to carry 
out its responsibilities effectively; insists 
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that EFSA is granted sufficient resources 
to carry out its tasks;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Mick Wallace, Clare Daly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that EFSA's final budget of 
for 2019 was EUR 79 986 785, 
representing an increase of 1 % compared 
to 2018; notes that the entire sum derives 
from the Union budget; notes with 
satisfaction that the budget monitoring 
efforts during 2019 resulted in an 
implementation rate of 100 % for 
commitment appropriations and 91 % for 
payment appropriations;

2. Notes that EFSA's final budget of 
for 2019 was EUR 79 986 785, 
representing an increase of 1 % compared 
to 2018; underlines that the entire sum 
derives from the Union budget and this 
contributes to EFSA's independence; 
notes with satisfaction that the budget 
monitoring efforts during 2019 resulted in 
an implementation rate of 100 % for 
commitment appropriations and 91 % for 
payment appropriations;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Mick Wallace, Clare Daly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Reiterates its regrets that the 
research funding from companies falling 
under EFSA's remit is not considered 
relevant to the cooling-off period, as long 
as amounts at stake do not rise above 25 
% of the total research budget managed 
by the expert and/or their research team, 
and that the threshold is applied to 
individual sources as opposed to all 
private sources combined; calls again for 
this policy to be updated without delay to 
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order to remove the funding threshold 
from EFSA's independence policy and 
ensure experts' interests are considered 
within the context of EFSA's overall 
remit, in line with the Parliament's 
repeated requests on the matter;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Tilly Metz, Anja Hazekamp

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes with satisfaction that EFSA 
is actively moving towards cutting edge 
technologies, incorporating new approach 
methodologies (NAMs) and artificial 
intelligence to avoid animal testing 
methods; welcomes, in particular, the use 
of in vitro battery testing regarding 
neurodevelopment disorders in children;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Tilly Metz, Anja Hazekamp

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Welcomes EFSA's efforts to 
increase the use of new approach 
methodologies (NAMs) in the agency's 
human health risk assessment to reduce 
and replace the need for animal-based 
verification studies, so that by 2027 the 
large majority of EFSA requests for 
additional data will be based on NAMs;

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Tilly Metz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Highlights that, in 2019, the 
Parliament adopted 16 objectionsto the 
import of genetically modified (GM) crops 
for food and feed; highlights that one 
reason for these objections are gaps in the 
risk assessment undertaken by EFSA's 
Panel on Genetically Modified 
Organisms; urges EFSA to address and 
close these gaps as a matter of urgency; 
whereas these gaps include, inter alia, 
lack of testing of cocktail effects 
stemming from herbicide residues, 
Bacillus thuringiensis ('Bt') toxins and 
plant constituents, the impact of increased 
rate of sprayings of the complementary 
herbicides on the overall safety of the GM 
plant as well as a lack of adequate toxicity 
testing of Bt proteins;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Monika Beňová, Simona Bonafè

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Invites the European Commission 
to grant EFSA, in duly justified cases, a 
set of means to use their budget in the 
most impactful way which would, inter 
alia, include the option of hiring contract 
agents in excess of the establishment 
plans, for a limited period of time and 
without exceeding EFSA’s agreed annual 
budget envelope; considers that such 
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flexibility would allow an acceleration of 
the recovery of the cumulated backlog of 
increased work in different areas, mainly 
due to a big gap in human resource 
capacity;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Tilly Metz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Believes that EFSA should pay 
special attention to public opinion and 
commit itself to openness and 
transparency;

6. Believes that EFSA should pay 
special attention to public opinion and 
commit itself to openness and 
transparency; regrets that EFSA, in 
relation to the two-year cooling off period, 
still includes in its independence policy 
the obligation to screen experts' interests 
only in relation to the mandate of the 
scientific group to which the expert is 
applying; disagrees with the agency’s 
claims that the current policy is a "robust 
and sophisticated way to avoid potential 
conflicts"; calls again for the policy to be 
updated without delay in order to ensure 
that experts' interests are viewed within 
the context of EFSA's overall remit, as 
repeatedly called for by Parliament; 
reminds EFSA that, in order to maintain 
the independence of the EFSA panels, the 
agency can access any expertise it needs 
by inviting experts to participate in 
hearings without giving them the right to 
participate in the panel’s deliberations 
and drafting conclusions;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Tilly Metz
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Regrets that the research funding 
from companies in EFSA's remit is not 
considered relevant to the cooling off 
period as long as amounts at stake do not 
rise above 25 % of the total research 
budget managed by the expert and/or 
their research team, and that the 
threshold is applied to individual sources 
as opposed to all private sources 
combined; calls again for the funding 
threshold to be removed from EFSA's 
independence policy, in line with the 
Parliament's repeated requests on the 
matter; stresses that EFSA’s outright 
dismissal1a of the European Parliament’s 
concerns regarding this weakness in 
EFSA's independence policy is not 
acceptable;
_________________
1a EFSA Follow-up report on European 
Parliament’s recommendations 
concerning 2018 EFSA Discharge - 28 
August 2020

Or. en

Amendment 11
Mick Wallace, Clare Daly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Notes the adoption of Regulation 
(EU) 2019/13812 (the new Transparency 
Regulation) which seeks to improve the 
transparency of risk assessment in the food 
chain, and in particular to strengthen the 
reliability, objectivity and independence of 
the studies used by EFSA; notes that 
during 2019, it invested a total of 3,03 full-

7. Notes that the Regulation (EU) 
2019/13812 (the new Transparency 
Regulation), which is a direct response to 
the successful European Citizen's 
Initiative "Stop Glyphosate", was 
adopted, seeking to improve the 
transparency of risk assessment in the food 
chain, and in particular to strengthen the 
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time equivalents and just over EUR 196 
000 on implementing its policy on 
independence and the management of 
conflicts of interest;

reliability, objectivity and independence of 
the studies used by EFSA; notes that 
during 2019, it invested a total of 3,03 full-
time equivalents and just over EUR 196 
000 on implementing its policy on 
independence and the management of 
conflicts of interest;

_________________ _________________
2 Regulation (EU) 2019/1381 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 June 2019 on the transparency and 
sustainability of the EU risk assessment in 
the food chain and amending Regulations 
(EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 1829/2003, 
(EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 2065/2003, 
(EC) No 1935/2004, (EC) No 1331/2008, 
(EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) 2015/2283 and 
Directive 2001/18/EC (OJ L 231, 6.9.2019, 
p. 1).

2 Regulation (EU) 2019/1381 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 June 2019 on the transparency and 
sustainability of the EU risk assessment in 
the food chain and amending Regulations 
(EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 1829/2003, 
(EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 2065/2003, 
(EC) No 1935/2004, (EC) No 1331/2008, 
(EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) 2015/2283 and 
Directive 2001/18/EC (OJ L 231, 6.9.2019, 
p. 1).

Or. en


