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Amendment 1
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Notes that loss of biodiversity, 
climate change, pollution and loss of 
natural capital is tightly coupled to 
economic activities and economic growth; 
is concerned that Europe consumes more 
and contributes more to environmental 
degradation than other regions and that 
several of Europe’s environmental 
footprints exceed the planetary 
boundaries;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies; 

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies, within the planetary 
boundaries; stresses that environmental 
sustainability and social fairness are key 
components of the overarching objective 
of ‘competitive sustainability’ pursued 
under the Semester; 

Or. en

Amendment 3
Radan Kanev
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies;

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the center of economic and 
social policies, based on the Green Deal 
growth strategy priorities; Reiterates the 
crucial role of innovation, technological 
progress, education and development of 
human capital, in order to meet these 
priorities;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies;

1. Strongly welcomes the fact that the 
Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies; stresses that economic 
growth is not an end in itself but that 
sustainable development should deliver 
shared prosperity and well-being for all 
while fully respecting the limits of our 
planet;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Sunčana Glavak
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies; 

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
environmental sustainability, productivity, 
fairness, macroeconomic stability, health 
and the wellbeing of citizens at the centre 
of economic and social policies;

Or. en

Amendment 6
César Luena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 
confirms the refocusing of the European 
Semester (Semester) process to place 
sustainability, health and the wellbeing of 
citizens at the centre of economic and 
social policies;

1. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 confirms 
the refocusing of the European Semester 
(Semester) process to place sustainability, 
health and the wellbeing of citizens at the 
centre of economic and social policies; 
welcomes further the inclusion of the 
Sustainable Development Goals to the 
European semester process;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Underlines that the Gross 
Deomestic Product (GDP) as an indicator 
to measure recovery from the pandemic 
presents several limitations as it does not 
take into consideration the impact on 
citizens’ wellbeing; stresses that all-
encompassing indicators that take into 
account human wellbeing, within the 
planetary boundaries, should guide the 
Semester’s process; invites the 
Commission to explore the development of 
such new indicators to effectively measure 
progress towards environmental and 
social sustainability, in line with the 
priorities of the European Green Deal;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Shares the Commission’s view in 
the Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy 
2020 that economic growth is not an end 
in itself and that an economy must work 
for the people and the planet; regrets in 
that context that the Annual Sustainable 
Growth Strategy 2021’s main indicator 
for development is GDP growth; calls on 
the Commission to develop and present 
new indicators and indices to measure 
development beyond GDP growth to better 
reflect citizen’s wellbeing and 
sustainability and how to embed these in 
EU policy-making; emphasises that for 
achieving a well-being society, the 
Stability and Growth Pact needs to be 
fundamentally reformed to rebalance 
priorities away from exclusive 
preoccupation with fiscal consolidation 
and financial stability towards the 
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promotion of a sustainable economic, 
social and environmental transformation 
of the European economy;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Welcomes the fact that the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 for the 
first time recognises the economic 
opportunities arising from the green 
transition;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated through a substantial 
reform of the process, as per the 
Commission’s engagements under the 
European Green Deal and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines that the 
coordination of the Member States’ 
macroeconomic policies is, among others, 
an essential tool to achieve the European 
Green Deal; highlights the potential of the 
Semester process as a tool to measure 
progress towards the achievement of the 
objectives of the European Green Deal 
and the Union commitments under the 
Paris Agreement; calls in this regard the 
Commission to assess options of 
appropriate metrics and indicators to 
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integrate in the Semester;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Alexandr Vondra, Pietro Fiocchi, Sergio Berlato, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be proportionate; notes that without 
sustainable fiscal policy and credible 
financial situations of Member States any 
future financing model of the European 
Green Deal is endangered, therefore 
demands that public ‘green investment’ be 
treated under the Stability and Growth 
Pact, just like any other public spending; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives is 
crucial and must be accelerated, as per the 
Commission’s engagements under the 
Green Deal; underlines that the 
coordination of the Member States’ 
macroeconomic, socioeconomic and fiscal 
policies is an essential tool to achieve the 
Green Deal; believes that the achievement 
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of the Union’s climate, environmental 
and social objectives should be treated as 
equally important and binding as the 
achievement of the deficit and debt 
targets;

Or. en

Amendment 13
 Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

2. Welcomes the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives in 
line with the Commission’s engagements 
under the Green Deal; underlines that the 
coordination of the Member States’ 
macroeconomic policies is, among others, 
an essential tool to achieve the Green Deal 
as the Union's new growth strategy and 
engine of the economic strategy of the 
Union;

Or. en

Amendment 14
César Luena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal and 
international agreements; underlines that 
the coordination of the Member States’ 
macroeconomic policies is, among others, 
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achieve the Green Deal; an essential tool to achieve the Green Deal, 
the Paris Agreement and the new post-
2020 global agreement under the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD);

Or. en

Amendment 15
Radan Kanev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal;

2. Stresses that the alignment of the 
Semester process with the EU’s long-term 
climate and environmental objectives must 
be accelerated, as per the Commission’s 
engagements under the Green Deal; 
underlines that the coordination of the 
Member States’ macroeconomic policies 
is, among others, an essential tool to 
achieve the Green Deal as the EU’s new 
growth and competitiveness strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Emphasises that the Union’s 
recovery from the COVID-19 crisis offers 
a unique opportunity to boost the 
transition to climate neutrality; stresses 
that reforms undertaken within the 
Semester process should foster the 
redirection of public and private 
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investments towards climate and 
environmental actions in order to 
facilitate the green transition;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Underlines that sustainable fiscal 
policy is crucial for a sustainable 
financing model for the European Green 
Deal;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses that for the EU to achieve 
the European Green Deal’s objectives and 
the SDGs, a fundamental system change 
will be required in which greater attention 
is given to sustainability and citizens’ 
wellbeing; welcomes the European 
Environment Agency (EEA) briefing 
entitled ‘Growth without economic 
growth’1a which recognises that absolute 
decoupling of economic growth from 
environmental pressures and impact 
cannot be achieved at the global scale; 
urges therefore the Commission to 
explore the development of new metrics to 
measure progress beyond GDP growth 
and to ensure the Semester is geared 
towards ensuring progress on those 
metrics;
_________________
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1a EEA Briefing No. 28/2020, ‘, ‘Growth 
without economic growth’, 11 January 
2021 

Or. en

Amendment 19
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Recalls the Commission’s 
commitment to refocus the Semester to 
integrate the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and place sustainability and 
the wellbeing of all within planetary 
boundaries at the centre; notes that the 
2020 cycle included a dedicated chapter to 
environmental sustainability as well as a 
report on Member States progress towards 
the attainment of the SDGs; regrets that 
this focus is missing so far in the 2021 
cycle; calls on the Commission to honour 
its commitments and make the SDGs an 
integral part of the Semester and of EU 
policy-making;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Catherine Chabaud

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Stresses the importance of 
consistency between Member States' 
economic and budgetary policies and 
European ambitions and public policies 
such as environmental protection ;

Or. en

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/drivers-of-change/growth-without-economic-growth
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/drivers-of-change/growth-without-economic-growth
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Amendment 21
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2c. Stresses that national policies 
coordinated under the Semester, must be 
consistent with the European Green Deal; 
reiterates therefore, the need to 
immediately abolish fossil fuel subsidies 
as well as other harmful subsidies;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2d. Underlines that the European 
Semester should be a tool for securing 
commitments by Member States to 
strengthen their public healthcare system 
to ensure high quality, accessible and 
equitable healthcare for all citizens’, 
especially in pandemic periods;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2e. Stresses that given the high level 
of government debt and high 
sustainability challenges for some 
Member -States, it is important to ensure 
that the macroeconomic imbalances in 
short-term should be treated appropriately 



PE680.723v01-00 14/40 AM\1223084EN.docx

EN

to mitigate the socioeconomic 
consequences of the crisis, to protect 
workers, preserve jobs and ease job 
transitions towards the green and digital 
economy;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the 
extended Semester to provide 
recommendations on reducing climate 
debt;

3. Calls on the Commission to widen 
the current Semester approach to deliver 
on its political commitment to make it a 
governance tool in favour of achieving 
the Sustainable Development goals; 
underlines that the development of a new 
climate indicator can be a useful tool in 
that respect when completed and 
integrated with other indicators, reflecting 
notably social and health situations in the 
EU and its member states; calls on the 
Commission to assess the discrepancy 
between the structure and content of the 
Member States’ budgets and a Paris-
aligned scenario to achieve the 
commitments made under the Paris 
Agreement and the Sustainable 
Development Goals for each of their 
national budgets; further stresses that this 
would enable the widened Semester to 
provide recommendations on reducing 
climate debt, fighting against growing 
social and health inequalities as well as 
the loss of biodiversity and to monitor and 
steering the phasing-out of 
environmentally harmful subsidies at the 
latest by 2025;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Sunčana Glavak
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the 
extended Semester to provide 
recommendations on reducing climate 
debt;

3. Stresses the need for the European 
Semester to provide Member States with 
recommendations about the trajectory 
towards the objectives of the European 
Green Deal; calls, however, on the 
Commission not to water down the current 
economic governance Semester process; 
believes that the European Semester 
should be progressively updated in this 
regard;

Or. en

Amendment 26
César Luena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the extended 
Semester to provide recommendations on 
reducing climate debt;

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the extended 
Semester to provide recommendations on 
reducing climate debt; calls further on the 
Commission to include biodiversity and 
ecosystem services within the European 
Semester monitoring process setting also 
a biodiversity indicator;

Or. en



PE680.723v01-00 16/40 AM\1223084EN.docx

EN

Amendment 27
Radan Kanev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the extended 
Semester to provide recommendations on 
reducing climate debt;

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and national recovery and 
resilience plans and a Paris-aligned 
scenario for each of their national budgets; 
further stresses that this would enable the 
extended Semester to provide 
recommendations on reducing climate 
debt;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the extended 
Semester to provide recommendations on 
reducing climate debt;

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing new indicators, including a 
new climate indicator to assess the 
discrepancy between the structure of the 
Member States’ budgets and a Paris-
aligned scenario for each of their national 
budgets; further stresses that this would 
enable the extended Semester to provide 
recommendations on reducing climate debt 
and Member States’ ecological footprint;

Or. en
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Amendment 29
Alexandr Vondra, Pietro Fiocchi, Sergio Berlato, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to extend 
the current Semester approach by 
developing a new climate indicator, 
without watering down the Semester 
process, to assess the discrepancy between 
the structure of the Member States’ 
budgets and a Paris-aligned scenario for 
each of their national budgets; further 
stresses that this would enable the 
extended Semester to provide 
recommendations on reducing climate 
debt;

3. Calls on the Commission to set up 
a distinct framework dealing with the 
implementation of ecological indicators, 
and the coordination of those indicators 
between EU Member States. Recalls that 
the European Semester cycle is a 
framework of EU Member States to 
coordinate budgetary and economic 
policies;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that the pandemic has hit 
all Member States, while the scale of the 
impact, specific exposures and the pace 
and strength of the recovery will vary; the 
European Semester process should take 
into account the specificities of the 
situations in which Member States found 
themselves during the pandemic; 
recognizes the significant impact of the 
pandemic on the socio-economic and 
public health objectives set out in the 
Treaties and the European Pillar of 
Social Rights; calls for the Semester to 
also focus on social fairness and support 
for those most severely affected by the 
health crisis; notes that prioritization of 
green and digital transitions and 
macroeconomic sustainability should also 
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address social aspects whose progress has 
been slowed during the pandemic;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Welcomes that the 2020 cycle 
included, for the first time, a chapter on 
environmental sustainability and a 
dedicated annex reporting on Member 
States’ overall SDG performance; urges 
the Commission to pursue that approach 
in the 2021 cycle, as a complement to the 
assessment of how the Recovery and 
Resilience Plans should contribute to the 
green transition; calls on the Commission 
to also adopt country specific 
recommendations in that regard;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Believes that principles of circular
economy should be the core element of 
any European and national industrial
policy and of the national Recovery and
Resilience Plans of Member States;
stresses that an absolute decoupling of
growth from resource-use is needed; calls
on the Commission to propose binding
EU targets for 2030 to significantly
reduce the EU material and consumption
footprints and bring them within
planetary boundaries;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Reiterates that at Union level, the 
European Semester of economic policy 
coordination (‘European Semester’), 
including the principles of the European 
Pillar of Social Rights, is the framework 
to identify national reform priorities and 
monitor their implementation;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Calls on the Commission to 
establish an inventory of all 
environmentally harmful subsidies, 
including in the form of tax rebates, that 
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continue to exist at national level and 
hamper the achievement of the European 
Green Deal, and to monitor their phase 
out as soon as possible and by 2025 at the 
latest in the context of the Semester; 
reiterates its call for the reorientation of 
taxation systems towards an increased use 
of environmental taxation;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

4. Welcomes that the European 
Semester and the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility, the key EU instrument for 
recovery, will be closely aligned; welcomes 
that the assessment of the recovery and 
resilience plans will be made against the 
relevant country-specific challenges and 
priorities identified in the context of the 
European Semester, in particular those 
relevant for strengthening the resilience of 
healthcare and health systems and 
achieving the climate and environment 
objectives of the Union, notably the 
transition towards achieving the Union’s 
updated 2030 climate targets and 
complying with the objective of Union 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest in 
accordance with [Regulation 2020/XXX 
establishing the framework for achieving 
climate neutrality and amending 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 ("European 
Climate Law")]; stresses that the EU’s 
recovery provides a unique opportunity to 
build back a stronger EU by providing 
guidance to Member States on where 
reforms and investments are most needed in 
order to accelerate the transition to a more 
sustainable, resilient and inclusive EU, 
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leaving no one behind;

Or. en

Amendment 36
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU; calls on the Commission to 
include a report on Member States’ 
overall SDG performance in the 
assessments of national recovery and 
resilience plans that will replace Country-
Specific Recommendations in the 2021 
Semester; reiterates in this context its call 
to the Commission to urgently present an 
overarching strategy to implement SDGs 
in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
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the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU; calls in that regard on the 
Commission to ensure that recovery and 
resilience plans effectively contribute to 
addressing challenges in the relevant 
country-specific recommendations in the 
field of the green transition;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for a green recovery; 
stresses that the EU’s green recovery 
provides a unique opportunity to build 
back a stronger EU by providing guidance 
to Member States on where reforms and 
investments are most needed in order to 
accelerate the transition to a more 
sustainable, resilient and inclusive EU; 
stresses that recommendations for 
structural reforms should dully 
incorporate environmental risks;

Or. en

Amendment 39
César Luena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic and the One Health 
approach and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery, the new 8th 

Environment Action Program 
(EAP) monitoring framework1a and the 
Taxonomy Regulation1b; stresses that the 
EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

_________________
1a Proposal for a General Union 
Environment Action Programme to 2030, 
COM(2020) 652 final 2020/0300 (COD), 
Brussels, 14.10.2020 
1b Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 18 June 2020 on the establishment of a 
framework to facilitate sustainable 
investment, and amending Regulation 
(EU) 2019/2088, PE/20/2020/INIT, OJ L 
198, 22.6.2020

Or. en

Amendment 40
Alexandr Vondra, Pietro Fiocchi, Sergio Berlato, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 

4. Calls for the Semester to be 
adapted, taking into account the economic 
recession caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and to be aligned with the 
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EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

Recovery and Resilience Facility, the key 
EU instrument for recovery; stresses that 
the EU’s recovery provides a unique 
opportunity to build back a stronger EU by 
providing guidance to Member States on 
where reforms and investments are most 
needed in order to accelerate the transition 
to a more sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive EU;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Notes the integral role of the 
Semester in guiding the reforms for the 
Union’s resilient recovery from the 
pandemic through the enhanced role 
assigned to the process under the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility; notes 
that national recovery and resilience 
plans will focus on reforms and 
investments that contribute to the green 
transition; recalls that reforms and 
investments included in the national 
recovery and resilience plans will respect 
the ‘do no harm’ principle; stresses in this 
regard that the Taxonomy Regulation 
should serve as a guiding reference;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls on the Commission and 
Member States to adhere to the ‘do no 
significant harm’ principle and the EU 
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Taxonomy Regulation to guide all public 
and private investments in a sustainable 
direction;

Or. en

Amendment 43
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Welcomes the creation of the 
strong link with the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility which will further 
strengthen the process of the EU recovery,

Or. en

Amendment 44
Radan Kanev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses the need for strong and 
ongoing control, including via the 
Semester, over the implementation of the 
National recovery and resilience plans 
and territorial Just Transition Plans, 
covering both their alignment with the 
Green Deal growth strategy priorities and 
the transparency and integrity of public 
spending;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Underlines that the UNEP 
Emissions Gap Report 20201a highlighted 
that fiscal Covid-19 spending had so far 
primarily supported the global status quo 
of high-carbon production and that 
support should instead focus on zero-
emissions technologies, ending fossil fuel 
subsidies through fiscal reform and 
stepping up nature-based solutions, in 
particular the protection and restoration 
of ecosystems;
_________________
1a United Nations Environment 
Programme (2020). Emissions Gap Report 
2020. Nairobi

Or. en

Amendment 46
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Reminds that under the Recovery 
and Resilience Facility, at least 37% of 
the expenditure of each national recovery 
and resilience plan should be allocated to 
climate action, therefore advancing the 
priorities of the European Green Deal; 
deplores the fact that no specific 
biodiversity spending target was agreed 
under the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion

https://www.unenvironment.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
https://www.unenvironment.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
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Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Considers the European Semester 
to be an important tool for achieving the 
objectives of the Biodiversity Strategy and 
the Circular Economy Action Plan 
through appropriate structural reforms 
and investments;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth. 

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth; emphasises that in 
realising these flagship projects, only 
green hydrogen based on renewable 
energy can be considered sustainable; 
while regretting that no specific 
biodiversity spending target was included 
in the Recovery and Resilience Facility, 
calls for an additional flagship of 
restoration of ecosystems and their 
services to tackle the twin crisis of 
biodiversity loss and global heating 
through nature-based solutions; 
underlines that these flagship initiatives 
will only be successful if they help to 
mitigate social and environmental 
inequalities between Member States and 
within Member States and offer new 
opportunities to increase people’s 
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wellbeing;

Or. en

Amendment 49
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth. 

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that effectively 
contribute to strengthening the resilience 
of healthcare and health systems in 
preparation for future pandemics and 
investments and reforms in flagship areas 
that are in line with the EU’s objective of 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050 at the 
latest – such as renewable energy, 
renovation, sustainable mobility, the 
circular economy and biodiversity – while 
strengthening competitiveness, innovation 
and productivity given their potential to 
create sustainable jobs and growth;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 

5. Urges the Commission to ensure 
Member States’ Recovery Plans 
investments and reforms in flagship areas 
are fully in line with the EU’s increased 
2030 climate target and the objective of 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050 at the 
latest, in particular by increasing 
investments in renewable energy, 
renovation, sustainable mobility, 
decarbonizing industry, the circular 
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create jobs and growth. economy and biodiversity – given their 
potential to create jobs and increase the 
resilience of our economies and societies - 
and by thoroughly assessing respect for 
the “do no significant harm” principle as 
defined in Article 17 of Regulation (EU) 
2020/852; calls for utmost transparency in 
that assessment.

Or. en

Amendment 51
César Luena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth. 

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth; support also the 
8th Environmental Action Plan (EAP) 
monitoring framework and its connection 
with the European Semester;

Or. en

Amendment 52
Radan Kanev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
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with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth.

with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as investment in science and 
innovation, with special focus on 
renewable energy, renovation, sustainable 
mobility, the circular economy and 
biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth and to ensure EU’s 
long-term competitiveness.

Or. en

Amendment 53
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth.

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas under the green 
transition that are in line with the EU’s 
objective of achieving climate neutrality by 
2050 at the latest – such as renewable 
energy, renovation, sustainable mobility, 
the circular economy and biodiversity – 
given their potential to create jobs and 
growth.

Or. en

Amendment 54
Alexandr Vondra, Pietro Fiocchi, Sergio Berlato, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as renewable energy, renovation, 

5. Supports the Commission’s 
guidance to Member States to include in 
their Recovery Plans investments and 
reforms in flagship areas that are in line 
with the EU’s objective of achieving 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest – 
such as biodiversity, renovation, 
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sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and biodiversity – given their potential to 
create jobs and growth.

sustainable mobility, the circular economy 
and renewable energy – given their 
potential to create jobs and growth.

Or. en

Amendment 55
Petros Kokkalis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls for structured involvement of 
civil society and environmental 
organization's in the European Semester 
process;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Notes that the Sustainable Growth 
Strategy 2021 addresses the fact that the 
extended lockdown boosted online 
services and e-commerce from a single 
market perspective; emphasises that 
growing data usage goes along with 
growing environmental impacts; calls on 
the Commission to develop a European 
environmental digital agenda, including 
legislative initiatives, to minimise the 
environmental and climate footprint of 
data usage, production and storage, 
digital services and ICT hardware;

Or. en

Amendment 57
Sunčana Glavak



PE680.723v01-00 32/40 AM\1223084EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses the importance of the 
Green Deal within the European Semester 
and the new Growth Strategy; underlines 
the fact that new technologies and new 
production and consumption models 
based on technological and social 
innovation are crucial in reaching the 
goals from the Green Deal and achieving 
climate neutrality of the EU economy by 
2050; emphasizes the New Industrial 
Strategy for Europe as an important tool 
for creating the framework and 
environment for enabling such 
innovations and an important factor in 
the EU's recovery and strengthening the 
Union's independence in the context of 
production of medicines and medical 
supplies;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Catherine Chabaud

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the Commission to 
include maritime transport as part of the 
sustainable mobility flagship, since this 
strategic sector was particularly impacted 
by the covid-19 pandemic, and represents 
a great economic and job opportunities 
for the greening of the European industry 
and its autonomy regarding international 
competition;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Antoni Comín i Oliveres
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Underlines the Commission’s call 
to Member States to engage as soon as 
possible in a broad policy dialogue that 
includes all relevant stakeholders and 
regional, economic and social partners, to 
prepare their Recovery and Resilience 
plans; and stresses the importance of 
establishing robust coordination 
mechanisms with local governments 
under this aim;

Or. en

Amendment 60
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Urges the Commission to ensure 
effective climate and biodiversity 
mainstreaming and proofing across EU 
spending and programmes on the basis of 
technical screening criteria developed 
under Regulation (EU) 2020/852;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Highlights that strong welfare 
states with robust social systems are 
essential in the fight against the climate 
crisis, as they are an enabler for equal 
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opportunities, access to the labour market, 
fair working conditions, social security 
and inclusion in times of rapid change in 
the world and in shaping a socially just 
transition to a climate-neutral future; 
emphasises, therefore, the importance of 
implementing the principles of the Social 
Pillar through the Semester process;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Welcomes the fact that Member 
States shall make their Recovery and 
Resilience Plans consistent with their 
National Reform and Investment 
Programs designed in line with EU policy 
objectives, focusing on green and digital 
transition;

Or. en

Amendment 63
Catherine Chabaud

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Underlines that zero-emission 
waterway transport is key to develop a 
sustainable modal shift from road to 
waterways, as part of the sustainable 
mobility strategy, and calls therefore on 
the Commission and Member States to 
support investments in research and 
innovation and in refuelling and 
recharging infrastructures in inland 
ports;
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Or. en

Amendment 64
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Underlines that Member States’ 
Recovery Plans are an opportunity for the 
transition into a social and solidarity-
based economy and to an economic 
democracy; and asks the Commission to 
review the national Plans under this scope 
and to ensure that SME and other small 
stakeholders are not left behind in the 
implementation of the Plan’s projects and 
proposals;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Calls on the Commission to update 
the temporary Framework to support the 
economy in the context of the coronavirus 
outbreak with additional criteria to ensure 
that state aid is granted in line with the 
objectives of the European Green Deal; 
urges Member States to ensure legally 
binding environmental conditions on state 
aid given to companies, in particular 
companies with high-emission economic 
activities;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Delara Burkhardt
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Shares the view of the Annual 
Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021 that 
carbon pricing and environmental 
taxation will be important environmental 
and fiscal instruments to implement the 
green transition; emphasis, however, to 
take into account the distributional effects 
of these instruments and to put in place 
accompanying policies to mitigate their 
potentially socially unfair effects;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Underlines that the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility is a crucial economic 
response to the COVID-19 crisis, while 
also providing an opportunity to 
accelerate the green transition and based 
on the EU's goal of achieving 
competitiveness and cohesion through a 
new growth strategy, that is the European 
Green Deal;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Catherine Chabaud

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Underlines that a sustainable Blue 
economy, such as sustainable fisheries, 
marine renewable energy, clean maritime 
transport, and sustainable tourism, have 
an important role to play in the transition 
towards a more resilient society, calls, 
therefore on the Commission and Member 
States to take due account to this strategic 
sector ;

Or. en

Amendment 69
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Stresses that social and human 
development is the main driver for 
economic growth, as far as planetary 
bounds are respected, and that therefore 
other indicators than GDP must be 
considered to assess economic success, so 
that social and human development is 
truly taken into account;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Recalls that 7,5% of the Union 
budget and Next Generation EU 
expenditure should be dedicated to 
biodiversity objectives from 2024 and 10% 
from 2026 onwards; urges Member States 
to scale up investment in biodiversity 
conservation and restoration, reform 
subsidies harmful to biodiversity and 
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screen (ex ante) and monitor (ex post) 
recovery support for their biodiversity 
impacts;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Delara Burkhardt

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5d. Notes that the pandemic has 
shown the need to strengthen the 
resilience of supply chains; emphasises 
that this should also be an opportunity to 
make supply chains more sustainable; 
welcomes, therefore, the Commission’s 
announcement to present a legislative 
proposal for corporate due diligence and 
the European Parliament’s legislative 
own-initiative report for an EU legal 
framework to halt and reverse EU-driven 
global deforestation and calls on the 
Commission to follow up on this report 
and to make a proposal for an EU anti-
deforestation law based on mandatory due 
diligence;

Or. en

Amendment 72
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5d. Recalls that the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility does not deviate from 
the pre-pandemic objectives, but seeks to 
address rapidly the challenges and 
problems that existed before the COVID-
19 pandemic and to avoid that new 
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obstacles caused by the COVID-19 crisis 
endanger the progress;

Or. en

Amendment 73
Catherine Chabaud

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5d. Emphasizes that management, 
preservation and restoration of marine 
and terrestrial ecosystems represent key 
investments towards carbon neutrality, as 
it will enhance natural carbon sinks such 
as mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass beds 
and salt marshes, forests, soils, 
agricultural, and wetlands, thus boosting 
resilience;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Bas Eickhout

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5d. Stresses the importance of 
dialogue with national parliaments and 
civil society at national level to ensure a 
comprehensive and inclusive approach, 
with a view to spreading ownership, and 
especially with a view to the preparation, 
adoption and monitoring of the 
implementation of national recovery 
plans.

Or. en

Amendment 75
Delara Burkhardt
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5e. Welcomes the Annual Sustainable 
Growth Strategy 2021’s emphasis on good 
governance and the rule of law to create a 
favourable business environment; 
emphasises that enforcing good 
governance and the rule of law are also 
crucial to enable the design and proper 
implementation of environmental policies;

Or. en

Amendment 76
Sunčana Glavak

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5e. Reiterates the interinstitutional 
agreement to allocate 30% of the EU's 
Multiannual Financial Framework and 
the Next Generation EU Instrument to 
achieve climate goals;

Or. en


