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Amendment 1
Martin Hojsík, Nicolae Ştefănuță

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Is satisfied with the work carried 
out by the five decentralised agencies 
which are under its remit, which carry out 
technical, scientific or managerial tasks 
that help the Union institutions elaborate 
and implement policies in the area of 
environment, climate action, public health 
and food safety, as well as with the way in 
which those agencies' budgets are 
implemented; stresses that, given the scale 
of current and upcoming challenges, 
sufficient funding must be guaranteed for 
the agencies and the Commission 
Directorates-General ('DG') working in the 
areas of environment, climate action, 
public health and food safety;

2. Is satisfied with the work carried 
out by the five decentralised agencies 
which are under its remit, which carry out 
technical, scientific or managerial tasks 
that help the Union institutions elaborate 
and implement policies in the area of 
environment, climate action, public health 
and food safety, as well as with the way in 
which those agencies' budgets are 
implemented; stresses that, given the scale 
of current and upcoming challenges, 
sufficient funding and more human 
resources must be guaranteed for the 
agencies and the Commission Directorates-
General ('DG') working in the areas of 
environment, climate action, public health 
and food safety, and specifically the DG 
for the Environment;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Jessica Polfjärd

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Is satisfied with the work carried 
out by the five decentralised agencies 
which are under its remit, which carry out 
technical, scientific or managerial tasks 
that help the Union institutions elaborate 
and implement policies in the area of 
environment, climate action, public health 
and food safety, as well as with the way in 
which those agencies' budgets are 
implemented; stresses that, given the scale 

2. Is satisfied with the work carried 
out by the five decentralised agencies 
which are under its remit, which carry out 
technical, scientific or managerial tasks 
that help the Union institutions elaborate 
and implement policies in the area of 
environment, climate action, public health 
and food safety, as well as with the way in 
which those agencies' budgets are 
implemented; stresses that, given the scale 
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of current and upcoming challenges, 
sufficient funding must be guaranteed for 
the agencies and the Commission 
Directorates-General ('DG') working in the 
areas of environment, climate action, 
public health and food safety;

of current and upcoming challenges, 
sufficient funding must be guaranteed for 
the agencies and the Commission 
Directorates-General ('DG') working in the 
areas of environment, climate action, 
public health and food safety, while at the 
same time maintaining a responsible 
budgetary policy;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Alexandr Vondra

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that the Court of Auditors 
(the 'Court'), in its annual report on the 
implementation of the budget concerning 
the financial year 2021, continued to find a 
material level of error in the spending area 
'natural resources and environment', also 
noting that expenditure in those areas is 
subject to complex eligibility conditions 
and drawing attention to the type of errors 
that may occur, such as ineligible 
beneficiaries or expenditure, administrative 
errors and failure to meet agri-
environmental commitments;

3. Notes that the Court of Auditors 
(the 'Court'), in its annual report on the 
implementation of the budget concerning 
the financial year 2021, continued to find a 
material level of error in the spending area 
'natural resources and environment', also 
noting that expenditure in those areas is 
subject to complex conditions and 
eligibility rules, drawing attention to the 
type of errors that may occur, which is 
most commonly ineligible beneficiaries or 
expenditure, administrative errors, and 
failure to meet agri-environmental 
commitments;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Reiterates with strong concern 
that, according to the Court’s 
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performance audit on climate and 
biodiversity mainstreaming, the 
Commission did not sufficiently 
considered the existing overlaps between 
climate and biodiversity goals when 
calculating the contribution made by 
annual spending under the MFF to 
biodiversity objectives and did not report 
on existing overlaps between climate and 
biodiversity goals in the programme 
statements or in the 2021 Annual 
Management and Performance Report; 
calls on the Commission to ensure at least 
30 % of the total amount of the EU budget 
and EU Recovery Instrument expenditure 
is allocated to support climate objectives;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Martin Hojsík, Nicolae Ştefănuță

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that in 2021, DG 
Environment's budget reached EUR 534 
million in commitment appropriations and 
EUR 440 million in payment 
appropriations and that it had 492 
members of staff; points out that the 
appropriations administered directly by DG 
Environment had implementation rates 
above 99 % at year-end;

4. Notes that in 2021, DG 
Environment's budget reached EUR 534 
million in commitment appropriations and 
EUR 440 million in payment 
appropriations and regrets that despite the 
repeated calls of the Parliament, 
according to the Establishment plans of 
the Commission only 397 permanent and 
temporary posts were foreseen as of 
01/04/20211a; points out that the 
appropriations administered directly by DG 
Environment had implementation rates 
above 99 % at year-end;

_________________
1a 
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/
2021-
06/db2022_wd_2_human_resources_web_
0.pdf
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Or. en

Amendment 6
Alexandr Vondra

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Notes with grave concern the 
Court's finding in Special Report 09/20223 
, stating that the reported spending was not 
always relevant to climate action, that the 
amount reported as having been spent for 
that purpose had been overstated by at least 
EUR 72 billion, meaning that only around 
13% of the 2014-2020 budget was spent on 
climate related purposes. Therefore 
deplores that reliability issues could remain 
in the Commission's reporting for the 
2021-2027 period;

9. Notes with concern the Court's 
finding in Special Report 09/20223 , stating 
that the reported spending was not always 
relevant to climate action, and that the 
amount reported as having been spent for 
that purpose had been overstated by at least 
EUR 72 billion, meaning that 
approximately 13% of the 2014-2020 
budget was spent on climate related 
purposes. Underlines its discontent that 
reliability issues could remain in the 
Commission's reporting for the 2021-2027 
period;

_________________ _________________
3 Climate spending in the 2014-2020 EU 
budget – Not as high as reported, 30 May 
2022.

3 Climate spending in the 2014-2020 EU 
budget – Not as high as reported, 30 May 
2022.

Or. en

Amendment 7
Alexandr Vondra

Draft opinion
Paragraph 11

Draft opinion Amendment

11. Calls on the Commission to provide 
Parliament with an annual report setting 
out in detail the contribution of each 
budget item to the climate mainstreaming 
and the biodiversity targets, in order to 
facilitate their monitoring; calls further on 
the Commission to report whether any 
budget item fails to respect the "do no 

11. Calls on the Commission to provide 
Parliament with an annual report setting 
out in detail the contribution of each 
budget item to the climate mainstreaming 
and the biodiversity targets, in order to 
facilitate their monitoring;
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significant harm" criterion as referred to 
in the Taxonomy Regulation;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 12

Draft opinion Amendment

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214 , that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; shares the 
Court's view that the new Common 
Agricultural Policy should have a greater 
focus on reducing agricultural emissions, 
and be more accountable and transparent 
about its contribution to climate mitigation;

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214 , that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; shares the 
Court's view that the new Common 
Agricultural Policy should have a greater 
focus on reducing agricultural emissions, 
and be more accountable and transparent 
about its contribution to climate mitigation; 
reiterates with strong concern that the 
Court concluded that the amount of 17,2 
billion EUR reported by the Commission 
for the CAP’s contribution to climate and 
biodiversity objectives is overstated by 8,9 
billion EUR;

_________________ _________________
4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

Or. en

Amendment 9
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 12

Draft opinion Amendment



PE740.665v01-00 8/18 AM\1270288EN.docx

EN

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214, that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; shares the 
Court's view that the new Common 
Agricultural Policy should have a greater 
focus on reducing agricultural emissions, 
and be more accountable and transparent 
about its contribution to climate 
mitigation;

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214, that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions;

_________________ _________________
4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

Or. fr

Amendment 10
Alexandr Vondra

Draft opinion
Paragraph 12

Draft opinion Amendment

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214 , that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; shares the 
Court's view that the new Common 
Agricultural Policy should have a greater 
focus on reducing agricultural emissions, 
and be more accountable and transparent 
about its contribution to climate mitigation;

12. Regrets the Court's finding, in its 
Special Report 16/20214 , that EU 
agricultural funding destined for climate 
action has not contributed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; shares the 
Court's view that the new Common 
Agricultural Policy should be more 
accountable and transparent about its 
contribution to climate mitigation;

_________________ _________________
4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

4 Common Agricultural Policy and climate 
– Half of EU climate spending but farm 
emissions are not decreasing, 21 June 
2021.

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 a. Notes that DG Environment had 
492 employees in 2021, organised into six 
directorates; takes the view that, in 
addition to adequate financial support, 
the full implementation of environmental 
protection tasks will also require high-
quality staffing provision in the upcoming 
period;

Or. cs

Amendment 12
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 b. Welcomes DG Environment's 
contribution to the implementation of the 
Circular Economy Action Plan; believes 
that the transition to a circular economy 
is one of the milestones on the road to a 
new economic model capable of creating 
jobs and ensuring prosperity within our 
planet's means;

Or. cs

Amendment 13
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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13 c. Welcomes the fact that new rules 
have been developed to limit persistent 
organic pollutants in waste, which will 
help create clean material cycles that are 
essential for the proper functioning of the 
recycling industry;

Or. cs

Amendment 14
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 d. Welcomes the Commission's 
adoption of the new EU Forest Strategy, 
developed jointly by DG Agriculture and 
Rural Development, DG Climate Action 
and DG Environment, and the follow-up 
binding pledge to plant 3 billion trees as 
part of an initiative carefully designed 
with ecological principles in mind and 
supported by the online tool MapMyTree, 
which allows the counting of new trees 
that meet the set criteria;

Or. cs

Amendment 15
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 e. Welcomes efforts in the field of 
combating deforestation, in particular the 
finalisation of the proposal for a 
regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the making 
available on the Union market as well as 
export from the Union of certain 
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commodities and products associated with 
deforestation and forest degradation;

Or. cs

Amendment 16
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 f. Welcomes the fact that agreement 
has been reached on the 8th EU 
Environment Action Programme, which 
will play a key role in coordinating the 
efforts of stakeholders and in monitoring 
progress towards achieving the 
environmental objectives of the European 
Green Deal;

Or. cs

Amendment 17
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 13 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

13 g. Welcomes the fact that a 
comprehensive EU strategy for 
sustainable textiles has been drafted in 
cooperation with DG Internal Market, 
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, 
given the significant environmental 
impact of the textile industry;

Or. cs

Amendment 18
Michèle Rivasi
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

14 a. Regrets the missed opportunity to 
contribute to the fight against 
antimicrobial resistance when the 
Commission established the criteria for a 
reserved list for antimicrobials in a 
delegated act in September 2021, where 
the Commission significantly deviated 
from the WHO criteria for the designation 
of critically important antimicrobials for 
human use and the WHO guidelines on 
use of medically important antimicrobials 
in food-producing animals;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

14a. Condemns strongly the cases of 
maladministration by the European 
Commission, revealed by its management 
of the vaccine procurement contracts and 
the case of the texts exchanged between 
President von der Leyen and the CEO of 
Pfizer;

Or. fr

Amendment 20
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

14 b. Regrets that despite of repeated 
calls from the BUDG, CONT and ENVI 
committees, the Commission has still not 
provided the detailed breakdown of the 
amounts of down payments and other 
subsidies paid by the Union to each 
pharmaceutical company involved in the 
development of COVID-19 vaccines; calls 
on the Commission to put in place 
transparent mechanisms for traceability 
of EU public investment; further calls on 
the Commission to start checking the 
regularity of the implementation of the 
vaccine advanced purchase agreements 
(APAs) and purchase agreements (PAs) in 
2023 and not late 2024, as currently 
foreseen;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

14 c. Notes that in 2021 DG SANTE 
was responsible for the budget 
implementation of the Emergency 
Support Instrument (ESI) and that by the 
end of 2021 DG SANTE allocated more 
than 2,55 billion EUR as down-payments 
to the vaccine manufacturers in the 
context of COVID-19 vaccine 
procurement; notes with concern that 
based on the Court's 2021 audit, the 
Commission did not adequately verify 
whether the financial terms of its advance 
purchase agreements with manufacturers 
of COVID-19 vaccine doses had been 
respected for payments to the contractors;

Or. en
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Amendment 22
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 14 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

14 d. Deplores that according the ECA 
special report 19/20221a, the EU joint 
negotiations team was not involved in the 
preliminary negotiations of the, to date, 
largest vaccine purchase agreement (1.8 
billion doses) with Pfizer; notes with 
concern that all essential elements of the 
agreement presented to the steering board 
on 9 April 2021 were agreed upon during 
preliminary negotiations between the 
manufacturer and Commission President;
_________________
1a EU COVID-19 vaccine procurement – 
Sufficient doses secured after initial 
challenges, but performance of the 
process not sufficiently assessed, 12 
September 2022.

Or. en

Amendment 23
Stanislav Polčák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 17 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

17 a. Welcomes the first concrete steps 
taken by DG Health and Food Safety in 
implementing the Farm to Fork Strategy, 
which it sees as crucial to improving food 
security and sustainability, both in the 
Union and in the rest of the world;

Or. cs
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Amendment 24
Jessica Polfjärd

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18

Draft opinion Amendment

18. Notes that HERA was established 
as an internal Commission service on 1 
October 2021, and that its mission is to 
support the Commission’s priorities for 
public health, preparedness and crisis 
management in the sectors of health, 
research and innovation and industry;

18. Notes that HERA was established 
as an internal Commission service on 1 
October 2021, and that its mission is to 
support the Commission’s priorities for 
public health, preparedness and crisis 
management in the sectors of health, 
research and innovation and industry; notes 
that the Regulation on serious cross-
border threats to health1a requires the 
Commission to assess by 31 December 
2024 the need to establish HERA as a 
distinct entity, considering relevant 
agencies or authorities active in the field 
of health preparedness and response.
_________________
1a Regulation (EU) 2022/2371 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 23 November 2022 on serious cross-
border threats to health and repealing 
Decision No 1082/2013/EU, OJ L 314, 
6.12.2022, p. 26.

Or. en

Amendment 25
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

18 a. Notes with concern the overlap of 
responsibilities and duplication of efforts 
between mandates of DG HERA with DG 
SANTE and the ECDC; calls on the 
Commission to ensure the added value of 
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HERA as an integral part of the 
Commission and to prevent duplication of 
work and resources;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

18 b. Regrets that the Commission’s 
decision on financing HERA heavily 
relied on the EU4Health Programme, 
cutting its budget by more than half with 
an EU4Health contribution of 2,795 
billion EUR to HERA between 2021 and 
2027); notes with concern that such 
reduction affected EU4Health’s capability 
of ambitious financing of other activities 
as foreseen by the Regulation (EU) 
2021/522, including putting at risk actions 
under Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and 
the necessary support for creation of the 
European Health Data Space; deplores 
that by assigning such significant 
amounts to HERA, the Commission 
breached the agreed funding ceilings for 
minimum and maximum spending set in 
the EU4Health Regulation;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

18 c. Notes with strong concern the 
close collaboration of Commission 
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officials and industry within the activities 
of HERA; calls for strong transparency 
and conflict of interest rules to be put in 
place to ensure public trust in and 
commercial independence of HERA;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

18 d. Urges the Commission to apply a 
high degree of transparency to all current 
and future joint procurement activities 
and related purchase agreements in the 
field of health; insists that its relevant 
DGs should put in place a solid and 
transparent EU public procurement 
framework, when funds from the EU 
budget are fully or partially involved, that 
would allow for comprehensive scrutiny 
by the Parliament, especially concerning 
major health crisis-related spending 
areas; in line with the overriding public 
interest stated in Regulation 1049/2001 
and the need for ensure public trust; calls 
on the Commission to make fully 
available all concluded vaccine 
(advanced) purchase agreements for 
COVID-19;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 19

Draft opinion Amendment
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19. Is of the opinion, on the basis of the 
data available and the implementation 
report, that discharge can be granted to the 
Commission in respect of expenditure in 
the areas of environmental and climate 
policy, public health and food safety for 
the financial year 2021.

19. Is of the opinion, on the basis of the 
cases of maladministration in the 
management of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
that discharge cannot be granted to the 
Commission in respect of expenditure in 
the areas of environmental and climate 
policy, public health and food safety for 
the financial year 2021.

Or. fr


