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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

- having regard to the UN 2004 World Survey on the role of Women in Development: 
Women and International Migration,

- having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2836/98 of 22 December 1998 on the 
integration of gender issues in development cooperation,

- having regard to ILO Recommendation 151 on Migrant Workers,

A. whereas women make up 51% of all migrants in the developed world and 46% in the 
developing countries1,

B. whereas migration can enable women to improve their lives, increase their autonomy, 
support those who are left behind and escape oppressive social relations,

C. whereas, however, women are often forced to migrate by problems such as forced 
marriage, poverty or armed conflicts,

D. whereas migrant women are more vulnerable to sexual exploitation, discrimination, 
exploitation in the workplace and "brain waste", violence and health risks, social isolation 
and human trafficking,

E. whereas a significant number of migrant women are resident in the EU without legal 
documents, which heightens the risks of exploitation in the workplace and sexual 
exploitation and violence to which they are exposed,

F. Calls on the Member States to promote the means by which female migrant workers may 
achieve socio-political, economic and psychological empowerment, particularly with 
regard to their families and acquire the knowledge required for successful integration in 
the host country, and by which female migrant workers' rights, position and role are 
secured, while strengthening the role of gender - oriented NGOs and the work of female 
migrant networks;

1. Demands that the Member States ensure that an autonomous status and a work permit are 
granted to the spouse and children of the principal legal status holder once the request for 
family reunification is accepted, in order to guarantee and protect their rights fully and 
facilitate their social integration;

2. Calls on the Member States to develop gender-sensitive policies and programmes to 
improve the living and working conditions of female migrants, including hygiene and 

1 ILO: Preventing discrimination, exploitation and abuse of women migrant workers: an information guide - 
booklet 1: why the focus on women international migrant workers. Geneva, 2003, ILO, p.9.

http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=en&type_doc=Regulation&an_doc=1998&nu_doc=2836
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safety and their economic and social situation, and guarantee them better access to 
education, social and health services, language training and vocational training and to 
involve migrant women organisations in the formulation, implementation and evaluation 
of such policies;

3. Calls on the Member States and the European Union to take measures against the 
phenomenon of 'brain waste' such as the recognition of diplomas;

4. Calls on the Member States to ensure the principle of non-discrimination is applied with 
regard to migrant women's access to and participation in the Community job market and 
to guarantee that their basic social and economic rights, including the right to equal pay, 
are respected; 

5. Insists in particular on the need to allow illegally resident migrant women access to 
health care and to legal and psychological assistance, particularly via gender-oriented 
NGOs and female migrant networks;

6. Calls on the Member States to pay particular attention to the children of migrant women 
to ensure they benefit from a high level of protection and easier access to health care and 
education;

7. Urges the Commission and Member States to take steps to ensure regulation of migratory 
flows and recognition of diplomas, with a view in particular to enabling both male and 
female migrant workers to give their countries of origin the benefits of the skills and 
qualifications they have acquired;

8. Asks the Commission to initiate dialogue with the countries of origin and to call upon 
them to prohibit practices which are contradictory to human rights such as female genital 
mutilation, forced marriage, polygamy and divorce without mutual consent; 

9. Insists in particular on the need to improve women's education and training in their 
country of origin and to encourage circular migration to reduce the negative impact of the 
'brain drain' phenomenon and to support development in countries of origin;

10. Regrets that there is a lack of recognition of the links between trafficking and migration; 
notes that many women who are victims of human trafficking have no access to legal or 
social protection; calls on the Commission and the Member States to focus in their anti-
trafficking strategies on prevention and protection of the victims; calls on the Member 
States to grant these women the possibility of long-term residence;

11. Calls on the Commission to carry out a quantitative and qualitative evaluation of 
development aid expenditure and programmes in third countries and to assess their results 
in improving the position of women in migrants' countries of origin;

12. Calls on the Member States to consider more carefully the impact of conflict-induced 
displacement on the social, physical and psychological situation of migrant women, who, 
owing to the precariousness of their circumstances, are more likely to become victims of 
violence;
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13. Calls on the Member States and the European Union to ensure that immigrant women 
victims of violence are fully informed of their rights, have effective access to legal 
assistance and are able to obtain an independent legal status, residence and work permit;

14. Calls on the Commission and the Council systematically to provide information, through 
their local representations and embassies, to women who wish to migrate to the EU 
concerning methods of legal immigration, their prospective rights and obligations and the 
fundamental values and principles governing European societies;

15. Calls for the immigrants who die while trying to reach the coasts of the European Union - 
such as the estimated 1500 immigrants from Sub-Saharan Africa, including women and 
children, lost at sea off the Canary Islands over a period of 45 days - to be remembered; 
urges the Commission once more to define and develop a strategy to support those areas 
of the European Union that face the most migratory pressure and whose needs are 
greatest when it comes to providing an immediate response to this phenomenon; 

16. Calls therefore on the Member States to develop development policies and specific 
programmes designed to ensure that medical, social and psychological care is provided to 
female victims of conflict-induced displacement and other female migrants who suffer 
from the mental, physical and social consequences of their displacement;

17. Stresses the importance of the exchange of best practices, among the Member States and 
also with third countries, particularly developing countries; 

18. Criticises the Commission for not taking properly into account the gender approach in its 
communication on 'Migration and Development: Some concrete orientations'; proposes 
the setting up of a permanent and high-level interinstitutional task force in charge of 
monitoring the development of European immigration policy from a gender perspective 
in particular to develop gender impact assessment tools before the adoption of any 
measures in the field of immigration policy;

19. Calls on the Council and the Commission to adopt EU guidelines and concrete and 
targeted gender objectives and indicators in the field of immigration policy, including 
awareness-raising actions at national level, ensuring the integration of a gender 
perspective into immigration policy and a regular assessment of policies from a gender 
perspective;

20. Calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States to establish a legal 
framework guaranteeing immigrant women the right to hold their own passport and 
residence permit and making it possible to hold a person criminally responsible for taking 
these documents away;

21. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to intensify their dialogue with women 
migrants' countries of origin with a view to promoting respect for women's rights and 
gender equality, and combating poverty and the economic dependence of women;

22. Urges the international community to foster efforts to reach the MDG in the fields of 
poverty reduction, the empowerment of women and the elimination of discrimination, by 
placing particular emphasis on the education of girls, the improvement of maternal health 
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and women's access to political life.
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