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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The EU plays a leading role in democracy and human rights issues and should continue to 
maintain a high profile on such issues. 

The objective of the Commission proposal for a new financing instrument for the promotion 
of democracy and human rights is to provide a legal basis for the successor programme to the 
European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), which is based on two 
regulations that expire at the end of 2006. The new instrument would apply from 1 January 
2007 to 31 December 2013. 

This new instrument will, like EIDHR, be designed to complement the various other tools for 
the implementation of EU policies on democracy and human rights, which range from 
political dialogue and diplomatic démarches to various instruments of financial and technical 
cooperation, including both geographic and thematic programmes. It will also complement the 
more crisis-related interventions of the new Stability instrument. 

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality is particularly concerned that the 
new instrument should articulate and support gender-related objectives and measures at 
international level. It wishes with this opinion to draw attention to the importance of the rights 
of women within the broader context of democracy and human rights and to create the basis 
for a gender sensitive European financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and 
human rights worldwide. 

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Text proposed by the Commission1 Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (c)

(c) supporting the international framework 
for the protection of human rights, the rule 
of law and the promotion of democracy;

(c) supporting the international framework 
for the protection of human rights, the rule 
of law and the promotion of democracy and 
ensuring gender equality;

Amendment 2
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (d a) (new)

1 Not yet published in OJ.
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(da) promoting an integrated 
approach to democracy building and 
the protection of human rights and 
ensuring that gender equality and 
conflicts are taken into account;

Amendment 3
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (a), point (ii)

ii) encouraging participatory 

decision-making processes at 

national, regional and local level, 

and promoting equal participation of 

men and women in civil society, 

economic and political life;

ii) encouraging participatory 

decision-making processes at 

national, regional and local level, 

and promoting equal participation of 

men and women in civil society, 

economic and political life, by 
strengthening the rights of women 
and children as a specific target 
and also by mainstreaming 
children's rights and gender 
equality in all activities;

Amendment 4
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (ii)

(ii) human rights defenders; (ii) human rights defenders, especially 
women human rights defenders, including 
those defending women's and children's 
rights;

Amendment 5
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (iii)

(iii) the fight against racism and 

xenophobia, discrimination on any 

ground;

(iii) the fight against racism and 

xenophobia, discrimination on any 

ground, such as sex, race, colour, 
ethnic or social origin, genetic 
features, language, religion or 
belief, political or any other 
opinion, membership of a national 
minority, property, birth, 
disability, age or sexual 
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orientation;

Amendment 6
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (v)

(v) the rights of women; (v) the rights of women and the fight 
against all forms of discrimination and 
violence against women, including the fight 
against female genital mutilation;

Amendment 7
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (vi)

(vi) the rights of children; (vi) the rights of children, ensuring that 
priority is given to the best interests of 
children, as well as including the fight 
against child labour and the recruitment 
and use of child soldiers;

Amendment 8
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (vi a) (new)

(via) the fight against trafficking in human 
beings, including the fight against 
trafficking in women and children for any 
purpose, including sexual and labour 
exploitation and organ removal;

Amendment 9
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (viiii)

(viii) education, training and monitoring in 
the area of human rights and democracy;

(viii) education and training, while 
guaranteeing the equal rights of girls to 
education and training;

Amendment 10
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b), point (viiia) (new)

(viiia) monitoring in the fields of human 
rights, anti-discrimination and democracy;

Amendment 11
Article 2, paragraph 2
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2. The promotion of gender equality, 

children’s rights, rights of 

indigenous peoples, and conflict 

prevention shall be taken into 

account as far as appropriate by 
all assistance measures referred to 

in this Regulation.

2. The promotion of gender equality, 

children’s rights, rights of 

indigenous peoples, and conflict 

prevention shall be taken into 

account by all assistance measures 

referred to in this Regulation.
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