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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 

for a resolution: 

A.  whereas the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) classifies crimes 

committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian 

population, in particular women and children, among the most serious of crimes; 

B. whereas the UN Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency 

and Armed Conflict, of 14 December 1974, calls for effective measures against the 

persecution, torture and violent and degrading treatment of women; 

C.  whereas the 2010 State of World Population report shows that violence against women 

in crisis areas has increased worldwide; whereas sexual violence is increasingly used 

as a weapon of war and a great number of women and children are raped and 

persecuted  during and after armed conflicts; 

D.  whereas, largely as a result of its very limited resources and the lack of input from the 

states parties to the Rome Statute, the ICC faces difficulties in prosecuting those 

responsible for large-scale crimes against women and children, and this often results in 

impunity for the perpetrators of such crimes; 

1. Strongly condemns the use of sexual violence against women as a tactic of war, 

including crimes such as mass rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced 

pregnancy, enforced sterilisation, gender-based forms of persecution including female 

genital mutilation, trafficking and all other forms of sexual violence of comparable 

gravity; 

2. Urges the EU Member States parties to the Rome Statute to support the ICC in its 

work, and calls for active international support for the ICC so as to end the ongoing de 

facto impunity of persons responsible for such acts of violence and finally bring them 

to justice; 

3. Emphasises the importance of including gender-based crimes in the ICC’s remit for 

investigation and prosecution; 

4. Emphasises how important it is for the ICC to fight against impunity for sexual 

violence against women in conflict zones and in the context of war crimes; 

5. Calls for the impunity issue to be considered as a key factor in securing justice and to 

be non-negotiable; emphasises that perpetrators must be brought to justice and face the 

penal consequences of their actions; 

6. Is firmly opposed to children under the age of 18 years being conscripted or recruited 

into the armed forces or used in any way in military action; points out the importance 

of safeguarding their rights to a peaceful childhood, education, physical integrity, 
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safety and sexual autonomy; 

7. Calls for the establishment of effective policies and enhancing mechanisms to ensure 

that victims’ participation at the ICC has substantive impact, including more 

accessible psychological, medical and legal counselling and easy access to witness 

protection programmes; highlights the importance of promoting awareness of sexual 

violence in conflict zones by means of law programmes, the documentation of gender-

based crimes in armed conflicts, and the training of lawyers, judges and activists on 

the Rome Statute and on international jurisprudence in relation to gender-based crimes 

against women and children; 

8.  Calls on the Council and the Commission to continue their efforts to broaden the 

membership of the Rome Statute of the ICC and to promote its universal ratification; 

9. Calls on the Presidency of the EU Council and on the Vice-President of the 

Commission/ High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy to cooperate closely with the ICC and to bring their political influence to bear 

in international forums to induce the states parties to the Rome Statute of the ICC to 

fulfil their obligations, since there are repeated instances of states parties undermining 

the ICC’s work through their actions or omissions; 

10.  Expects the issue of violence against women and children in international conflict 

situations to be addressed in UN resolutions and actions, as well as peace processes 

and peace agreements in compliance with international law and UN Security Council 

resolutions on women, peace and security, so that gender-based crimes may feature 

more prominently in the work of the ICC; emphasises that particular attention must be 

paid to post-conflict situations, in order that immediate, stronger and more consistent 

sanctions can be taken against aggressors, and expects the UN to continue to provide 

facts and figures on this issue; 

11. Calls on the European External Action Service to exchange good practice and to 

cooperate closely with the UN Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 

in order to strengthen the ICC’s work in this area. 
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