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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 

motion for a resolution: 

1. States that maternal death rates are disproportionately high in developing countries; notes 

with concern that African women are 175 times more likely to die in childbirth than 

women in the developed regions of the world1; stresses that accessible, affordable, 

adequate and high-quality emergency obstetric care is vital in order to reduce maternal 

death rates; emphasises that developing countries need increased numbers of qualified 

healthcare professionals to attend to women in labour; underlines the need for women, and 

especially for young girls, to be informed about their sexual and reproductive rights, the 

health services they can access, the use of contraception methods, and the risk of 

HIV/AIDS; 

2. Welcomes the European Commission’s active work, both at the policy level and through 

its different funding instruments and budget support mechanisms, aimed at stepping up its 

commitment to foster women’s empowerment, particularly by seeking to integrate the 

priorities and needs of women in all key Policy Coherence for Development areas; 

3. Emphasises the need to maintain reliable statistical data and to record the causes of 

maternal deaths in accordance with the WHO’s ICD Maternal Mortality coding, which 

can guide countries and help them to improve the attribution and estimation of the causes 

of maternal mortality; 

4. Reaffirms its declaration A(2010)21584 of the ACP-EU Parliamentary Assembly; 

5. Notes that climate change disproportionately affects women, both in health terms, as more 

women die as a result of natural disasters, and in terms of economic, migratory and social 

pressures, due to the discrimination and gendered social roles which still characterise our 

societies; consequently, one of the main criteria for the success of PCD must be the 

mainstreaming of cross-cutting gender-related issues, so as both to ensure that sexual 

equality is not ignored when the various policies are formulated and implemented, and to 

prevent those policies as a whole from having a counter-productive impact on equality 

between men and women; 

6. Calls for Policy Coherence for Development to favour a participative approach that 

promotes the empowerment and self-determination of local people and, above all, of 

women; 

7. Reaffirms the importance of taking account of the situation of women, not simply as a 

vulnerable section of the population, but also as active facilitators of development 

policies; notes, in this context, that women are responsible for 80 % of farming in Africa, 

even if it is still rare for them to have the possibility of owning the land they cultivate; 

                                                 
1 ‘Trends in maternal mortality: 1990 to 2010, WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA and The World Bank estimates’, 

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/monitoring/9789241503631/en/index.html 

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/monitoring/9789241503631/en/index.html
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calls, therefore, not only for agricultural and fisheries policies to be integrated into PCD 

because of their impact on development, but also for them to be assessed in terms of their 

differential impact on women and men respectively; 

8. Stresses the importance of taking account of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable social 

groups, notably women and girls, and paying particular attention to them to avoid any 

further increase in inequality; experience has shown that ‘neutral’ measures entrench the 

existing power structure and it is essential to take positive, informed, systematic action in 

the form of measures that improve the situation of women, so as to ensure that such 

measures benefit the most disadvantaged; 

9. Stresses that the policy of promoting equality between men and women should not only be 

the subject of a specific budget heading in the context of development policies, but should 

also be regarded as a cross-cutting issue, since every policy that has an impact on society 

affects women and men differently, given the persistence of gendered roles in society and 

the fact that PCD offers a practical means of preventing negative externalities from 

adversely affecting equality between men and women; 

10. Stresses the importance of including women, and civil society organisations working on 

behalf of women’s rights and equality between women and men, from the moment that 

development policies are formulated, particularly by providing training on the subject of 

gender-related issues in the European External Action Service and EU delegations in third 

countries; stresses that such training must both raise general awareness of issues relating 

to gender and equality between women and men and also propose practical and country-

specific approaches to influencing the social mores which are an obstacle to equality by 

using the various means at the EU’s disposal, including, in particular, PCD;  

11. Stresses the need for PCD to incorporate a global approach which extends beyond the 

family and microsocial level and takes gender relations into account; this cross-cutting 

approach to gender issues needs to be incorporated in every development project and 

every analysis of a society; the approach must apply not only to all sectors but also in all 

political, economic, social, environmental, cultural and other fields; such an approach, 

which systematically takes account of the situation and role of women and gender 

relations in a society, is more comprehensive, humanistic and democratic than an 

approach which sets women apart; it avoids marginalising women in ‘women’s projects’ 

or projects which add to women’s workloads or responsibilities without increasing their 

power or control over the benefits generated by the projects in question; 

12. Affirms that, while the success of development policies and, consequently, of PCD cannot 

be measured solely by general indicators which have already demonstrated their 

limitations, such as trends in GDP per inhabitant, other indicators, such as those relating to 

equality between men and women, should be able to provide a fuller picture of the overall 

effect of development policies; data, broken down by gender, must therefore be collected 

on the spot in order to evaluate and enhance the impact of PCD; 

13. Stresses the role of women in leveraging development policies by participating in the 

formulation and implementation of such policies, thereby ensuring that political and 

economic negotiations take women’s interests into account and creating a virtuous circle 

in which women are the driving force behind development policies which, in turn, set up 
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the structures whereby women can be empowered; highlights the importance of 

supporting civil society organisations and groups which take on the task of promoting 

gender equality and women’s empowerment; 

14. Notes that women play an essential part in development, since, in their role as mothers 

and carers for children and other dependent members of the family, they assume 

responsibility for the family’s general well-being; for example, women play a crucial role 

in the field of nutrition and food security, particularly in the context of subsistence 

farming; 

15. Stresses that the situation of women is, in many cases, deteriorating more than that of 

men, both in relative and absolute terms; there has been an increase in poverty over the 

last twenty years or so, which has primarily affected women; 

16. Stresses that, although the important role played by women in development policies and 

development cooperation is very widely recognised, the statistics and quantitative data 

which specifically relate to women are still inadequate and fail to meet the objective of 

reporting the situation of women in developing countries, particularly in fields such as 

health, education, prevention and meeting basic needs; care must be taken to ensure, 

therefore, that in all PCD objectives, analyses, documents and assessments the 

quantitative data is broken down by gender, and gender-specific indicators are included, in 

order to take account of women’s real living conditions; 

17. States that every child, regardless of sex, has the right to life, survival and development 

and reaffirms that girl children as well have equal status under the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC); calls on EU delegations in developing countries to work with 

the governments of those countries to ensure that girl children enjoy their rights without 

discrimination, inter alia by requiring the immediate registration of all children after birth, 

granting girls and boys equal entitlement to education and schooling, combating 

stereotypes and ending the unethical and discriminatory practices of prenatal sex 

selection, abortion of female foetuses, female infanticide, early forced marriage, female 

genital mutilation and especially child prostitution and sex tourism; reaffirms its 

resolution of 5 July 2012 on the forced abortion scandal in China (2012/2712(RSP))1 

18. Stresses the need for respect of the right of the girl children to express an opinion and to 

be heard on matters affecting their health and human dignity, emphasising that the best 

interests of the child must be the first concern; highlights the need of all children, and of 

girl children in particular, to be brought up in a family environment of peace, dignity, 

tolerance, freedom, non-discrimination, gender equality and solidarity; calls for the strict 

implementation of the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child and of the Beijing 

Declaration on Women; 

19. Recalls that the EU and the Member States must take into account the rights and duties of 

the parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for the child when 

dealing with the rights of the child in the context of development assistance; calls on the 

competent institutions to pay special attention to the relationships between parents and 

children, for example through programmes containing concrete measures specifically 

                                                 
1 P7_TA(2012)0301  
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tailored to national requirements, seeking to provide maximum and optimum assistance 

for parents or guardians in the fulfilment of their parental duties in order to prevent family 

breakdown, child mistreatment or placement in social care as a result of serious poverty, 

or to ensure that such a measure is envisaged only as a very last resort; 

20. Asserts that, in implementing the specific Cairo International Conference on Population 

and Development (ICPD) prohibition on coercion or compulsion in sexual and 

reproductive health matters, with regard to the legally binding international human rights 

instruments, the EU acquis communautaire and the Union policy competencies in this 

matter, Union assistance should not be provided to any authority, organisation or 

programme which promotes, supports or participates in the management of any action 

which involves such human rights abuses as coercive abortion, forced sterilisation of 

women and men, determining foetal sex resulting in prenatal sex selection or infanticide, 

especially where such actions set their priorities in response to psychological, social, 

economic or legal pressure. The Commission should present a report on the 

implementation of the Union’s external assistance covering this programme; 

21. Expresses great concern about widespread gender-based violence, especially sexual 

violence, exploitation and feminicide, in the world and in developing countries in 

particular; upholding women’s rights, including their sexual and reproductive rights, and 

safeguarding respect of their human dignity is essential in order to prevent and combat 

gender-based violence, provide protection and appropriate counselling to victims, and to 

ensure that perpetrators are punished; calls on the Commission to make the fight against 

impunity for the perpetrators of such violence one of the priorities for its development 

assistance policy; 

22. Points out that women are frequently discriminated against in terms of recognition of their 

struggles for peace, and that extreme suffering is inflicted on women as such in countries 

at war; maintains that action of this kind, including the rape of girls by soldiers, forced 

prostitution, forced impregnation of women, sexual slavery, rape and sexual harassment, 

and consensual abduction (by means of seduction), are crimes which must not be ignored; 

asserts that the EU must treat these as fundamental problems to be taken into account; 

23. Points out that particular attention should be paid to gender education of both sexes, 

starting from an early school stage, so as to gradually change societal attitudes and 

stereotypes towards parity of men and women; 

24. States that the assistance measures must take into account the specific features of crises or 

emergencies and of countries or situations where there is a serious lack of fundamental 

freedoms, where human security is most at risk, or where human rights organisations and 

defenders operate under the most difficult conditions; stresses that particular attention 

should be paid to situations in which women are being exposed to physical or 

psychological violence; 

25. Stresses the importance of promoting women’s human rights and of mainstreaming gender 

equality in the civil, political, social, economic and cultural spheres, as well as in national 

legislation; 

26. Underlines the importance of strengthening women’s role in promoting human rights and 
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democratic reform, in supporting conflict prevention and in consolidating political 

participation and representation; 

 



 

PE491.350v02-00 8/8 AD\911651EN.doc 

EN 

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE 

Date adopted 3.9.2012    

Result of final vote +: 

–: 

0: 

21 

0 

0 

Members present for the final vote Edit Bauer, Andrea Češková, Marije Cornelissen, Edite Estrela, Zita 

Gurmai, Mikael Gustafsson, Lívia Járóka, Teresa Jiménez-Becerril 

Barrio, Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou, Constance Le Grip, Astrid Lulling, 

Elisabeth Morin-Chartier, Joanna Katarzyna Skrzydlewska, Angelika 

Werthmann, Marina Yannakoudakis, Anna Záborská, Inês Cristina 

Zuber 

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, Mariya Gabriel, Gesine Meissner, Antigoni 

Papadopoulou 

 
 

 


