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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Budgets, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Recalls that under Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union the 

promotion of equality between men and women is a fundamental principle of the 

European Union; therefore reiterates its request to use gender budgeting in all EU policies, 

programmes and actions and at all levels of the EU budgetary procedure; 

2. Emphasises the need for appropriate funding for the actions outlined in the Commission’s 

Strategy for Equality between Women and Men 2010-2015; calls on the Council and the 

Commission to ensure that appropriate funding of these actions is continued during the 

period of the new multiannual financial framework starting in 2014; stresses that special 

attention should be paid to the multiple forms of discrimination suffered, inter alia, by 

women who are migrants, members of minorities, disabled, lesbian, elderly, poorly 

qualified or formerly convicts or prostitutes; calls for the principle of gender budgeting to 

be applied to local, regional, national, European and international strategies in order to 

further gender equality more effectively; 

3. Emphasises that in times of crisis and economic fragility such as these, the need is greater 

and more pressing than ever to steadfastly uphold the rights and social and economic 

welfare of the persons most directly affected by the crisis, and in particular of women; 

stresses that gender equality is not only an issue of justice, but has also been shown to 

have a positive economic impact; 

4. Repeats its call on the Member States to make greater use of the Structural Funds, and in 

particular the European Social Fund, as a way of promoting equality between men and 

women, not only through gender mainstreaming but also by providing measures focused 

directly on vulnerable groups of women, taking due account of the impact of the economic 

crisis, promoting the creation of stable, high-quality jobs and investing in quality public 

services and in care structures for children and other dependants; 

5. Calls for agreement to be reached without delay between the European Council and the 

European Parliament on the multiannual financial framework, so as to ensure guaranteed 

and appropriate funding of the abovementioned actions;  

6. Notes that the DAPHNE III programme, which played a fundamental role in combating 

violence against women in the European Union, will come to an end on 31 December 

2013; notes that violence against women is still present and that action is urgently needed 

to counteract it; urges the Commission in this regard to earmark sufficient funds within 

the Rights and Citizenship programme for efficient actions aimed at eliminating violence 

against women in the period starting in 2014; 

7. Points out that the mid-term evaluation of the Progress Programme underlined the need 

for greater efforts and new initiatives with regard to equality and non-discrimination, 

which are sections that from 2014 will be incorporated into the Rights and Citizenship 

Programme, and therefore calls for adequate funding to be provided for that axis; urges 
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also that the EU Programme for Change and Social Innovation, into which the Progress 

Programme will be incorporated as from 2014, should also, in its activities, aim to 

improve women’s labour force participation and working conditions and to promote a 

better balance between their professional and private lives; 

8. Urges the Commission to pay particular attention in the relevant budget headings to the 

increasing number of women living in poverty, at risk of poverty or in social exclusion, in 

particular women with special needs, such as elderly women, women with disabilities and 

single mothers, or women who are members of minorities, migrants, victims of gender 

violence, poorly qualified or formerly convicts or prostitutes; 

9. Stresses that the objectives and tasks of the European Institute for Gender Equality require 

that a separate dedicated entity is maintained within the EU institutional framework, and 

calls for the continued funding of the Institute at an appropriate level so as to ensure that 

the Institute has sufficient human resources and the necessary expertise to be fully 

operational and meet its overall objectives to promote gender equality, as set out in 

Regulation (EC) No 1922/20061 establishing the Institute; 

10. Given that 2014 is the last year where progress towards the attainment of the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) can be made, urges the Commission to devote more attention 

to the most off-track MDGs, in particular MDG 5 (maternal health) and MDG 5b 

(universal access to reproductive health), in line with the International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo in 1994 and the World Conference on 

Women held in Beijing in 1995, and the outcomes of their reviews; 

11. Highlights the need to earmark increased funding for the fight against all forms of 

discrimination against women; calls, in particular, on the Commission to make financial 

resources available for targeted sectoral research, information, awareness-raising and 

training actions concerning the gender pay gap and for the elimination of violence against 

women; 

12. Recalls that enabling girls and women to freely take decisions about their sexual and 

reproductive life, including whether and when to bear children, creates opportunities to 

pursue activities such as education and employment, which contribute to gender equality 

and poverty reduction and to inclusive and sustainable development; calls on the EU, 

therefore, to continue its support for access to quality, affordable, acceptable and 

accessible sexual and reproductive health, including voluntary family planning, safe 

abortion on demand, youth-friendly services, and prevention, treatment, care and support 

in cases of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs), without discrimination; 

13. Recalls that, according to UN Women, one woman in three has been affected by gender-

based violence in her life; urges the Commission to maintain its commitment to 

eliminating all forms of gender-based discrimination, violence and harmful practices 

against women and girls, such as sexual abuse, female genital mutilation/cutting and early 

enforced marriage, in line with the conclusions on violence against women agreed at the 

57th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), held in New York in 

March 2013; notes that this includes supporting the full range of prevention, care and 

services for victims and survivors of violence and harmful traditional practices, opposing 

                                                 
1 OJ L 403, 30.12.2006. p. 9. 
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policies leading to sex-selective and involuntary abortions and sexual violence, and 

advocating enforcement measures against the perpetrators; 

14. Asks the Commission to launch pilot projects in the following fields: 

 measures aimed at facilitating the exchange of good practices and access for women to 

qualified jobs in the new technologies sector, including information and 

communication technology; 

 exploring the linkages between corporate social responsibility and the provision of 

voluntary family planning services, in order to establish a Europe-wide network that 

brings together multinationals and civil society organisations with activities in 

developing countries; 

 supporting the gathering of data and exchange of good practice, as well as networking 

of experts and women’s organisations working against sexual violence in Europe, in 

order to develop an overview of both policy responses and practice in addressing 

sexual violence; 

15. Welcomes the endorsement by the Trio Presidency of the designation of 2014 as the 

European Year for Reconciling Work and Family Life; calls on the Commission for 

appropriate financing of prospective related activities; in this context, urges the Council to 

reach a common position with the European Parliament on the proposal for a directive 

concerning maternity leave; 

16. Stresses that it is essential, in order to balance professional and family life, to continue 

investing in quality public services, ensuring in particular an adequate supply of 

affordable quality services compatible with full-time working hours, in the field of 

childcare and care of the elderly and other dependants; 

17. Calls on the Commission to provide adequate funding for measures to promote gender 

equality in third countries , targeting the root causes of poverty by promoting equality of 

opportunity and of outcome and empowerment for all, with an explicit focus on young 

girls and women, including voluntary family planning and respect for, and promotion of, 

sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR); stresses the need for EU-funded 

measures to eliminate trafficking and gender violence in third countries, in particular the 

phenomenon of female genital mutilation, and for programmes to increase female 

participation in education and to combat female illiteracy, promote the participation of 

women at all levels of decision-making processes and encourage female entrepreneurship. 
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