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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 

motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas South Sudanese women and girls face the highest maternal mortality rate in the 

world and one in seven women in South Sudan will die during or just after childbirth1; 

whereas the biggest causes of maternal death are from infection and/or haemorrhaging and 

South Sudan faces a grave lack of basic medical equipment and qualified nurses and 

midwives, 

B. whereas it is estimated that 48 % of girls aged between 15-19 years are forced into 

marriage in South Sudan and whereas 12-year-old girls have reportedly been forced into 

marriage, which directly affects the enrolment of girls at school, with only 39 % of pupils 

at primary school and 30 % at secondary schools being girls, 

C. whereas the attitude that females are the property of their father or husband is entrenched 

in the dowry system that exists in South Sudan, 

D. whereas domestic violence is considered an entrenched social norm throughout South 

Sudan and whereas 82 % of women and 81 % of men believe that a woman should 

tolerate domestic violence and keep the problem within the family2, 

E. whereas the scope of democratic reconstruction is broadened when more women are 

involved in conflict resolution processes and political decision-making, 

F. whereas 80 % of the adult population, of which many are women, is illiterate, 

G. whereas women are key to reducing food and nutritional insecurity and can help boost 

agricultural productivity, 

1. Welcomes the creation of the first College of Nursing and Midwifery at the Juba teaching 

hospital, but notes that more qualified nurses and midwives are needed to ensure 

significant improvement of maternal and child health, and to open up roads and establish 

more health centres based on this model throughout the whole country; 

2. Urges the South Sudanese authorities to strengthen the fight against impunity by training 

the justice and law enforcement community with tools designed to prevent and curb 

violence against women, ensuring that the perpetrators are successfully convicted; 

3. Calls on the South Sudanese authorities to introduce a family law setting out a minimum 

marriage age and conditions for the custody of children, as well as a law tackling 

gender-based violence, particularly by criminalising harmful traditional practices such as 

female genital mutilation; 

4. Urges the South Sudanese Government to ratify the Convention to Eliminate all forms of 

                                                 
1 Humanitarian news and analysis, Report on ‘Women’s Security in South Sudan’ 2012.  
2 Conflict and Health, March 2013.  
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Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child; 

5. Stresses the need to eliminate all forms of violence against women, such physical violence 

or forced marriage, by means of awareness-raising campaigns aimed at informing women 

about their rights and educating men about the need to respect these rights; 

6. Urges the Commission, the Member States and the South Sudanese authorities to work 

with communities and women’s organisations to provide and promote access to education 

and sexual and reproductive rights and healthcare services for girls and women, including 

access to contraception and HIV/AIDS testing and treatment; 

7. Welcomes the commitment made by the President of South Sudan to achieve the aim of 

having a female representation of at least 25 % in the cabinet and invites him to strengthen 

women’s participation in the ongoing constitutional process; recalls that women play a 

key role in conflict resolution, peace-building processes and in building a stable State 

invites the South Sudanese authorities, in this connection, to ensure that women are fully 

included in the implementation of the peace process with Sudan; calls on the international 

community to continue supporting the participation of women at all levels of public life; 

8. Calls on the international community, in particular the EU and its Member States in the 

context of their external action, and in cooperation with local partners and NGOs, to 

emphasise the importance of access for girls to primary education and of efforts to tackle 

adult illiteracy, which is depriving South Sudan of the precious human capital that it needs 

for its development and in order to strengthen it as a democratic State; 

9. Draws attention to the contribution which women could make to the development of 

agriculture and the rural economy; encourages South Sudan to take measures to promote 

the involvement of women in these economic activities; 

10. Calls on the international community, in cooperation with NGOs, to foster the 

development of associations which bring women together and which support them in 

achieving economic autonomy; 

11. Calls for projects funded by the EU to be monitored and assessed regularly, including as 

regards progress towards gender equality, and calls for Parliament to be informed of the 

results; 

12. Calls for the views of local communities, in particular women, to be taken into account so 

that clearer objectives can be set for projects and so that those objectives can be tailored to 

the situation on the ground as well as to developments. 
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