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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 

following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the Return Directive provides for rules concerning return, removal, detention and 

re-entry, which should take full account of compliance with the human rights and 

fundamental freedoms under international and national law of the people concerned; 

whereas the gender perspective, women’s rights to equality and the prohibition of 

discrimination against women on grounds of their gender must be fully integrated aspects 

of the implementation of the Return Directive; 

B. whereas women residing irregularly and their dependants are frequently exposed to 

multiple inequalities and are more likely to suffer from violence and abuse, which may 

affect their status and expose them further to the risk of removal; 

C. whereas Member States have the ultimate competency within their borders to decide on 

what assistance may be required to aid individuals who fall under the auspices of the 

Return Directive; 

1. Calls on the Member States to give thorough consideration to the gender perspective in 

their specific measures implementing the Return Directive; 

2. Calls on the Member States and their competent authorities to take into consideration the 

specific characteristics of the people concerned, such as pregnancy, family situation, 

dependent children, whether they have disabilities or are elderly, whether they are victims 

of trafficking or gender-based violence, and their specific needs; 

3. Strongly underlines the fact that the Return Directive provides for a minimum set of rights 

for people pending their removal, including access to health care and to education for 

children; calls on the Member States to pay particular attention in implementing the 

directive to the situation of pregnant women, of women who have been victims of gender-

based violence, and of families with children during the school term; 

4. Calls on the Member States to implement policies aimed at regularising the situation of 

immigrant workers, enabling them to enjoy their labour, social, cultural, civil, and 

political rights, as is necessary in order to stamp out unacceptable instances of 

overexploitation;  

5. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide gender-sensitive training for 

officials likely to come into contact with people with specific needs, such as pregnant 

women, single parents with minor children, and victims of sexual or gender-based 

violence; 

6. Urges the Member States to respect fundamental rights and to take the gender perspective 

into account when implementing EU readmission agreements; calls on the Commission to 

develop, in cooperation with the third countries concerned, a gender-sensitive post-
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readmission monitoring system, in particular as regards gender-based violence, in order to 

evaluate compliance with human rights; 

7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to enable readmission agreements with 

third countries that take into consideration circumstances of gender, sexual orientation, 

family, pregnancy, and the education of returned children, so that such third countries 

commit to the implementation and maintenance of a minimum framework that benefits 

their citizens; 

8. Urges all Member States who have not yet done so to ratify the Istanbul Convention on 

preventing and combating violence against women and apply its provisions correctly, 

particularly Article 59 thereof, which clearly states that Parties should take the necessary 

measures to suspend expulsion proceedings and/or to grant an autonomous residence 

permit in the event of a dissolution of marriage and particularly difficult circumstances, to 

those women migrants whose residence status depended on their spouse. 
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