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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

– having regard to Articles 2 and 3(1) of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), 

– having regard to Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU),

– having regard to the European Pillar of Social Rights and, in particular, its principles 2, 
3, 11 and 17,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) of 18 December 1979,

– having regard the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989,

– having regard to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth 
World Conference on Women on 15 September 1995 and the outcomes of its review 
conferences,

– having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence (‘the Istanbul Convention’) of 
11 May 2011,

– having regard to its resolution of 7 July 2022 on the US Supreme Court decision to 
overturn abortion rights in the United States and the need to safeguard abortion rights 
and women’s heath in the EU1,

– having regard to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and the General comments of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

– having regard to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development, and the outcomes of its review conferences,

– having regard to its resolution of 23 October 2020 on Gender Equality in EU’s foreign 
and security policy2,

– having regard to the EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World 
2021,

– having regard to its resolution of 7 April 2022 on the EU’s protection of children and 
young people fleeing the war in Ukraine3,

1 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0302.
2 OJ C 404, 6.10.2021, p. 202.
3 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0120.
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– having regard to its resolution of 5 May 2022 on the impact of the war against Ukraine 
on women4,

– having regard to the joint communication of the Commission and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 
25 November 2020 entitled ‘EU Gender Action Plan (GAP) III – An ambitious agenda 
for gender equality and women’s empowerment in EU external action’ 
(JOIN(2020)0017), 

– having regard to its resolution of 6 July 2022 on intersectional discrimination in the 
European Union: the socio-economic situation of women of African, Middle-Eastern, 
Latin-American and Asian descent5,

A. whereas gender equality is a core value of the EU; whereas the right to equal treatment 
and non-discrimination is a fundamental right enshrined in the Treaties and in the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (‘the Charter’) and should be 
fully respected; whereas the right to the integrity of the person is paramount under 
Article 3 of the Charter; whereas gender mainstreaming and an intersectional approach 
should therefore be implemented and integrated as a horizontal principle in all EU 
activities and policies;

B. whereas gender equality is paramount to the development of free and equal societies; 
whereas the human rights of women, girls and non-binary people are still not guaranteed 
throughout the world and the space for civil society organisations, especially women’s 
rights, feminist and grass roots organisations, is shrinking in many countries;

C. whereas the COVID-19 crisis and its consequences have a clear gender dimension, as 
they affect women and men differently all over the world; whereas the pandemic has 
exacerbated existing structural gender inequalities; whereas its consequences 
disproportionately affect the lives of people from vulnerable groups, including women, 
people of colour, LGBTIQA+ persons, persons with disabilities, older people and 
others, for example preventing them from accessing essential health and care services, 
including sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) services and support for 
victims of gender-based violence;

D. whereas since the pandemic, violence against women has increased; whereas more than 
45 % of women have reported that they or a woman they know has experienced a form 
of violence since 2019 and 65 % of women have reported experiencing it in their 
lifetime; whereas globally, 245 million women and girls aged 15 years or over have 
been subjected to sexual and/or physical violence perpetrated by an intimate partner in 
the previous 12 months; whereas more than 4 in 10 women feel more unsafe in public 
spaces than before and 1 in 2 women feel unsafe walking alone at night; whereas 6 in 10 
women say they think sexual harassment in public spaces has worsened;

E. whereas there is an ongoing oppressive backlash against women’s and LGBTIQA+ 
peoples’ rights throughout the world;

4 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0206.
5 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0289.
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F. whereas there has been regrettable backsliding in women’s access to safe and legal 
abortion in some Member States; whereas access to SRHR, including safe and legal 
abortion, is a fundamental right; whereas criminalising, delaying and denying access to 
SRHR constitutes a form of gender-based violence; whereas these restrictions and bans 
do not reduce the number of abortions, but only force people to travel or to resort to 
unsafe abortions, also making them vulnerable to criminal investigation and 
prosecution, and affect persons who lack resources and information; whereas almost all 
deaths stemming from unsafe abortions occur in countries where abortion is severely 
restricted; whereas the Supreme Court of the US decided on 24 June 2022 to overturn 
the Roe v Wade ruling, putting an end to the federal constitutional right to abortion in 
the US, allowing states to ban abortion at any point during pregnancy and opening up 
the possibility of complete bans on abortion; whereas since then, a growing number of 
states in the US and worldwide have decided to ban or limit the right to abortion;

G. whereas racialised women, women from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds, 
women from minorities, women with disabilities, migrant women and LGBTIQA+ 
people face additional and multiple violations of their human rights; whereas they are 
often restricted from participating fully and effectively in economic, social and political 
life; whereas women subjected to intersecting types of discrimination all around the 
world face multiple obstacles in accessing the formal labour market, leaving them 
vulnerable to discrimination, poverty, economic exploitation, social exclusion and 
gender-based violence, including sexual harassment and mistreatment; whereas they 
face racism and discrimination in access to health care, support services for victims of 
violence and other services, denying their human rights; whereas Afrophobia, anti-
gypsism, antisemitism and Islamophobia are widespread forms of racism all around the 
world;

H. whereas all around the world, religion and ideology are used against women’s and girls’ 
rights and against gender equality in general; whereas women, girls and LGBTQIA+ 
persons experience gender-based violence and discrimination which impedes their 
ability to fully enjoy their human rights perpetrated by state and non-state actors relying 
on religious ‘justifications’ for their actions; whereas women expressing their religion 
and beliefs by their clothing or physical appearance more frequently become victims of 
violence and discrimination;

I. whereas between 2021 and 20226, a total of 14 women journalists were killed 
worldwide, marking an increase from the number given for 2020; whereas while more 
male journalists are killed each year, women generally experience more online and 
sexual harassment, and are targeted more frequently in this regard; whereas women are 
engaging in politics in record numbers around the world, by seeking office and by 
voting; whereas in many countries, this increased participation of women in politics is 
accompanied by a violent backlash; whereas physical, moral and cyber violence 
targeting women in politics creates dangerous obstacles to women’s participation in 
political processes; whereas women activists, human rights defenders and social leaders 
face worsening violence all around the world;

J. whereas a significant number of women serve in the Ukrainian armed forces in combat 

6 https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists/observatory 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists/observatory
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and non-combat roles; whereas more than 22.8 % of Ukraine’s military are women; 
whereas at least 12 million people have fled their homes since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, most of them women and children; whereas wars and armed conflicts impact 
women, including those facing intersectional discrimination, in specific ways and 
exacerbate pre-existing inequalities; whereas women and girls are particularly at risk 
during humanitarian and displacement crises, as they continue disproportionately to be 
victims of discrimination based on gender norms, of gender-based violence and are 
deprived of access to healthcare and other services; whereas rape and sexual violence 
are used as a weapon of war; whereas massive displacements and refugee flows 
resulting from wars and armed conflicts lead to a spike in human trafficking; whereas 
women and unaccompanied children are the main victims of traffickers who often abuse 
their vulnerable situation;

K. whereas climate change is undermining the enjoyment of human rights and increasing 
existing gender inequalities; whereas women and girls are more affected by climate 
change as a result of their unequal access to resources, education, political power, job 
opportunities and land rights compared with men and as a result of the existing social 
and cultural norms such as their role as primary caregivers and, often, as the providers 
of water, food and fuel; whereas environmental problems – caused and exacerbated by 
climate change – are currently responsible for the growth of forced migration and 
subsequent erosion of human rights;

L. whereas protecting women and girls and other vulnerable persons from violence and 
discrimination, in particular with regard to education, information and health services, 
including SRHR, is especially important for ensuring the full enjoyment of their human 
rights; whereas violations of SRHR, such as forced sterilisation, forced abortion, forced 
pregnancy, the criminalisation of abortion, the denial or delay of safe abortion and/or 
post-abortion care, the abuse and mistreatment of women and girls seeking sexual and 
reproductive health information, goods and services, female genital mutilations, 
gynaecological and obstetric violence are forms of gender-based violence that, 
depending on the circumstances, may amount to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment;

M. whereas gender-based violence constitutes a serious breach of human rights, 
undermining social stability and security, public health, women’s educational and 
employment opportunities, and the well-being and development prospects of children 
and communities;

1. Stresses that gender equality is a core value of the EU and one of its common and 
fundamental principles; stresses the importance of ensuring true gender equality, for all 
people, throughout the world; emphasises the role of gender equality in ensuring equal 
enjoyment of fundamental rights and subsequent access to services such as healthcare, 
education, decent work, housing and care; welcomes the fact that efforts to advance the 
rights of women and girls have gained further prominence worldwide; notes, however, 
that no country in the world has achieved gender equality yet; regrets the fact that the 
overall progress in women’s rights is far below the UN countries’ commitments 
included in the 1995 Beijing Convention; reiterates its calls for the EU institutions and 
the Member States to commit to advance towards a feminist foreign and security policy 
that entails a gender transformative vision and to ensure that all goals and commitments 
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of the Gender Action Plan III are fully implemented by the Member States, the EU 
delegations and all EU institutions;

2. Highlights that LGBTIQA+ women, migrant and racialised women, women with 
disabilities and older women, among others, face intersectional discrimination; calls for 
EU internal and external action to take into account intersecting identities and 
discrimination, and to recognise that women and girls in all their diversity, as well as 
non-binary people, are affected differently by gender inequalities, as these are 
compounded by other forms of oppression; calls for better protection of women from 
vulnerable groups, such as LGBTIQA+ women, women with disabilities, racialised 
women, older women and women from rural areas; calls for the systematic integration 
of a gender mainstreaming and intersectionality perspective in the EU’s foreign and 
security, migration, enlargement, trade and development policies; calls for specific 
gender chapters in all future EU trade and investment agreements; deeply regrets, in this 
regard, the lack of an intersectional dimension in the EU’s New Pact on Migration and 
Asylum;

3. Is deeply concerned about the increase in gender inequalities resulting from the 
successive crises all around the world; notes with concern the alarming growth in 
gender-based violence worldwide during crises; underlines that the after effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic are continuing to exacerbate existing inequalities, 
disproportionately affecting the lives of marginalised groups, preventing, in particular, 
access to abortion and contraception, fertility treatment, testing for HIV and sexually 
transmitted infections, reproductive cancer screening, sexuality and relationship 
education and maternal healthcare;

4. Underlines that women and girls need continued access to sexual and reproductive 
health services throughout conflicts and displacement, including access to safe delivery, 
family planning services, legal and safe abortion or the clinical management of rape; 
calls for funds to be made available for the provision of essential and life-saving sexual 
and reproductive health services, in line with the UN Minimum Initial Service Package;

5. Highlights that any conflict, such as the war in Ukraine, creates an opportunity for 
human traffickers to exploit people’s vulnerability; calls on the Member States and the 
Commission to facilitate better cross-border communication and training to ensure a 
more efficient targeting of human traffickers, who use borders as loopholes to further 
exploit their victims, the overwhelming majority of whom are women; calls for a 
proactive policy of sustainable, transparent and accessible legal migration pathways; 
calls for efficient information campaigns, so that people fleeing conflict and/or distress 
are not susceptible to falling into trafficking chains; strongly condemns the use of 
sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon of war and stresses that this constitutes a 
war crime; expresses its deep concerns about the growing number of reports of human 
trafficking, sexual violence, exploitation, rape and abuse faced by women and children 
fleeing Ukraine; calls for decisive action to put an end to sexual violence as a weapon of 
war and end the impunity of those guilty of these actions, and to raise awareness about 
the specific situation and discrimination experienced by war children;

6. Deplores the large increase in the number of people caught up in modern slavery; calls 
for a victim-centric and human-rights-centric approach to combating this crime; 
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highlights the gender dimension of human trafficking, with 65 % of its victims being 
women and girls, and 92 % of these being trafficked for sexual exploitation; calls for 
coordinated action focusing on the recognition of victims and their effective 
reintegration into society, as economic and gender inequality are one of the major 
drivers of victimisation;

7. Highlights the use of threats and violence targeting female journalists or politicians, as 
well as women engaged in the defence of human rights; recalls the state’s primary 
responsibility to ensure and maintain a safe environment for these publicly exposed 
women and to protect them from threats and attacks; calls for prompt investigations into 
intimidation, threats, violence and other abuses against these women;

8. Stresses that women and girls from ethnic, religious and belief minorities are even more 
vulnerable to gender-based violence and discrimination; strongly condemns the 
discrimination and violence against women from minorities throughout the world, such 
as Romani women; considers that the right to education, social rights and the right to 
healthcare should never be diminished or taken away; is deeply concerned about the 
situation of the Uyghur minority and condemns all violations of human rights such as 
arbitrary detention, torture, ill treatment, including forced medical treatment, sexual and 
gender-based violence, which may constitute international crimes;

9. Calls on all host and transit countries receiving refugees to address the specific needs of 
women and girls, and to ensure that services, referral pathways and complaints 
mechanisms are immediately available within communities in languages and formats 
accessible to all groups; calls for sustained access to essential and life-saving health 
services in Ukraine, as well as guaranteed access to SRHR services, particularly 
emergency contraception or abortion care for survivors of rape; encourages the swift 
integration of women and children fleeing the war in Ukraine or armed conflicts into 
host countries; recalls the difficult situation of and obstacles to transgender persons 
fleeing wars and armed conflicts; stresses that transgender people whose identity 
documents do not correspond to their identity should be allowed to pass borders and 
through internal checkpoints and may not be excluded from civil protection measures; 
stresses that transgender refugees have difficulties in accessing hormonal treatments; 
underlines that such treatments and other specific medicines for transgender and 
intersex people are classified as essential by the World Health Organization and should 
therefore be included in humanitarian aid packages;

10. Stresses that the presence and contribution of women is particularly important in time of 
crisis; recalls the EU’s commitment to gender equality and women’s empowerment, and 
the necessity of the equal representation of women and men in leadership and decision-
making;

11. Recognises the courage and the strength of Ukrainian female soldiers, who are 
defending their country in large numbers, and all Ukrainian women who provide 
support and assistance on the ground, as well as those who have decided to flee the 
country to protect their families; calls for the EU to ensure the integration of a gender 
perspective in its response to Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression 
against Ukraine, increasing the role of women in humanitarian aid and post-conflict 
reconstruction operations, transitional justice and the promotion of human rights; calls 
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for Russia to be held accountable for all breaches of human rights against women and 
girls, including but not limited to, all accounts of sexual violence and rape; calls for 
decisive action to put an end to sexual violence as a weapon of war, for protection and 
help for victims and to increase their access to justice; reaffirms UN Security Council 
Resolution 1820 (2008) stating that rape and other forms of sexual violence constitute 
crimes against humanity or war crimes;

12. Deplores the hostile regime of the Taliban in Afghanistan and the continued oppression 
of women and girls throughout many countries in the world; stresses that over the past 
12 months, human rights violations against women and girls have increased 
disproportionately in Afghanistan, despite the initial promises to guarantee the right to 
work and to education for women and girls; recalls the particular significance of girls’ 
education in the aftermath of the Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan; condemns the fact 
that the Taliban is systematically excluding women and girls from public life and 
political participation; welcomes the fact that the EU has re-established a minimal 
presence in Kabul, ensuring the delivery of assistance and prioritises direct engagement 
with the Afghan people, including through the Afghan Women Leaders’ Forum, which 
aims to ensure that Afghan women have a voice in international forums;

13. Is deeply concerned and saddened by the death of Mahsa Amini on 16 September 2022 
after the ‘morality’ police beat her, apparently for wearing a loose hijab; calls for a 
prompt, impartial and effective investigation by an independent competent authority; is 
concerned by the repressive response and use of force by the Iranian Government 
against the people demonstrating in favour of women’s rights and equality; deplores the 
continuing attacks on women, including the case of climber Elnaz Rekabi, who went 
missing after a recent competition; calls on all national authorities to stop targeting, 
harassing and detaining women who do not abide by the hijab rules; stands in solidarity 
with the protesters in Iran; reaffirms the right of women throughout the world to bodily 
autonomy and freedom of expression, including the right to choose their dress, free 
from state interference, coercion and the fear of violence;

14. Denounces the fact that gender-based violence is one of the most widespread forms of 
violence in the world; points out that gender-based violence is a form of discrimination 
and a violation of fundamental rights, as well as the result of gender stereotypes and 
structural and institutional inequalities; underlines the importance of applying a 
gendered, intersectional and victim-centred approach to all policies and measures to 
address gender-based violence; highlights the need to tackle discrimination against 
women and harmful stereotypes from early childhood, as these are one of the major 
driving factors of gender-based violence; strongly condemns all forms of gender-based, 
physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence, including domestic violence, 
sexual exploitation, sexual harassment, stalking, mobbing, human trafficking, child and 
forced marriage, forced sterilisation, forced abortion, femicide, female genital 
mutilation; ‘honour’ violence and ‘honour’ killings, rape as a weapon of domination and 
of war, and cyber violence; underlines that all these forms of violence constitute serious 
violations of human rights and dignity; is deeply concerned about the growing 
phenomenon of femicide in Europe and all around the world; calls for the EU and 
global actors to specifically target these issues; welcomes and encourages the EU’s 
efforts and investments together with its international partners aimed at preventing and 
eliminating all forms of gender-based violence;



PE735.679v03-00 10/14 AD\1266374EN.docx

EN

15. Stresses that the harmful effects of climate change and ecosystem degradation are being 
borne disproportionately by the poor, in particular women in all their diversity and 
young people, as well as by indigenous peoples and other natural resource-dependent 
and/or poor communities, and calls for the EU to commit to progressive gender 
approaches in order to transform both internal and external action; calls for the EU and 
all global actors to adopt a gender-sensitive response, including an intersectional 
perspective, to crises, especially the ongoing energy and climate crises, and to ensure 
that targeted funds and measures are implemented to that end, as well as to guarantee 
the equal participation of women in all their diversity in decision-making bodies at 
international, national and local level; highlights the devastating floods occurring across 
the world, including those that have recently ravaged Pakistan, leaving nearly 8 million 
people displaced and more than a thousand people dead, and stresses their increased 
impact on women owing to existing gender disparities; notes with concern that women 
are 14 times more likely to die when a natural disaster occurs;

16. Highlights that the Istanbul Convention is the most comprehensive instrument in Europe 
to combat specific forms of gender-based violence; calls on all remaining Member 
States to fully ratify the Istanbul Convention, which represents a key means of forging a 
Europe which confronts and tackles all forms of gender-based violence and offers 
prevention mechanisms to reduce the number of future victims; calls on the Council to 
conclude the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention without delay; encourages non-
EU states to ratify the Istanbul Convention, improve women’s rights and strongly 
combat all forms of gender-based violence; calls for the EU and the Council of Europe 
to continue encouraging states to join the convention in order to combat and eliminate 
gender-based violence altogether; condemns the attempts in some States to revoke 
measures already taken in implementing the Istanbul Convention and in combating 
violence against women; is concerned by Türkiye’s withdrawal from the convention; 
calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure the full integration of the convention 
into the future EU directive on combating gender-based violence; calls for the 
identification of gender-based violence as a new area of crime listed in Article 83(1) 
TFEU; highlights the need to provide victims with effective reparations and for 
adequate legal provisions; calls for the convention’s use as a minimum standard with 
regard to the eradication of gender-based violence throughout the world;

17. Condemns the actions of anti-gender and anti-women movements, regimes and religions 
that systematically attack women’s’ and LGBTIQA+ rights; urges the EU and global 
actors to reject any further attempts at rolling back the gains in women’s human rights, 
equality, right to self-determination and full control over their own bodies; is concerned 
that anti-gender movements in the EU are heavily financed by foreign actors; calls for a 
careful analysis of this issue and to ensure that European money, as well as foreign 
donations, do not finance organisations that are actively targeting equality and trying to 
restrict the rights of others; regrets the backsliding in SRHR and calls on the 
international community to renew its support for SRHR, including access to safe and 
legal abortion, age-appropriate, evidence-based comprehensive sexuality education, 
comprehensive family planning care, including contraception and unbiased information, 
and antenatal, childbirth and postnatal care both within and beyond the EU; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to implement the gender equality strategy in a 
coherent manner both within and outside the EU, and to take effective and concrete 
actions to counter the backlash against women’s rights and gender equality;
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18. Calls on global actors to take into account the increased risk and specific challenges 
faced by LGBTIQA+ people, who are particularly vulnerable and often victims of 
discrimination and violence, and to prevent, investigate and punish acts of violence and 
hate crimes against them; appreciates the recognition of the need to protect the rights of 
LGBTIQA+ people in the Gender Action Plan III; calls for the implementation of the 
EU Guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human rights by lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons; calls for the EU and the 
Member States to step up their efforts to combat violence, discrimination and 
stigmatisation against LGBTIQA+ people; calls on global actors to take all necessary 
steps to ensure that gender identity and sexual orientation may under no circumstances 
be the basis for criminal penalties;

19. Condemns all forms of violence against LGBTIQA+ and gender non-conforming 
people, including stigmatisation, arbitrary detention, torture – both physical and mental 
– persecution and killings, and the incitement to violence against them; calls for respect 
for the bodily autonomy of all people, in particular by banning intersex genital 
mutilation, so-called ‘conversion therapy’ practices and the forced sterilisation of 
transgender people as a precondition for being granted legal gender recognition; 
reiterates that gender recognition laws should be adopted in accordance with 
international human rights standards, thereby making gender recognition accessible, 
affordable, administrative, quick and based on self-determination; deplores the fact that 
transgender and gender-diverse persons continue to face discrimination and difficulties 
with legal gender recognition; calls for the abolition of the still prevalent harmful 
practice of sterilisation as a condition for legal gender recognition;

20. Calls for the EU and the Member States to promote gender equality and SRHR in their 
external and internal actions, including in multilateral and bilateral forums; is deeply 
concerned about global backsliding on gender equality and SRHR, including in the EU; 
strongly condemns the decision of the US Supreme Court to reverse Roe v Wade, the 
decision of October 2020 of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal and the recent draconian 
decision of the Hungarian Government to force those seeking abortion to listen to a 
foetal heartbeat; calls for their immediate reversal; condemns other continued attempts 
to stigmatise and reduce access to sexual and reproductive healthcare; condemns all 
threats, attacks and punishments of activists helping women to access contraception or 
abortion; emphasises the importance of setting a leading example by enshrining SRHR 
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and stresses the need to 
support civil society organisations globally that promote gender equality and 
reproductive justice;

21. Calls for SRHR to become an integral part of the EU’s promotion of human rights in the 
world; calls for universal access to SRHR services, as well as for the affordability and 
accessibility of SRHR health centres in particular, including comprehensive family 
planning, contraception and unbiased information, antenatal, childbirth and postnatal 
care, as well as HIV care and access to age-appropriate, evidence-based comprehensive 
sexuality education, both within and beyond the EU; reaffirms that the denial of quality 
and affordable comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, rights and services is a 
form of gender-based violence; highlights that women rights activists face harassment 
and violent threats for their actions, especially on social media platforms; stresses the 
need to support civil society organisations, in particular women’s rights organisations, 
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engaged in the promotion of SRHR, especially within marginalised communities, whose 
work continues to be threatened by the shrinking space for civil society;

22. Deplores the fact that human rights defenders continue to face a scaling-up of attacks, 
including judicial harassment, smear campaigns and hate crimes; calls on the EU’s 
leaders to promote and ensure respect for the rights of human rights defenders, 
particularly women’s and LGBTIQA+ rights defenders, and to protect them from 
attacks and threats from state and non-state actors; calls for the adoption and 
implementation of anti-SLAPP laws, as well as the effective prosecution of 
discriminatory behaviour and zero tolerance for hate speech and hate crimes; underlines 
its calls for the EU to take into account the gender-specific threats, needs and challenges 
faced by women human rights defenders, and urges the EU institutions to guarantee 
their access to specific protection mechanisms, as well as to provide political and 
increased direct financial support; condemns all threats, attacks and punishments against 
activists helping women to access to abortion or contraception; stresses the need to 
support civil society organisations engaged in the promotion of gender equality and 
especially in reproductive justice;

23. Highlights the need to tackle discrimination against women and harmful stereotypes 
from early childhood through quality education; underlines that access to education is 
important for obtaining skills, decent work and the jobs of the future, as well as for 
breaking down gender stereotypes and biases, including in typically male-dominated 
fields; recalls that equal opportunity to access the fields of science and technology is a 
prerequisite to ensure that women and girls can fully enjoy their human rights; calls for 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics learning to be promoted and 
encouraged from an early age to ensure that girls and women are not at an unfair 
disadvantage when later seeking employment in the scientific and technical sectors; 
calls more globally for the EU to promote equal opportunities to access education 
around the world; strongly urges the EU, including through the European External 
Action Service, to counteract the appalling denial of girls’ education, which represents a 
contravention of children’s human rights;

24. Stresses that mental health is an integral part of the right to health and well-being, and 
that there are differences in the ways that mental health issues affect men and women; 
highlights the significance of adopting a gender-sensitive approach to research into and 
the treatment of mental illnesses, as well as of mainstreaming mental health in general, 
and of effective communication strategies to target gender stereotypes regarding mental 
health; calls for the collection and analysis of gender-disaggregated data in the 
healthcare sector in order to bridge the disparities in the quality of the treatment offered 
to men and women, while respecting the key principles of the EU data protection 
legislation and fundamental rights, and respecting national legislation; recalls that later 
diagnosis, inadequate treatment and the lack of women included in studies are all 
prevalent issues for access to quality healthcare for women.
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