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 Context

The FEMM Committee participates each year in the annual session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW), which has always proved to be an excellent opportunity to highlight 
the efforts of the European Parliament towards the promotion of the rights of women and gender 
equality in the world and to exchange information and build cooperation with other partners 
and stakeholders. As the FEMM Committee has in its remit the follow-up and implementation 
of international agreements and conventions involving the rights of women, the annual session 
of the CSW is of high importance for the Committee. 

The CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the 
promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, thus being instrumental in 
promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of women’s lives throughout the world and 
shaping global standards on gender equality and the empowerment of women.

The 65th session of the CSW took place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 
15 - 26 March 2021. Most meetings took place remotely. 

The priority theme of the session was “Women's full and effective participation and decision-
making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality and 
the empowerment of all women and girls”.

The review theme was “Women's empowerment and the link to sustainable development”.

Seven Members participated in this mission remotely between 15 - 26 March 2021. The mission 
was authorised by the Conference of Presidents at its meeting of 11 March 2021.

Summary account of meetings 

Monday, 15 March 2021 - Opening of the session, 1st plenary meeting 
The meeting was publicly accessible on UN Web TV.

The CSW 65 Chair (Armenia) opened the session and announced that the CSW was the first 
intergovernmental body to be directly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the 
sessions, women’s participation in public life, the elimination of violence against women and 
the full achievement of gender equality would be discussed. Progress on women’s 
empowerment linked to the SDGs would be a topic of discussion as well. He urged Member 
States to take concrete actions and the need to implement full gender equality especially in 
times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

António Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations, noted that the pandemic has had 
a disproportionate effect on women and girls and has also exacerbated inequalities even further. 
Women make up 70% of the health care sectors and are employed in the sectors hit hardest by 
the pandemic. Women are thereby also more likely to lose their jobs, are expected to have a 
decline in salaries and their unpaid work has also substantially increased. In addition, the 
pandemic has fuelled the shadow pandemic, namely violence against women, both online and 
offline. As such, there is a need to change the course right now, and a game changer is needed 
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urgently. The COVID-19 response has shown that female leaders have been doing well in 
tackling the pandemic, and put countries on track for recovery. Yet, women remain largely 
excluded from the exercise of the highest responsibility as they only account for one quarter of 
parliamentarians across the world, and ⅓ of ministers and local leaders. He noted that it may 
take another 130 years to reach gender parity, if proceeding at this speed. 

UN Secretary General called on all leaders to put in place 5 key building blocks: 
a) realise women’s equal rights fully, including by building anti-discriminatory laws and 
placing in positive measures, 
b) equal representation from company boards to parliaments to higher education through 
quotas, 
c) advance women economic inclusion through equal pay and investments in the care economy, 
d) create emergency plans for violence against women and funding for policies, 
e) give space for intergenerational translation, focusing on young women. 

The other speakers also highlighted the disproportionate impact of the crisis on women and 
regretted women’s underrepresentation in the political sphere. They called for concrete 
measures to be taken by member states and the international community. The CSW 65 session 
was perceived as a defining moment, as the conclusions from this meeting could stop 
regressions on gender equality and move the agenda of gender equality forward. 

***

Tuesday, 23 March 2021 - Meeting with the EU Delegation (EUD)

On Tuesday, 23 March 2021, Members of the delegation had a virtual meeting with 
representatives of the Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations, New York: 

• Mr. Silvio Gonzato, Ambassador, Deputy Head of Delegation 
• Mr. Julien Bourtembourg, First Secretary, Human Rights and Social Affairs

This meeting was devoted to the status of the negotiations of the 65th CSW conclusions. 

The Deputy Head of the EU Delegation gave an account of the CSW 65 Opening session, of 
the side events organized by the European Union and also explained to the Members of the 
mission the role of the EUD and the importance of unity of all Member States in the UN. 
The representatives of the EUD explained that the negotiations had been very difficult for the 
past four weeks, but were currently advancing well. They were confident in getting an 
agreement. 

The FEMM Members welcomed the news from the EUD and expressed their support to the 
position of the EU Member States in the negotiations. MEPs were particularly interested in 
hearing about the approach of some non-EU states to the negotiations, with special focus on the 
changes in the position of the US in comparison to previous years, and discussing certain topics 
that would be considered in the final recommendations.
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***

Tuesday 23 March 2021 17.00 - 18.45 CET (12.00 - 13.45 EST) - European Parliament side 
event "Enhancing gender equality and women's empowerment in the Covid-19 recovery"

The meeting was webstreamed. More than 200 participants registered for the event. 

The FEMM Committee in association with the DEVE Committee organized this side event. It 
presented the priorities and initiatives of the European Parliament and FEMM Committee for 
the empowerment of women in the Covid-19 recovery. It also provided a forum to exchange 
good practices and discuss possible ways forward.

The event was opened by FEMM Chair Evelyn Regner and by Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, 
Vice-Chair of the Committee on Development (DEVE). 

Leonore Gewessler, Minister of Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation 
and Technology, Austria, delivered the keynote speech.

The panellists, MEP Maria Manuel Leitão Marques and MEP Samira Rafaela, presented the 
priorities of the European Parliament and of the FEMM Committee. They noted that it is 
important to have a gender mainstreaming perspective and ensure that women are in leadership 
positions in the COVID-19 recovery, reiterated that the crisis had disproportionately affected 
women, and called for enhanced inter-governmental efforts to address such challenges. They 
also discussed the importance of combatting sexism, gender-based violence (GBV) and of 
collecting gender sensitive data. 

45 UN delegates from 23 countries registered for the event. Some of the non-EU countries that 
were represented included: Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Congo, Kiribati, Malawi, Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Mozambique, United States of America.

The following UN delegates took part in the debate: Ms Elke Ferner (representing UN Women 
Germany), Ms Anna Widegren (Director of the End FGM European Network) and Ms Thelma 
Kaliu (Plan International, Malawi). UN delegates mentioned the need to achieve the sustainable 
development goals, to eliminate gender-based violence and to address the inequalities that have 
been exacerbated by the pandemic.

During the debate, MEPs focused on the need to eliminate gender based violence, to invest in 
the care economy and to eliminate gender gaps. They noted that the post-Covid recovery could 
be a window of opportunity in that direction.

Speakers also criticized the recent decision of Turkey to withdraw from the Council of Europe 
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence 
(the ‘Istanbul Convention). 

***
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Friday, 26 March 2021 - Closing of the 65th Session
The meeting was publicly accessible on UN Web TV.

 
The CSW65 facilitator of the Republic of Korea congratulated everyone on the Agreed 
Conclusions, hoping that they would help advance gender equality and stressed the important 
role of UN Women, the Secretariat, and the entire Bureau of the Commission. 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Under-Secretary-General for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women and Executive Director of the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), summarised the work of CSW65 and 
the conclusions achieved. She noted that it was the first session in 15 years to have engaged 
with the participation of women in public life, and the conclusions of CSW65 contributed to 
important advances. 

The Commission has recognised that the imbalances of power between men and women in all 
spheres of life continue to persist. Although there has been progress in the number of women 
elected, the international community still has a long way to go. The Commission has also 
recognised temporary special measures, including quotas, to increase women’s representation 
in national and local legislations and called on all governments to set specific targets to achieve 
a 50/50 gender balance in all spheres of public life. The Commission further recognised the 
growing impact of violence against women in public life, especially in digital contexts, and the 
lack of preventive measures and remedies for this. This calls for action by member states in 
order to encourage the participation of women and protect women from these violations. 

The Commission further encouraged political parties to nominate equal numbers of women and 
men as candidates to promote gender equality in party structures and mainstream bodies, in 
order to make sure that women are able to enhance the quality of the decisions that are made. 

The Commission also underlined the importance of engaging young people and girls and youth-
lead organisations. The agreed conclusions recognise the challenges that are faced by women 
human rights defenders as well as disabled women. Yet, the conclusions could have been more 
ambitious and the Commission could have made even bolder recommendations. 

As such, Ms Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka urged member states to use the recommendations as a 
building block and to outperform what is contained in these resolutions. She encouraged 
member states to find ways to enhance the outcomes of CSW65 in the manner in which it is 
implemented. The Generation Equality Forum taking place in Mexico (and Paris) would also 
provide an opportunity to discuss concrete actions. 

***
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Follow-up: 

The provisional agenda of the 66th session was adopted. It can be found via this link: 

https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N21/063/96/PDF/N2106396.pdf?OpenElement

The agreed conclusions of the 65th session of the CSW can be found via this link: 
csw65_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedited_version_29_march_2021.pdf (unwomen.org) 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N21/063/96/PDF/N2106396.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N21/063/96/PDF/N2106396.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/65/csw65_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedited_version_29_march_2021.pdf?la=en&vs=5504

