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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas Roma women and children are often subjected to intersectional discrimination, 
constitute one of the most disadvantaged groups in the Member States, live in 
inadequate settlements with limited access to education, work and health services, as 
well as tap water and sanitation, and are now worse off due to the COVID-19 pandemic;

1. Urges the Commission to give prominence to Roma women’s inclusion in its New 
Gender Equality Strategy, and to give priority to the gender perspective in the European 
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies (NRIS) after 2020; calls on the 
Commission and Member States to ensure that specific measures focusing on Roma 
women’s rights and gender mainstreaming are included in the NRIS;

2. Calls on Member States to include access to education programmes and life-long 
learning in their NRIS programmes for the inclusion of Roma women in the labour 
market; calls on Member States to include the empowerment of Roma women as a 
horizontal objective in all NRIS priority areas, and to promote their political 
participation; urges the Member States to adopt actions for fighting domestic violence 
against Roma women and girls, which is closely connected with paternalistic family 
models, early or forced marriages, forced sterilisation, police brutality, or various forms 
of exploitation such as begging, trafficking, sexual and domestic exploitation;

3. Points out that Member States’ best practices should be exchanged and promoted 
throughout Europe, including the Balkan region, such as family tax policy and tax 
facilitation for large families, subsidies for housing and mobility, and the promotion of 
early childhood facilities;

4. Calls on Member States to follow current and upcoming country-specific 
recommendations under the European Semester, including measures for Roma women 
in Partnership Agreements, ensuring the collection of data disaggregated by sex and 
ethnicity, and its use to inform policy developments.


