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ORAL QUESTION H-0293/00
for Question Time at the part-session in April 2000
pursuant to Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure
by Per-Arne Arvidsson
to the Commission

Subject: Ability of dialysis-dependent people to travel in the EU

The free movement of Member States' citizens in the EU is a fundamental right. One group of people 
that cannot make use of that right are those who require regular haemodialysis because of 
malfunctioning kidneys. When travelling, they rely on being able to obtain treatment at dialysis units 
other than those they normally use. This poses a major problem especially during the European 
holiday period, when virtually all dialysis units scale down their activities and frequently turn away 
'guests'  who are passing through or visiting their area. This severely restricts the ability of families 
with dialysis-dependent members to travel.

Does the Commission intend to take any  steps before the next summer holiday period begins to make 
it easier for dialysis-dependent people to travel within the EU, without having to forego the treatment 
they need?
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