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ORAL QUESTION H-0823/00
for Question Time at the part-session in November 2000
pursuant to Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure
by Per-Arne Arvidsson
to the Commission

Subject: Employers' contributions

The Commission has raised objections to Sweden's reduction of employers' contributions for the 
service industry in an Objective 1 subsidised area. In Norway, the corresponding contributions have 
been lowered and approved by the EFTA Court and the EFTA Surveillance Authority in order to 
offset the additional costs incurred as a result of long distances, sparse population, climate and high 
unemployment in the service sector. The Commission's reluctance to accept equivalent rules for 
Sweden primarily affects the area's very important tourist industry which, on the Swedish side, is 
largely situated close to the border with Norway and competes with Norwegian companies for the 
same business. Is it reasonable for different EU-associated decision-making bodies to come to 
different conclusions on this matter and on what grounds does the Commission take the view that 
Sweden should be treated differently from Norway, an EEA country, despite the similar conditions in 
both countries and their both having to comply with EU rules in this sector?  Will the Commission, 
when giving the matter further consideration, take account of the conditions under which companies 
compete in the tourist industry in the border areas? 

Tabled: 12.10.2000
sv


