ORAL QUESTION H-0210/03

for Question Time at the part-session in April 2003
pursuant to Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure

by Bastiaan Belder

to the Commission

Subject: Information programmes concerning HIV/AIDS in developing countries

Is the Commission aware of the encouraging results achieved by information programmes concerning
HIV/AIDS in Uganda and Zambia, programmes which make marital fidelity and abstinence integral
components of the fight against the disease!?

To what extent does the Commission see the good results achieved by these information programmes
as a legitimate contribution to efforts to reduce the number of abortions?

Do the concepts of marital fidelity and abstinence have a place in EU activities in the sphere of
development cooperation, given that sexual behavioural models play an important role in many
information programmes? After all, handing out contraceptives in itself never proves effective in
combating HIV/AIDS.

Would the Commission prefer to integrate the concepts of marital fidelity and abstinence into all
relevant EU aid measures and programmes, or will it acknowledge the relevance of these values only
on the basis of agreements with all the local groups involved?
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